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INTRODUCTION 


This  Report,  which  follows  the  pattern  of  previous  years, 
gives  an  account  of  the  main  features  of  the  work  of  the  various 
sections  of  the  County  Health  Department,  which  includes  the 
Welfare,  Children  and  Sanitary  Departments , during  the  year  1959. 

Reports  are  included  covering  the  non- transferred  functions 
in  Perth  County,  Kinross  County  and  each  of  the  twelve  Small  Burghs. 

The  steady  increase  in  the  Birth  Rate  in  this  area  since 
1955  has  not  been  maintained  this  year,  when  the  rate  was  15.6  per 
thousand  of  the  population,  compared  to  16.5  in  1958.  The 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate  too  shows  an  upward  trend  from  last  year’s 
record  low  figure . Of  the  31  children  who  died  under  the  age  of 
one  year,  28  died  within  the  first  four  weeks  of  life,  the  common 
causes  of  death  being  prematurity,  congenital  malformations  and 
debility.  Research  into  the  causes  of  these  conditions  should  be 
intensified. 

More  than  three-quarters  of  all  the  deaths  occurred  at  the 
age  of  65  years  and  upwards,  and  more  than  half  occurred  at  or  above 
75  years  of  age,  giving  a higher  Senile  Death  Rate  than  ever 
recorded  before  in  this  area,  an  indication  of  the  greater  life 
expectancy  common  to  all  areas.  The  principal  causes  of  death  were 
again  Heart  Disease,  Cancer  and  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  with  Heart 
Disease  accounting  for  more  deaths  than  Cancer  and  Cerebral 
Haemorrhage  together.  In  almost  half  the  deaths  from  heart  disease. 
Coronary  Thrombosis  was  included  in  the  cause,  and  in  the  younger 
age  groups  there  was  a marked  preponderance  of  males  dying  from 
this  condition.  There  was  an  overall  reduction  in  the  number  of 
deaths  due  to  Cancer  and  other  Malignant  Conditions,  but  deaths 
from  lung  cancer  have  increased  further  and  are  four  times  more 
common  in  males  than  in  females.  The  Medical  Research  Council, 
after  sifting  all  the  available  scientific  evidence,  has  concluded 
that  an  important  factor  behind  the  increase  in  deaths  from  lung 
cancer  is  the  smoking  of  tobacco,  especially  cigarettes.  The 


- 2 - 


statistics  indicate  that  lung  cancer  is  forty  times  as  conmon  in 
the  heavy  smoker  as  in  the  non-smoker.  Publicity  of  these  finding 
has  been  met  by  increased  advertising  on  the  part  of  cigarette 
manufacturers  and  by  the  increased  popularity  of  the  filter-tip 
cigarette.  The  relationship  between  cigarette  smoking  and  lung 
cancer  is  sufficiently  strong  to  warrant  an  all-out  effort  to 
discourage  the  young  from  acquiring  a habit  which  is  so  difficult 
to  break. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  confirmed  new  cases 
of  respiratory  tuberculosis  during  the  year  - an  increase  to  55 
from  the  record  low  of  32  in  1958.  This  is  probably  attributable 
to  the  zeal  with  which  contacts  of  cases  are  sought,  and  to 
improved  diagnostic  methods,  rather  than  to  a true  increase  in  the 
incidence  of  the  disease.  :jnly  nine  new  cases  of  ncn-respiratory 
tuberculosis  were  confirmed  - by  far  the  lowest  number  ever  record- 
ed in  this  area.  The  dramatic  decline  in  the  incidence  of  glandule 
bone  and  joint  and  other  non-respira tory  tuberculosis  is  accounted 
for  largely  by  clean  milk  production,  and,  now  that  all  dairy  herds 
in  this  area  are  attested,  we  can  look  forward  to  an  even  further 
reduction  in  its  incidence.  For  the  second  year  in  succession, 
there  have  been  no  deaths  from  non-respira  tory  tuberculosis,  con- 
pared  with  an  average  of  11  deaths  per  annum  during  the  twenty-yes: 
period  1931-50. 

Between  1931  and  1953  the  number  of  registered  cases  of 
tuberculosis  in  the  Combined  Counties  of  Perth  and  Kinross  increass 
annually  at  a variable  rate,  Hass  Miniature  Radiography  in  recent 
years  substantially  increasing  the  numbers  of  known  cases.  In  1955 
that,  upward  trend  has  not  only  been  arrested,  but  has  been  very 
slightly  reversed.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  and  indeed  it  is  fairly 
confidently  expected  that  this  downward  trend  will  be  maintained 
anc  accelerated  in  the  future. 

The  vaccination  and  immunisation  schemes  have  continued 
to  run  smoothly.  The  response  from  the  young  adult  group  to  the 
offer  of  poliomyelitis  vaccination  was  disappointing  except  where 
facilities  for  vaccination  were  made  available  at  places  of 
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employment  during  working  hours,  when  there  was  an  almost  100$ 
acceptance  rate- 

The  widespread  difficulty  in  recruitment  to  the  Local 
Authority  Nursing  Service  is  now  being  experienced  in  this  area. 
Considerable  thought  is  being  given  at  a national  level  to 
devise  means  of  stimulating  recruitment,  but  it  would  appear 
that  the  reservoir  of  married  nurses  may  need  to  be  tapped  to 
maintain  the  Service  at  normal  strength. 

The  Children’s  Officer  in  his  report  gives  an  inter- 
esting and  comprehensive  account  of  the  multifarious  activities 
of  his  Department.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  there  was  at 
the  end  of  1959  some  reduction  in  the  number  of  children  under 
care.  The  majority  of  the  children  in  need  of  long  term  care 
are  boarded  out  and,  folloiving  the  Boarding  Out  of  Children 
(Scotland)  Regulations,  1959,  will  require  to  be  visited  at 
three-monthly  intervals  instead  of  six-monthly  intervals  as  at 
present.  To  meet  this  increasing  volume  of  work,  authority  has 
been  granted  to  appoint  a Social  Worker  to  be  shared  with  the 
Y/elfare  Department,  where  too  the  volume  of  work  continues  to 
increase.  The  expanding  Home  Help  Service  serves  a very  useful- 
purpose  in  allowing  patients,  who  would  otherwise  need  hospital 
care,  to  remain  in  their  own  homes. 

During  the  year  a survey  of  all  handicapped  persons  in 
the  community  was  commenced  with  a view  to  assessing  and  making 
provision  for  their  welfare  needs.  The  need  for  occupation  and 
recreation  for  the  severely  handicapped  is  difficult  to  satisfy 
in  a rural  area  such  as  this,  other  than  by  home  visitation, 
and  the  existing  service  would  require  to  be  increased  . 

The  establishment  of  an  Adult  Occupation  Centre  at 
Blairgowrie  is  under  consideration. 

Alterations  and  redecoration  at  Cuil-an-Daraich  and 
Stratheam  Old  Persons'  Hemes  were  authorised  to  improve  the 
staff  quarters  and  increase  the  accommodation  for  residents. 

This  slight  increase  in  accommodation  will  go  only  a little  way 
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towards  meeting  the  growing  need  in  an  ageing  population.  Three 
small  private  Old  People's  Homes  were  registered  with  the  Local 
Authority  during  the  year  and  will  help  to  satisfy  the  demand. 

In  conclusion  I would  like  to  express  my  appreciation 
to  the  Convener  and  Members  of  the  Health  and  Welfare 
Committee  for  their  support  during  the  year,  and  to  members  of 
the  Department  for  their  unfailing  loyalty  and  co-operation. 

A.S.  CALD-£LL, 

County  Hedical  Officer. 


County  Health  Department 
PERTH:  November,  I960. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 

1.  General  The  principal  vital  statistics  for  the  year  1959 
are  shown  below.  The  rates  are  after  correction  for  transfers  and 
in  the  case  of  deaths,  the  rates  after  correction  for  age  and  sex 
are  shown  in  brackets. 


Principal  Vital  Statistics  for  1959 


Perth 

Countv 

Kinross 

Countv 

Combined 

Countv 

(a)  Population 

85,120 

7,135 

92,255 

(b)  Total  Births 
Birth  Rates 

1,330 

15.6 

108 

15.1 

1,438 

15.6 

(c)  Total  Deaths 
Death  Rates 

1,179 

13.9  (10.8) 

66 

9.3  (8.1) 

1,245 

13.5  (10.6) 

(d)  Infantile  Mortality 
Rate 

23 

9 

22 

2.  Population  The  estimated  population  for  the  Combined 

County  shows  a decrease  of  940  compared  to  1958.  The  1951 
Census  figure  was  95,024. 


3.  Births  The  birth  rate  per  thousand  of  the  pop- 

ulation for  the  Combined  County  was  15.6.  The  figures  for 
previous  years  were  1958  - 16.5 ; 1957  - 16.3;  1956  - 15.7; 

^55  - 15.5;  1954  — 15.5.  The  figure  for  Scotland  was  19.1. 

The  figure  for  the  Burghs  is  usually  slightly  higher  than 
that  for  the  Landward  area,  but  this  year  the  position  is 
reversed,  the  figures  being  Burgh  14.5;  Landward  16.1. 

The  figures  for  illegitimate  births  during  the  year  were 
Perth  County  5.1;  Kinross  County  4.9;  Combined  County  4.9» 
showing  a decrease  from  5.1  last  year.  The  figure  for 
Scotland  was  4 .2%. 

The  still  birth  rate  (per  thousand  births  including 
still  births)  was  21,  compared  to  20  last  year.  The  figure 
for  Scotland  was  22. 

Deaths  The  death  rate  for  the  Combined  County  was 

10.6  per  thousand  of  the  population,  conpared  to  10.2  for 


8 


1958,  10.1  for  1957,  10.3  for  1956  and  11.0  for  1955.  The 
figure  for  Scotland  was  12.1. 

Of  the  1245  deaths  during  1959,  936  persons  attained  the 
age  of  65  and  upwards,  giving  a senile  death  rate  of  75.2, 
compared  to  74.5  for  1958,  715  for  1957,  and  72.5  for  1956. 

°^1  Persons  attained  the  age  of  75  years  and  upwards  (51.4? 
of  uhe  total  deaths)  and  219  persons  had  attained  the  age  of 
85  years  and  upwards  (17.5*  of  the  total  deaths). 

Of  the  936  persons  who  attained  the  age  of  65  and 
upwards , 43 2 (46.2*)  were  males  and  504  (53.8?)  were  females, 
ihe  figures  for  the  later  ages  were:  75  years  and  upwards 
:ra _i.es  272  (42.4?),  females  369  (57.5?);  and  35  years  and 
upwards , males  76  (34.7?),  females  143  (65.3?), 

Heart  Disease.  Heart  disease  caused  491  deaths,  giving 
a rate  of  5.3  per  thousand  of  the  population.  This  compared 
with  4.8  for  1958,  4.5  for  1957,  4.8  for  1956  and  5.2  for  1955. 
412  (83.9?)  of  the  deaths  occurred  at  the  age  of  65  and  upwards. 

Coronary  thrombosis  is  included  in  the  cause  of  death  in 
230  (47?)  of  the  cases,  males  134  and  females  96.  The  age 
distribution  of  these  deaths  is  shown  below. 


-35 

-45 

-55 

-65 

-75 

75+ 

Totals 

I'lales 

- 

2 

34 

37 

38 

43 

134 

Females 

— 

— 

4 

20 

31 

a 

96 

Totals 

- 

2 

18 

57 

69 

84 

230 

Cancer.  Cancer  and  other  malignant  conditions  caused 
1°?  deaths,  giving  a death  rate  of  2.03  per  thousand,  com- 
pared to  2.5  for  last  year.  118  (63?)  occurred  at  the  age  of 
65  and  upwards , compared  to  145  (62?)  last  year. 


35  of  these  deaths  were  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung,  18.7 
of  the  total  cancer  deaths,  compared  to  32  (13.7?  of  total 
cancer  deaths)  last  year.  Of  the  35  lung  cancer  deaths  this 
year,  28  (34?  of  male  cancer  deaths)  werg  males  and  7(7?  of 
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female  cancer  deaths)  were  females.  The  age  distribution  of 
these  deaths  is  shown  below. 


Deaths 

from  Cancer 

of  the  Luns 

*1959 

-35 

-45 

-55 

-65 

-75 

75+ 

Totals 

Hales  • 

_ 

2 

11 

11 

4 

28 

Females 

- 

- 

- 

3 

1 

3 

7 

Totals 

- 

- 

2 

14 

12 

7 

35 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage.  Cerebral  haemorrhage  accounted  for 
205  deaths,  giving  a death  rate  of  2.22  compared  to  2.15  for  last 
year.  182  (89$)  of  the  deaths  occurred  at  the  age  of  65  and 
upwards,  compared  to  175  (88$)  last  year. 

Tuberculosis . Tuberculosis  caused  6 deaths,  giving  a rate 
of  0.07  per  thousand  of  the  population,  the  rates  for  previous 
years  being  0.09  for  1955,  0.10  for  1956,  0.07  for  1957,  0.05 
for  1958,  the  corresponding  figures  for  Scotland  being  0.22, 

0.19,  0.16,  0.14,  0.13  and  0.10  for  the  years  1954-59 
respectively. 

All  the  deaths  were  due  to  respiratory  tuberculosis . The 
figures  for  Scotland  were  respiratory  0.11,  non-re spir a tory  0.01. 

Respiratory  Disease,  (excluding  pulmonary  tuberculosis) 
accounted  for  72  deaths,  giving  a death  rate  of  0.78  per  thousand 
population,  compared  to  0.64  for  1958.  Bronchitis  caused  26  deaths, 
of  which  16  occurred  at  the  age  of  65  and  upwards,  pneumonia  caused 
38  deaths,  of  which  one  occurred  at  the  age  of  less  than  one  year, 

and  other  respiratory  diseases  caused  8 deaths. 

« 

Violent  Deaths  numbered  37,  of  which  2 were  due  to  suicide, 

14  to  road  accidents  and  21  to  other  forms  of  violence,  of  which 
12  were  due  to  accidents  in  the  home. 

Hatemal  Mortality.  There  were  no  deaths  from  causes  related 
to  pregnancy,  compared  to  1 death  (0.65)  per  thousand  births)  in  1958. 

Infant  Mortality . There  were  31  deaths  at  ages  less  than 
one  year,  giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  21.5  per 
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thousand  births,  compared  to  16.3  last  year.  While  this  figure 
is  an  increase  from  16.3  for  last  year,  v\faich  was  the  lowest 
ever  recorded  in  this  area,  the  figures  for  the  last  three  years 
have  been  very  satisfactory.  The  figure  for  Scotland  was  28, 
the  same  as  last  year.  28  of  the  infant  deaths  during  1959 
occurred  at  ages  less  than  four  weeks,  giving  a neonatal  death 
rate  of  19  per  thousand  live  births . 

Of  the  31  deaths  during  the  year,  only  k fell  into  the 
theoretically  preventable  group  (pneumonia  2,  accident  1, 
diarrhoea  1).  ihe  other  27  deaths  were  due  to  the  group  of 
causes  which  includes  congenital  debility,  prematurity,  and 
malformations,  compared  to  19  deaths  from  these  causes  in 
1958. 

There  were  30  still  births,  giving  a still  birth  rate  of 
20.9  per  thousand  total  births  including  still  births,  compared 
to  19-8  last  year. 


MEDICAL  AND  NURSING  SERVICES 

\ 

The  general  arrangements  have  remained  unchanged. 

At  Blackford,  where  no  clinic  accommodation  was  available 
at  the  nurse* s house,  work  has  begun  on  the  erection  of  a new 
house  and  clinic  adjacent  to  the  new  police  statical.  At 
Bankfoot,  a site  was  chosen  for  the  erection  of  a new  house 
and  clinic  and  negotiations  for  its  acquisition  are  in 
progress. 

It  will  be  recalled  that  in  1957,  the  Glenlyon  and 
Fortingall  districts  were  amalgamated  and  it  had  been 
decided  that  a nurse *s  house  should  be  provided  at  Invervar, 
which  would  be  in  the  centre  of  the  combined  district,  but 
despite  intensive  search  it  has  not  been  possible  to  find  a 
suitable  house.  Negotiations  are  going  an  to  try  to  find  a 
suitable  site  for  the  erection  of  a new  house. 
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The  new  house  and  clinic  at  Methven  was  completed  at  the 
end  of  1959,  ready  for  occupation  by  the  new  nurse  who 
commenced  duty  in  January,  i960,  on  the  retiral  of  Miss  Cook, 
who  has  given  long  and  faithful  service  in  the  Methven 
District. 

Following  the  reorganisation  of  districts  in  Angus,  the 
Angus  Authorities  asked  if  it  would  be  possible  for  our  nurses 
in  Alyth  to  undertake  nursing  in  a small  additional  area  in 
Angus  and  this  Authority  was  very  pleased  to  accede  to  this 
request.  The  new  arrangements  are  working  very  smoothly. 

The  general  arrangements  throughout  the  County  have  con- 
tinued as  before,  but  we  havehad  some  difficulty  in  obtaining 
staff  to  fill  vacancies  on  the  Districts,  a position  which  is 
likely  to  become  more  acute  in  the  next  few  years.  Consequent- 
ly we  have  been  unable  to  continue  giving  the  same  help  at 
Aberfeldy  Cottage  Hospital  as  previously.  In  addition  to  the 
shortage  of  staff,  there  has  been  some  long  term  illness 
amongst  members  of  the  staff  and  we  have  been  very  grateful  to 
the  District  Nurses  for  the  way  they  have  co-operated  in 
making  the  District  Nursing  Service  run  so  smoothly  under 
difficult  conditions. 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

(3)  Ante— natal  and  Post— natal  Clinics.  No  clinics  are 

held  in  the  County,  but  county  patients  attend  the  clinics  run 
by  Perth  Infirmary  and  Stirling  Infirmary  in  these  cities  in 
conjunction  with  the  Local  Health  Authorities.  During  1959, 

532  cases  from  the  Joint  County  received  ante-natal  and/or 
post-natal  care  at  the  Perth  Clinic,  making  2824  attendances. 
Figures  for  Stirling  are  not  available. 

(b)  Child  Welfare  Clinics.  All  the  child  welfare  work 
in  the  County  is  carried  out  by  the  District  Nurses  as  Health 
Visitors,  but  during  1959,  25  children  from  the  surrounding 
area  made  85  attendances  at  Perth  City  Clinics. 
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(c)  Dental  Care.  Under  the  priority  dental  scheme  I30 
expectant  mothers  and  192  nursing  mothers  received  treatment 
during  the  year.  No  pre-school  children  were  treated. 

(d)  Mother  and  Rahv  None  are  provided. 

(e)  Day  Nurseries . None  are  provided. 

Residential  Nurseries  and  Children* a Homes.  No 
riomes  are ^provided  by  the  Authority  for  this  group,  but  all 
babies  requiring' residential  accommodation  are  admitted  to 
Pitversie  Nursery,  Abemethy,  and  during  the  year  71  babies 
were  accommodated  there. 

Nurseries  and  Child  Hinders  Regulation  Act.  IQ;, A. 

C^e  registration  in  respect  of  a morning  nursery  at  Crieff  to 
take  a maximum  of  twelve  children  between  the  ages  of  3 and  5 
was  in  force  during  the  year. 

(b)  Family  Planning.  Advice  is  available  to  County  cases 
at  the  liothers 1 Welfare  Clinic,  Perth,  and  the  Stirling  Family 
Planning  Clinic,  both  run  by  voluntary  agencies,  with  small 
grants  from  the  County  Council.  During  the  year  1959  , 68  old 
and  79  new  cases  made  278  attendances  at  the  Perth  Clinic  and 

20  old  and  19  new  cases  made  53  attendances  at  the  Stirling 
Clinic. 

Melville  .House.  This  organisation  is  largely 
supported  by  local  authorities  and  during  the  year  20  County 
cases  (7  maternity,  A family  and  12  adoption)  were  dealt  with. 

— rr^a Guidance.  The  work  of  the  Perth  and  Perth- 
shire i'3arriage  Guidance  Council  continued  during  the  year  with 
the  aid  of  grant  from  the  two  Local  Authorities.  The  primary 
object  is  to  prevent  and  if  possible  resolve  marital  difficult- 
ies and  thus  preserve  the  family  unit  and  while  it  is  difficult 
to  assess  results  in  this  type  of  work,  it  would  appear  that  the 
Council  is  making  a useful  contribution  to  the  life  of  the 
cormiunity.  During  the  year  23  County  cases,  some  of  them  carried 
forward  from  the  previous  year,  were  dealt  with.  These  cases 
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were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Council  by  doctors, 
ministers,  lawyers,  etc.  at  the  request  of  either  husband 
of  wife. 

(k)  Prevention  of  Break-un  of  Famine . No  new 
measures  were  introduced  during  the  year. 

(l)  Welfare  Foods.  The  joint  arrangement  with  Perth  City 
with  a central  welfare  foods  department  located  at  the  Office 
of  the  City  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  continued  to  work 
satisfactorily.  Local  distribution  in  the  County  is  almost 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  District  Nurses,  and  a lot  of 
their  time  is  still  being  taken  up  both  in  the  distribution 
and  particularly  in  the  complicated  recording  system  with  the 
continued  use  of  stamped  tokens. 

Son©  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  work  involved  in  distri— 
bution  can  be  gained  from  the  figures  of  sales  of  welfare 
foods.  During  the  year  ending  3V3/60,  the  County  centres 
issued  30,134  tins  of  National  Dried  Milk,  5,745  bottles  of 
cod  liver  oil,  2,464  packets  of  vitamin  tablets  and  35*39 2 
bottles  of  orange  juice. 


2.  Midwifery  Service 

583  births  occurred  in  the  area  during  the  year,  of 
which  575  were  live  births  and  8 still  births.  Of  the  583 
births,  236  took  place  in  institutions  and  347  at  heme.  344 
of  the  home  confinements  ware  attended  by  the  District  Nurses 
and  3 by  private  practising  midvrives.  In*191  of  these  cases 
a doctor  had  been  engaged  and  was  present, at  the  confinement; 
in  134  cases  a doctor  had  been  engaged,  but  was  not  present 
at  the  confinement;  and  in  19  cases  the  midwife  conducted  the 
confinement,  no  doctor  having  been  engaged. 

All  the  District  Nurses  are  trained  in  the  administration 
of  gas  qnd  air  analgesia  and  apparatus  is  available  in  every 
district.  During  the  year  gas  and  air  analgesia  was  admin- 
istered in  212  cases  and  pethidine  in  200  cases. 


as 
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Trilene  is  not  available,  but  the  Council  have  agreed  that 
gas  and  air  machines  became  obsolete,  they  will  be  replaced 
by  trilene  apparatus  and  allocated  to  District  Nurses  who  have 
been  trained  in  its  use  whilst  in  hospital. 


3.  Health  Vi  siting 

A total  of  37,391  visits  were  paid  by  the  District  Nurses 
as  Health  Visitors.  Of  these,  4443  were  paid  to  1188  expectant 
mothers,  12,814  visits  were  paid  to  2967  children  under  the  age 
of  one  year,  14,349  visits  were  paid  to  5332  children  between 
the  ages  of  1 and  5 years,  4878  visits  were  paid  for  advisory 
purposes  to  523  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis;  and  911 
visits  were  paid  to  654  miscellaneous  cases.  Nurses'  efforts 
in  the  field  of  Health  Education  are  described  later  in  this 
Report. 


4.  Home  Nursing 

A total  of  84,890  home  nursing  visits  were  made  by  the 
District  Nurses  during  the  year  to  a total  of  5082  persons. 

An  increasing  number  of  visits  were  made  to  give  injections 
of  various  sorts,  chiefly  antibiotics,  but  of  the  total 
visits,  55,499  were  paid  to  a total  of  2271  elderly  persons 
over  the  age  of  sixty-five.  No  special  arrangements  are  made 
for  nursing  sick  children,  which  is  undertaken  as  part  of  the 
general  arrangements  for  heme  nursing. 

*;33&o  lo  I . 50v.Cfri'du.  »Se>vJrxq  yd  i 

All  these  nursing  visits  made  to  old  people  must  have 

helped  considerably  to  relieve  the  pressure  on  hospital  beds, 
but  it  is  not  possible  to  give  figures  of  the  number  of  cases 
in  which  home  care  was  provided  for  patients  who  might  other- 
wise have  had  to  be  admitted  to  hospital.  It  is  perhaps 
significant,  however,  that  83%  of  the  cases  given  heme  help 
during  the  year  were  aged  65  and  over,  compared  to  8%  last 
year , and  that  476  of  the  936  deaths  during  the  year  of 
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perse*  aged  65  and  oyer  (51*)  occurred  at  home,  compared  tc 
57%  last  year. 


5.  Domestic  Help 

During  the  year  86  part-time  domestic  helps  were  emploved 
un  er  the  Domestic  Help  Scheme  and  144  cases  were  dealt  with 
made  up  as  follows:  hone  confinements  4,  tuberculosis  7 

miscellaneous  cases  133  including  123  old  persons  no  longer 
able  to  manage  alone.  Sitters-in  are  not  employed  as  such  and 
night  help  is  provided  only  in  home  confinement  cases 


6.  Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

jfeccinatlon  acainst  S-mllng.  The  number  of  vaccinations 
notified  during  the  year  was  1114.  Information  abstracted  from 
e 1 l.elfare  Records  shows  that  at  31/12/59f  73^  of 
children  aged  0/12  months  had  been  vaccinated,  and  of  children 
aged  1 to  5 years,  9K  had  been  vaccinated.  Records  of  school 
medical  examinations  show  that  84*  of  all  children  examined 
during  the  year  ending  31/7/59  had  been  vaccinated  (entrants 
/»,  1949  group  82/,  1945  group  g4w>  1942  gro|Jp 

asunisation  Gainst  Diphtheria.  ..hoonin,,  --a 

ISiaHa.  During  the  year  1069  children  were  notified  as 
having  been  immunised  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and 
tanus,  using  the  combined  prophylactic  which  was  the  only  one 
issued  by  the  County  Health  Department  during  the  year.  In 

addition,  1321  children  received  a boosting  dose,  also  of  the 
combined  prophylactic. 

Information  abstracted  from  Child  Welfare  Records  showed 
that  at  31/12/59,  of  children  on  the  lists  aged  0/12  months, 

41%  had  been  immunised  against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough; 
and  of  children  aged  1 to  5 years,  92%  had  been  immunised 
against  diphtheria  and  the  same  percentage  had  also  been 
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been  innunised  against  whooping  cough.  This  is  a highly 
satisfactory  position. 


Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis.  The  programme  of 
poliomyelitis  vaccination  continued  during  the  year  1959^  when 
poliomyelitis  vaccination  was  available  to  everyone  up  to  the 
age  ox  25.  This  year  saw  the  introduction  of  third  injections 
to  all  who  had  previously  had  two  injections  and  the  course  of 
inoculation  is  now  two  injections  with  approxima tely  one  month 
between  the  first  and  second,  followed  by  a third  injection  at 
an  interval  of  not  less  than  seven  months.  The  following  table 
shows  the  number  of  persons  vaccinated  during  the  year  1959: 


No.  of  third  injections  carried  out 
No.  vaccinated  with  two  injections  - 
Born  between  1943  and  1958 
Born  between  1933  and  1942 
General  Practitioners 
Expectant  Mothers 
Hospital  Staffs 


17,596 

4,062 

3,049 

12 

710 

320 


All  the  work  of  vaccination  has  been  carried  out  at  the 
local  centres  by  the  medical  staff  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  and  without  the  help  of  head  teachers  and  district 
nurses,  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  fulfil  our  commitments. 
The  response  from  the  school  and  pre-school  children  has  been 
excellent,  but  the  response  from  the  young  adult  group  has  not 
been  so  good,  despite  the  provision  of  evening  clinics  which  it 
was  hoped  would  encourage  them  to  come  forward  for  vaccination. 
In  fact,  because  of  the  poor  response,  an  approach  was  made  to 
all  the  major  employers  in  the  area  to  give  facilities  for  the 
injections  to  be  carried  out  at  their  premises  during  working 
hours.  In  every  case,  the  employers  were  very  anxious  to 
accommodate  us  and  we  are  very  grateful  to  them  for  the  trouble 
they  took  in  trying  to  persuade  their  workers  to  take  advantage 
of  the  offer  of  vaccination. 


Propaganda.  The  excellent  response  to  smallpox  vaccin- 
ation and  Diphtheria/Whooping  cough  immunisation  in  this  area  is 
very  largely  due  to  the  efforts  of  the  District  Nurses  in 
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co-operation  with  the  family  doctors.  Figures  are  abstracted 
twice  a year  and  the  summarised  results,  detailed  for  each 
district,  are  issued  both  to  District  Nurses  and  the  family- 
doctors  in  the  area.  As  a result,  over  the  last  few  years  the 
variations  between  districts  have  been  levelled  up  very  consid- 
erably. No  other  form  of  propaganda  is  employed  for  these 
schemes . 

In  the  case  of  poliomyelitis  vaccinatinn,  in  addition  to 
propaganda  by  the  District  Nurses,  the  Head  Teachers  have  also 
helped  very  considerably  by  urging  parents  to  complete  the 
registration  forms  and  propaganda  has  also  been  obtained  through 
Press  advertisement,  and  posters  displayed  in  Post  Offices, 
places  of  employment,  etc. 

Gener;.  =•  In  this  area,  all  the  vaccinations  against 
smallpox  are  carried  out  by  the  general  practitioners. 

Similarly  all  the  primary  immunisations  against  diphtheria, 
whooping  cough  and  tetanus  are  carried  out  by  the  general 
practitioners,  but  with  few  exceptions  all  the  reinforcing 
doses  are  given  by  the  County  Medical  staff  at  school 
inspections . 


7.  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  Aftercare 

^ iRberculosis » In  this  area  we  are  very  fortunate  in 
that  the  Hospital  and  Local  Authority  services  are  very  closely 
integrated,  working  virtually  as  a unified  team,  and  we  are  now 
seeing  definite  results  of  all  the  work  done  in  the  last  ten 
years.  Much  of  the  immediate  preventive  work,  e.g.  examination 
of  contacts,  is  done  by  the  Area  Tuberculosis  Physician  on 
behalf  of  the  County  Council,  but  the  Council  staff  operate 
directly  a scheme  for  the  tuberculin  testing  and  where  necessary 
the  B.C.G.  vaccination  of  school  leavers,  and  details  of  these 
are  given  in  Appendix  III. 


TUBERCULOSIS 
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The  number  of  new  respiratory  cases  this  year  shows  an 
increase  of  23  over  last  year's  figure,  which  was  in  itself  a 
reed’d  low  figure.  The  figure  for  this  year,  however,  is  more 
in  line  with  the  incidence  we  were  experiencing  during  the 
previous  few  years.  There  were  487  respiratory  cases  on  the 
list  at  32/22/59,  as  against  489  in  1958.  87  respiratory  cases 

received  hospital  care,  compared  to  76  last  year,  and  there  was 
no  delay  in  admission.  There  were  6 deaths  from  respiratory 
tuberculosis,  compared  to  5 last  year.  There  were  9 new  nan- 
respiratory  cases,  compared  to  24  last  year,  a decrease  of  15. 

206  heme  contacts  of  respiratory  cases  were  examined  for 
the  first  time,  and  548  contacts  previously  examined  had  a 
follow-up  examination,  an  average  of  7 per  confirmed  case. 

In  addition  10  works  contacts  were  examined  for  the  first 
time  and  16  contacts  previously  examined  had  a follow-up 
examination,  active  disease  was  found  in  U contacts.  19 
contacts  of  the  9 non-respiratory  cases  were  also  examined 
for  the  first  time  and  16  contacts  previously  examined  had  a 
follow-up  examination,  with  negative  results. 

Under  the  general  scheme  for  providing  B.G.G.  vaccination, 
228  persons  were  tuberculin  tested.  Of  these,  14?  were  found 
to  be  tuberculin  negative,  and  145  were  successfully 
vaccinated.  These  figures  do  not  include  the  group  of  school 
leavers  who  are  dealt  with  separately  below. 

During  the  year  extra  nourishment  grants  were  given  in 
24  cases,  and  as  usual  sputum  containers  and  disinfectants 
were  supplied  where  required. 

(b)  B^C.G,  Vaccination  of  School  Children,  in  applying 
the  scheme  for  the  prevention  of  tuberculosis  under  the 
National  Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act,  1947,  which  is  a 
function  of  the  Joint  County  Council,  as  Local  Health 
Authority,  it  has  been  found  convenient  as  far  as  school 
children  are  concerned,  to  operate  the  scheme  on  a joint 
basis  with  Perth  City  within  the  framework  of  the  School  Health 
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Service.  It  is  therefore  also  more  convenient  to  report  on  the 
basis  of  the  school  session  rather  than  the  calendar  year. 

B.C.G.  vaccination  was  introduced  during  session  1953-54, 
so  that  this  Report  for  the  year  ending  31st  July,  1959  covers' 
the  sixth  year  of  work.  In  brief,  the  scheme  provides  for  the 
tuberculin  testing  of  children  approaching  school  leaving  age, 
generally  during  the  year  preceding  the  fourteenth  birthday,  in 
order  to  ensure  sufficient  time  for  follow-up  before  leaving 
school;  these  children  found  to  be  tuberculin  negative  are  given 
B.C.G.  vaccination,  those  found  to  be  tuberculin  positive  are 
subsequently  g-ven  a chest  X-ray  by  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit; 
members  of  school  staffs  are  alno  included  in  the  M.M.R.  Survly 
as  are  children  in  the  selected  age  group  who  for  any  reason  have 
not  been  tuberculin  tested.  The  facilities  available  have  been 
offered  to  the  private  schools  in  the  area,  and  all  have  accepted. 

The  detailed  results  for  the  year  are  shown  in  Appendix  III. 
The  overall  acceptance  rate  was  92*  (City  93*,  County  90*);  2243 
children  were  tuberculin  tested  (City  409,  County  834)  with  an 
overall  positive  rate  (excluding  private  schools)  of  16#  (city 
Hi,  County  IS*),  compared  with  21*  (City  19*,  County  23*)  for 
the  year  1957-58. 

Since  the  scheme  started  in  1953-54,  a total  of  7260 
children  have  been  vaccinated,  and  so  far  none  of  these  young 
people  have  developed  tuberculosis.  While  it  is  perhaps  early 
yet  to  regard  the  scheme  as  completely  successful,  it  is  giving 
very  adequate  protection  to  those  young  people  during  their 
adolescent  years. 

(c)  £kss  Radiography  Survey.  This  section  also  refers  to 
the  school  session  1958-59. 

^a)  — -oo1  Children.  The  children  examined  in  both  County  and 
City  were : those  children  found  to  be  tuberculin  positive  at  the 
preliminary  testing  for  B.C.G.,  those  absent  on  the  day  of  tubercul- 
in testing,  and  those  for  whom  the  parents  had  refused  B.C.G. 
Altogether  666  children  were  examined  (335  boys,  331  girls).  Of 
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these  11  (1.65$)  were  recalled  for  large  films  (6  boys,  5 
girls) j of  whom  only  8 (4  boys,  4 girls)  showed  significant 


abnormalities,  consisting  of: 

Boys: 

Bronchiectasis  3 

Inactive  primary  ccsnplex  1 

Girls: 

Bronchiectasis  1 

Rib  Abnormality  1 

Heart  condition  1 

Result  doubtful,  but  already 
attending  Chest  Clinic  1 


(b)  School  Staffs.  This  survey  includes  teaching, 
nursing,  clerical  and  dining  staff  and  janitors.  In  the  past 
few  years,  because  of  the  limited  availability  of  the  M.M.R. 
Unit,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  cover  the  whole  area  each 
year,  but  it  was  possible  this  year  to  allocate  more  time  to 
this  area  and  all  school  staffs  were  included  in  the  survey. 

The  total  number  of  staff  examinations  was  898  (men  189, 
women  709) . Recall  for  large  film  was  necessary  in  22  cases 
(2.4%)  - 7 Jnen  (3.7£)  and  15  women  (2.1$),  but  no  tuberculous 
disease  was  found. 

(c)  Public  Sessions.  The  programme  of  public  sessions  in 
the  various  districts  of  the  County  continued  and  this  year 
public  sessions  were  held  in  Auchterarder,  Alyth  and  Dunblane. 
Sessions  have  now  been  held  at  the  following  centres: 


Year 

Centre 

No.  Attending 

1955 

Kinross 

525 

1956 

Crieff 

716 

1957 

Blairgowrie 

2059 

1958 

Pitlochry 

1031 

1959 

Auchterarder 

739 

Alyth 

668 

Dunblane 

929 

Auchterarder.  One  afternoon  and  one  evening  session  was 
held  in  Ayton  Hall,  Auchterarder,  on  15th  April.  Publicity  had 
been  obtained  through  press  advertisement  in  the  Stratheam 
Herald  and  Perthshire  Advertiser  and  the  usual  leaflet  with 
supporting  letter  from  Provost  Paterson  had  been  delivered  to 
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each  household  in  the  Burgh  by  the  pupils  of  Auchterarder  J.S. 
School.  Posters  were  displayed  in  the  local  shops  and  the  local 
cinema  carried  a short  trailer  film  advertising  the  visit  of  the 
Unit.  Announcements  concerning  the  Unit's  visit  were  also  made 
from  the  pulpit  by  the  local  Ministers.  There  was  an  excellent 
response  from  the  public  and  for  this  we  are  indebted  to  Provost 
Paterson  and  the  Town  Council,  Mr.  Taylor,  Headmaster  of 
auchterarder  J.S.  School,  Ministers  of  the  various  Churches  in 
the  Burgh  and  surrounding  area  and  the  Editors  of  the  local 
newspapers,  whose  efforts  contributed  so  largely  to  the  success 
of  the  scheme.  Altogether  739  (343  males,  396  females)  attended 
for  X-ray,  approximately  38£  of  the  adult  population  of  the  Burgh, 
xhere  mre  only  27  recalls,  and  only  one  case  of  active  disease 
was  found. 

Alyth.  The  M.M.R.  Unit  visited  Alyth  for  an  afternoon  and 
evening  session  on  22nd  April,  The  sessions  were  held  in  the  Town 
Hall  and  the  visit  had  been  widely  publicised  in  the  local  press 
- Alyth  Guardian  and  Perthshire  Advertiser.  A leaflet  explaining 
the  scheme  accompanied  by  a letter  from  Provost  Sim  had  been 
delivered  to  each  household  by  the  pupils  of  Alyth  J.S.  School  and 
announcements  regarding  the  visit  had  also  been  made  from  pulpits 
of  the  local  churches,  by  the  display  of  posters  in  shops  in  the 
to’.n  and  by  a short  trailer  film  shown  in  the  local  cinema.  We  are 
indeed  grateful  to  Provost  Sim  and  the  Town  Clerk,  to  Dr.  Haldane 
Headmaster  of  Alyth  J1S.  School  and  to  everyone  who  assisted  in 
making  the  visit  widely  known,  which  contributed  very  largely  to 
the  success  of  the  scheme. 

668  (288  males,  380  females)  adults  over  the  age  of  sixteen 
attended,  43^  of  the  adult  population  of  the  Burgh.  21  were  re- 
called for  further  examination,  but  no  active  cases  were  found. 

Dunblane.  Chest  X-rays  viere  available  in  Dunblane  on 
Wednesday,  29th  April,  when  an  afternoon  and  evening  session  was 
held  for  members  of  the  public,  and  in  addition  a session  ms  held 
earlier  in  the  day  for  members  of  the  staff  of  a local  factory. 
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This  session  was  requested  by  the  Manager  of  the  factory,  and  it 
is  very  gratifying  to  know  that  employers  are  so  conscious  of  the 
need  to  ensure  the  health  of  their  staff.  We  find  too,  that  with 
arrangements  made  by  employers  in  this  manner,  the  response  is 
almost  100£,  which  in  itself  makes  these  special  visits  more  than 
worth  while . 

The  public  sessions  were  very  well  attended,  and  the  public 
themselves  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  way  they  accepted  the 
position  when  owing  to  a technical  fault  the  unit  broke  down  for 
about  an  hour,  thus  entailing  a long  wait  for  some  of  those 

attending. 

The  usual  circular  explaining  the  scheme  along  with  a message 
from  Provost  Syme  was  delivered  to  all  householders  by  the  pupils 
of  Dunblane  J.S.  School  and  we  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Bell,  Head- 
master of  Dunblane  J.S.  School  for  making  the  arrangements  for 
this.  Announcements  made  by  Ministers  from  the  pulpits  of  the 
local  churches  and  advertisement  in  the  local  press,  along  with 
posters  displayed  throughout  the  town  helped  to  ensure  that  the 
scheme  was  widely  advertised  and  we  are  very  grateful  to  Provost 
Syme  and  the  Town  Clerk,  the  local  Ministers  and  aU  who  helped  us. 

In  all  929  ( 34-8  males,  581  females)  attended  for  X-ray,  38% 
of  the  adult  population  and  of  those  30  were  recalled  for  further 
examination  and  one  active  case  was  found,  for  whom  treatment  was 
arranged  immediately. 

General.  In  the  years  past,  all  of  those  sessions  in 
centres  throughout  the  County  have  shown  excellent  results,  having 
regard  to  the  limited  time  available  at  each  centre,  but  the  actual 
number  of  cases  found  has  been  very  small,  and  it  is  felt  that  to 
be  really  effective,  it  would  be  necessary  to  carry  out  a much  more 
intensive  campaign  and  to  attract  a much  higher  percentage  of  the 
population. 

(d)  Epileptics  and  Spastics.  Nothing  new  is  available  to 
supplement  the  information  given  on  this  subject  in  previous 

reports. 


(e)  Chiropody . This  service,  provided  mainly  by  voluntary 
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organisations,  continues  to  expand  throughout  the  area  and  there 
are  now  <0  such  centres.  These  are  mainly  provided  from  funds  of 
the  former  District  Nursing  Associations,  local  Old  People* s 
Welfare  Committees  and  the  Red  Cross.  The  County  Council  continue 
to  make  grants  to  a number  of  these  organisations,  such  grants 
being  made  during  the  year  to  local  Committees  at  Abemethy, 
Auchterarder,  Callander,  Dunblane,  Dunkeld,  Fortingall,  Logierait, 
Rannoch  and  Foss,  and  Scone,  and  the  Red  Cross  provide  a service 
at  Bankfoot,  Comrie,  Coupar  Angus,  Crieff,  Doune  and  Stanley. 

.Prevention  of  Home  Accidents.  During  the  year  there  were 
12  deaths  caused  by  accidents  in  the  home,  compared  to  9 last  year. 
There  is  no  local  Home  Safety  Committee  in  the  area,  although  the 
matter  is  under  discussion,  but  propaganda  through  the  Health  and 
Education  staffs  continued  to  be  employed.  The  District  Nurses, 
acting  in  their  capacity  as  Health  Visitors,  try  during  their  visits 
to  homes  to  impress  on  parents  and  old  people  the  need  for  care  in 
guarding  against  accident  from  fire,  scalding,  tripping  over  loose 
rugs  etc. 

(g)  Smoking  and  Lung  Cancer.  There  are  no  new  developments 
to  report  regarding  the  Smoking  and  Lung  Cancer  campaign. 

(h)  Early  ascertainment  of  defective  vision.  This  matter  is 
dealt  with  in  the  separate  School  Health  Service  Report. 

(-0  Health  Education.  The  usual  short  talks  and  demonstrat- 
ions on  health  topics  were  given  during  the  year  by  the  District 
Nurses  to  Women's  Organisations,  mostly  W.R.I.  and  Woman's  Guild 
meetings,  the  total  number  being  19  talks  and  33  demonstrations. 

Six  talks  were  given  at  meetings  of  various  adult  organisations, 
three  by  a member  of  the  Medical  staff  of  the  Department,  and 
three  by  the  Medical  Adviser  of  the  Scottish  Council  of  Health 
Education. 

The  Medical  Lecturer  of  the  Scottish  Council  for  Health 
Education  paid  a week's  visit  to  the  County,  giving  talks  to  the 
pupils  and  to  one  adult  organisation. 
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(j)  Development  of  Preventive  Medicine.  Diseases  of 
bacterial  and  viral  origin  are  gradually  being  brought  under 
control  by  the  use  of  antibiotics  and  vaccines,  and  attention 
is  turning  from  these  conditions  to  others  of  more  obscure 
aetiology,  e.g.  prematurity,  congenital  malformations,  pre- 
eclamptic toxaemia,  hypertension,  coronary  thrombosis, 
carcinoma,  rheumatism,  mental  deficiency,  mental  illness, 
psychogenic  disorders,  problems  of  adolescence  and  old  age, 
to  mention  but  a few. 

Research  into  the  causes  of  these  conditions  should  be 
intensified,  for  until  the  aetiology  is  known,  specific  preven- 
tive measures  cannot  be  instituted  and  reliance  has  to  be  placed 
on  general  education  for  healthy  living  and  early  detection  of 
deviations  from  the  normal.  It  is  possible  that  Public  Health 
Departments  could,  by  epidemiological  studies,  assist  to  a 
greater  extent  in  the  research  which'  is  being  undertaken. 

Limited  application  of  the  sciences  of  genetics  and 
eugenics  in  the  human  field  within  the  family  framework  might 
contribute  towards  the  improvement  of  the  human  race.  At  present 
large  families  are  almost  the  prerogative  of  the  poor,  the 
ignorant  ancl  the  irresponsible,  who  are  least  able  to  provide  an 
environment  conducive  to  the  maximum  physical,  mental  and  spiritual 
growth  of  children. 

n this  technical  age,  when  the  demand  for  unskilled  labour 
is  declining,  it  would  be  an  advantage  if  the  balance  could  be 
reversed,  but  this  end  would  be  difficult  to  achieve  because  of  the 
difficulty  the  less  endowed  have  in  acquiring  and  applying  the 
knowledge  necessary  for  family  limitation,  and  the  reluctance  of 
the  well  endowed  to  increase  the  family  if  this  entails  the 
sacrifice  of  luxuries  or  a lowered  standard  of  living. 

These  difficulties  are  probably  insuperable  without  undue 
encroachment  on  the  liberty  of  the  individual  but  thought  might 
be  given  to  simplified  methods  of  family  limitation  on  the  one 
hand,  and  incentives  on  the  other. 

This  raises  the  age  old  problem  of  how  much  the  individual  is 
the  product  of  his  heredity  and  how  much  of  his  environment.  All 


- 26  - 

are  agreed  that  both  play  a part;  difference  of  opinion  only 
arising  as  to  which  exercises  the  greater  influence.  Both  should 
be  taken  into  account,  and  are  increasingly  being  taken  into  account 
by  the  majority,  in  planning  a family,  but  there  remains  a hard  core 
of  problem  families  who  continue  involuntarily  to  add,  almost  annu- 
ally to  the  family  already  overcrowded  and  in  conditions  of  squalor. 
Rehousing  is  not  the  whole  answer.  Where  congenital  abnormalities 
are  evident  in  the  offspring,  more  radical  methods  of  family 
limitation  are  often  welcomed  by  the  parents  and  are  surely 
justified,  but  action  is  taken  too  late  and  only  after  several 
defective  children  have  been  produced. 

Science  and  medicine  have  made  enormous  strides  in  recent 
decades  and  have  contributed  much  to  the  health  and  happiness  of 
the  community.  But  the  blessings  bestowed  are  not  always  unalloyed. 
Many,  who  would  formerly  have  succumbed  survive,  some  healthy, 
others  maimed  in  body  or  mind,  and  dependent  on  the  devoted 
attention  of  parents,  relatives  and  nurses.  The  burden  borne  by 
these  devoted  parents  could  be  lightened  by  increased  provision 
for  home  help,  occupational  therapy,  and  holiday  homes  for  the 
handicapped  to  allow  relatives  a respite  frcm  their  responsibilities. 

The  idea  of  positive  health,  as  opposed  to  the  absence  of 
disease  should  be  put  across,  and  facilities  for  indoor  and  outdoor 
sports  and  recreation  should  be  made  available  in  every  small 
community. 


8.  Infectious  Diseases 

During  the  year  1959,  the  death  rate  per  thousand  of  the 
population  from  the  principal  infectious  diseases  was  0.15  for 
the  Combined  County,  compared  to  an  average  of  0.09  for  the 
previous  five  years. 

The  number  of  confirmed  cases  of  infectious  disease  coming 
to  the  notice  of  the  medical  Officer  of  Health,  whether  by  noti- 
fication or  otherwise,  was  as  follows: 
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Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Dysentery 

Encephalitis  Lethargies 

Erysipelas 

Food  Poisoning 

Acute  Infective  Jaundice 

•Malaria 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Pneumonia,  Acute  Influenzal 
Pneumonia,  Acute  Primary 
Pneumonia,  not  otherwise 


21 

10 


19 


2 

6 


2 


notifiable 
Poliomyelitis 
Puerperal  Fever 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Scarlet  Fever 
Tuberculosis,  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis , Non— pulmonary 
Typhoid  Fever 
Paratyphoid  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 


46 

55 

9 

2 

2 

9 


22 


In  general,  the  figures  follow  the  usual  pattern.  During 
the  past  ten  years  there  has  been  only  one  case  of  diphtheria, 
and  this  was  infected  from  outside  the  area. 

There  were  two  cases  of  typhoid  fever,  and  it  will  be 
recalled  that  in  last  year’s  report  mention,  was  made  of  a case, 
the  causal  organism  of  which  had  not  been  found  in  this  country 
for  a number  of  years.  These  two  cases  occurred  in  the  same  area, 
and  intensive  investigation  was  carried  out  during  which  it  was 
found  that  the  possible  source  of  infection  was  a man  who  had 
suffered  from  this  unusual  type  of  typhoid  fever  many  years  ago, 
and  was  found  on  investigation  to  be  excreting  this  type  of 
organism.  The  man  subsequently  underwent’  hospital  treatment  which 
appeared  to  clear  up  the  trouble,  but  was  later  found  to  be  again 
excreting  the  organism.  He  has  been  given  instruction  in  personal 
hygiene  and  frequent  investigations  are  made  to  ensure  that  there 
is  no  danger  to  public  health.  Two  cases  of  paratyphoid  fever 
occurred,  both  of  whom  were  adults  from  the  same  family.  It  is 
perhaps  strange  that  these  two  cases  should  cesne  from  the  same 
area  as  the  two  typhoid  cases,  but  despite  thorough  investigation, 
no  source  of  infection  could  be  discovered.  There  were  three  cases 
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°f  food  poisoning,  none  of  which  were  related.  In  one,  a cadet  at 
an  army  camp  was  affected,  but  when  the  camp  was  visited,  it  was 
found  that  all  the  cadets  had  returned  to  their  homes.  The  other 
two  were  members  of  households,  and  the  trouble  occurred  while  they 
were  staying  at  their  homes,  but  in  spite  of  investigation,  no 
source  o^  infection  could  be  found.  It  is  always  difficult  to  trace 
the  source  of  infection  in  this  type  of  case  since  by  the  time  the 
symptoms  manifest  themselves,  any  material  which  might  have  helped 
in  tracing  the  source  has  been  disposed  of.  Nineteen  Cases  of 
dysentery  were  notified,  compared  to  twenty-six  last  year,  but 
these  were  scattered  cases  and  no  actual  outbreak  occurred  in  any 
one  place. 

There  were  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis  and  as  this  was  a 
particularly  sunny  and  warm  summer,  it  would  appear  that  our 
programme  of  inoculation  against  this  disease  is  proving 
effective. 

46  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified,  compared  to  56 
last  year,  and  9 cases  of  whooping  cough,  compared  to  27  last  year. 

There  were  21  cases  of  acute  influenzal  pneumonia,  compared  to 
7 last  year,  and  practically  all  these  cases  occurred  during  the 
months  of  February  and  March  when  there  was  a fairly  high 
incidence  of  influenza  which,  however,  was  of  a fairly  mild  nature. 
Figures  for  the  other  types  of  pnuemonia  were  about  average. 


9.  Venereal  Diseases 

The  figures  for  new;  cases  from  this  area  in  attendance  at  the 
clinics  at  Perth  and  Stirling  are  shown  below: 


Perth 

Stirling: 

Total 

(a)  Syphilis 

3 

_ 

3 

(b)  Gonorrhoea 

22 

3 

25 

(c)  Other  venereal  conditions 

28 

4 

32 

(d)  Non -venereal  conditions 

53 

7 

60 

16 

2 

18 

69 


9 


78 
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The  figures  for  last  year  were  Perth  42,  Stirling  5,  Total  47. 


10.  Mental  Health 

During  the  year  23  persons  were  admitted  to  Mental  Hospitals 
at  the  instance  of  Authorised  Officers  - Murthly  Hospital  12, 
Murray  Royal  Hospital  9 and  Stratheden  Hospital  2.  Of  this 
number  4 were  admitted  as  voluntary  patients. 

One  certified  mental  defective  was  admitted  to  ’Waverley 
Park  Certified  Institution,  Kirkintilloch.  Five  patients  were 
admitted  to  Strathmartine  Hospital  (formerly  Baldovan  Instit- 
ution) of  whom  cne  was  certified  and  four  admitted  on  an 
informal  basis. 

The  number  of  mental  defectives  under  guardianship 
remained  at  four,  no  new  cases  being  placed  during  the  year. 

On  behalf  of  the  Eastern  Regional  Hospital  Board, 
statutory  supervision  and  aftercare  were  given  to  three  persons 
suffering  from  mental  illness  and  who  had  been  placed  under 
guardianship. 

Extensive  use  continued  to  be  made  of  the  Perth  Mental 

Clinic. 

The  provision  of  a Senior  Occupational  Centre  for  the 
Mentally  Handicapped  at  Blairgowrie  is  under  consideration, 
also  the  appointment  of  a Social  Worker  whose  duties  would 
include  work  in  connection  with  the  welfare  of  the  mentally 
handicapped. 


11.  Orthopaedic  Service 

This  Regional  Hospital  Board  Service  continues  to 
function  within  the  framework  of  the  County  Health  Department 
Tvith  advantage  to  all  concerned.  The  undernoted  figures  show 
the  work  dene  during  the  year. 
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12.  Registration  of  Nursing  Homes 

There  are  three  private  Nursing  Homes  registered  in  the 
area,  at  Crieff,  Aberfoyle  and  Callander,  and  in  each  case 
medical  cases  only  are  taken. 

SCHOOL  HEALTH 

A separate  report  for  the  year  ending  31st  July,  1959,  has 
already  been  issued. 


WELFARE  SERVICE 

Mr.  W.  Brannan  - Chief  Administrative  Assistant 


Residential  Accommodation 

Admissions  and  discharges  to  the  County  Councils 
Residential  Homes  were  as  follows: 


Strathearn 

Cuil-an- 

Daraich 

Cottage 

Home 

St.  John' 
Mount 

In  residence  at 
32/32/58 

27 

24 

7 

6 

Admissions  during 
the  year 

22 

19 

5 

5 

Discharges  during 
the  year 

22 

13 

4 

4 

In  residence  at 
31/22/59 

27 

30 

8 

7 

Mr.  William  Graham,  v\ho  had  been  Manager  at  Cuil-an-Daraich 
for  thiroeen  years,  died  in  July.  It  was  decided  not  to  fill  the 
post  of  Manager,  but  to  appoint  an  Assistant  Matron.  Mrs.  Maud 
Conner  was  appointed  to  the  post  and  commenced  duty  on  18th 

September,  1959. 

It  was  decided  to  provide  new  accommodation  for  the  Matron 
at  Cuil-an-Daraich  and  to  utilise  the  existing  accommodation, 
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suitably  adapted,  for  improved  staff  quarters  and  for  residents. 

Voluntary  Eventide  Homes . In  addition  to  the  provision  made  in 
the  Council’s  own  Residential  Homes,  there  are  agreements  with 
Voluntary  Organisations  running  Homes  for  Old  People  whereby  the 
Council  assist  with  the  cost  of  maintenance  of  residents  admitted 
to  these  Homes  but  who  are  unable  to  meet  the  standard  maintenance 
charge  in  full. 

The  Homes  and  the  numbers  of  residents  towards  whose  mainten- 
ance payment  was  made  during  the  year  were  as  follows: 


Church  of  Scotland  Homes 

Belmont  Castle,  Meigle  H 

Inglevrood,  Alloa  1 

Kinloch  House,  Collessie  1 

Blair  House,  Trossachs  2 

Invereck,  Dunoon  2 

Baxter  House,  Glasgow  1 

Hope  Park  Home,  Blairgowrie  H 

Mailer  Home  of  Rest,  Auchterarder  3 

Whitelaw  Home,  Auchterarder  5 

Richmond  House,  Crieff  16 

Robert  Douglas  Memorial  Home,  Scone  4 


temporary  Accommodation.  Temporary  accommodation  for  homeless 
families  was  provided  in  Strathearn  Home  for  varying  periods  on 
three  occasions  throughout  the  year.  One  family  consisting  of  a 
mother  and  three  children  remained  in  the  accommodation  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 


Hospital  Care.  On  behalf  of  the  Eastern  Regional  Hospital  Board 
accommodation  continued  to  be  provided  in  Strathearn  Home  and 
Cuil-an-Daraich  for  long-term  sick  patients. 

Admissions  and  discharges  during  the  year  were  as  follows: 


Strathearn 

C nil -an 

Home 

Daraich 

In  Hospital  'Wards  at  31/12/58 

28 

16 

Admissions  during  year 

12 

4 

Discharges  and  deaths  during  year 

9 

5 

In  Hospital  Wards  at  31/12/59 

31 

15 

Welfare  of  the  Aged 


No  additional  Local  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committees  were 
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fonned  during  the  year,  the  number  of  Committees  remaining  at  14  > 
The  principal  functions  of  these  Committees  are  to  combat  loneli- 
ness amongst  old  people  by  regular  visitation  and  to  keep  them  in 
close  touch  with  the  life  of  the  community  by  the  formation  of 
clubs  where  they  can  meet  socially  and  be  entertained.  A number, 
as  mentioned  earlier  in  the  Report,  are  either  on  their  own  or  in 
co-operation  with  other  organisations,  operating  a chiropody 
service,  and  six  Committees  provide  a Meals  Service  whereby  old 
people  who  are  incapable  of  cooking  a meal  for  themselves  are 
assured  of  a substantial  midday  meal  several  days  per  week. 


Welfare  Service  for  Handicapped  Persons 

(a)  Blind.  The  Society  for  teaching  the  Blind  to  Read  in 
the  County  and  City  of  Perth  continues  to  carry  out  the  duties  of 
the  Council  in  relation  to  the  blind  and  the  partially  sighted. 
During  the  year  ended  31/3/59 > sixteen  persons  were  certified 
blind  and  registered  for  the  first  time.  The  total  number  of 
blind  persons  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  147. 
Details  of  the  cases  are  as  follows: 


Age_  Group  Total. 

2 to  4 years  1 

5 to  15  years  5 

16  to  20  years  2 

21  to  39  years  13 

40  to  59  years  23 

60  to  69  years  27 

Over  70  years  76 


Children  Not  at  school  — under  age  1 

(1-15)  Not  at  school  - additionally-  handicapped  2 

At  oCnOO-L  o 

Adults  In  sheltered  employment  - Workshops 

for  the  Blind 

In  other  employment  cj 

Unemployed  2, 

Not  available  for  employment  — 

Housewives,  retired  persons  etc„  47 

Not  capable  of  work  75 

Partially  Sighted.  The  number  of  persons,  on  the 
Register  of  Partially  Sighted  Persons  at  the  end  of  the  year 

was  ten. 
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(°)  Deaf  and  Dumb.  The  Dundee  Mission  for  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb  continued  to  carry  out  on  behalf  of  the  Council  their  duties 
in  relation  to  the  Welfare  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb.  There  were  eight 
persons  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

(d)  Other  Handicapped  Persons.  The  County  Council  was 
responsible  for  the  maintenance  of  one  case  in  each  of  the  follow— 
ing  Homes  for  the  J1andicapped  during  the  year:  Epileptic  Colony, 
Bridge  of  Weir,  Chalfont  Colony  for  Epileptics,  Red  Cross  House 
for  the  Physically  Handicapped,  Largs,  Anton  House  for  Cripple 
Girls,  Broughty  Ferry  and  the  Papworth  Settlement  for  the 
Tuberculous . 

Under  the  scheme  for  the  training  of  the  home— bound  based  on 
Anton  House,  there  v«re  fourteen  handicapped  persons  being 
trained  or  supervised. 

Financial  assistance  was  given  in  two  instances  towards  the 
cost  of  providing  suitable  access  from  the  public  road  to  garages 
for  the  accom  odation  of  mechanically  propelled  chairs  of 
handicapped  persons. 


Removal  of  Persons  in  Urgent  Need  of  Care 

The  statutory  powers  for  compulsory  removal  under  Section  47 
of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948  had  to  be  used  an  one 
occasion  during  the  year. 


Care  of  Property  of  Persons  admitted  to  Hospital  etc. 

Arrangements  required  to  be  made  for  the  protection  of 
moveable  property  in  fifteen  instances.  Including  property  taken 
into  care  in  previous  years,  protection  was  given  in  23  cases. 

Burial  or  Cremation  of  the  Dead 


During  the  year  the  burial  of  ten  persons  was  carried  out, 
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Registration  of  Old  People’ s Bones 

Three  new  Homes  were  registered  during  the  year.  The  number 
of  Homes  an  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  fifteen. 


CHILDREN 


Mr.  F.J.  Earns  haw  - Children’s  Officer. 


1.  Children  Act 


Number  of  children  in  care  as  at  31st  December,  1959  was  as 
follows : 


Children  in  care  as  at  1/1/59 
Children  received  into  care  during  1959 


Children  discharged  from  care 
during  1959 

Children  in  care  as  at  31/12/59 

Details  are  as  follows: 

Boarded  out  with  Relatives 
Boarded  out  with  Strangers 
Kippen  House,  Dunning 
Pitversie  Nursery,  Abernethy 
Dr.  Bamardo’s  Homes 
Smyllum  Park  School,  Lanark 
The  Orphanage,  Aberlour 
Florence  Booth  House,  Dundee 
Redheugh,  Kilbimie 
Children  over  school  leaving  age 
under  supervision 


Boys 

Girls 

Total 

87 

63 

150 

56 

48 

104 

143 

in 

' 254 

68 

64 

132 

75 

47 

122 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

12 

13 

25 

31 

15 

46 

10 

7 

17 

9 

5 

14 

1 

— 

1 

2 

1 

3 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

2 

- 

2 . 

8 

4 

12 

75 


47  122 
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Seasons  for  remaining  in  care  as  at  31st  December,  1959 


Boys 

Girls 

Total 

No  parent  or  guardian 

11 

5 

16 

Abandoned  or  lost 

1 

1 

Parent(s)  in  desertion 

1 

3 

4 

Infirmity  of  Parent  or  Guardian 
Parent  or  guardian  committed  to  prison 

10 

6 

16 

or  remanded  in  custody 
Child  illegitimate  and  mother  unable 

2 

1 

3 

to  provide 

34 

17 

51 

Other  reasons 

16 

15 

31 

75 

47 

1 22 

Age  groups  of  children  in  care  as  at 

31st  December, 

1959 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Aged  under  2 years 

Aged  2 years  but  not  of  compulsory 

15 

12 

27 

school  age 

10 

8 

18 

Of  compulsory  school  age 

33 

18 

51 

Over  compulsory  school  age 

17 

9 

26 

75  47  1 22 


Reasons  for  movement  into  care  during  year  ended  31/12/59 


Abandoned  or  lost 
Parent(s)  in  desertion 
Infirmity  of  parent  or  guardian 
Parent  or  guardian  committed  to  prison 
or  remanded  in  custody 
Child  illegitimate  and  mother 
unable  to  provide 
Other  reasons 


Boys  Girls  Total 

1 1 

14  5 

37  33  70 

2 1 3 

10  7 17 

5 3 8 


56  48  104 


Reasons  for  movement  out  of  care  during  year  ended  31/12/59 


Care  taken  over  by  parents 
Adopted 

Attained  age  of  18  years 
Other  reasons 


Boys  Girls  Total 

60  58  118 

12  3 

4 4 8 

3 3 


68  64  132 


No  children  were  committed  to  the  care  of  the  County  Council 
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during  the  year  but  three  children  were  brought  before  the 
Juvenile  Court  in  terms  of  Section  3(5)  of  the  Education 
(Scotland)  Act,  1956,  for  irregular  attendance  at  school.  The 
Court  made  an  Order  placing  the  children  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Children's  Officer. 

2.  Kippen  House,  Dunning 

(a)  Acc ommoda tion . The  internal  redecoration  was  completed 
during  the  year.  This  has  had  the  effect  of  giving  the  Home  a- 
very  fresh  and  bright  appearance.  The  colour  scheme  in  the  various 
dormitories  has  been  greatly  admired  by  the  many  visitors  to  the 
Home.  The  installation  of  a refrigerator  has  proved  to  be  a great 
asset. 

(b)  Staff.  One  junior  member  of  staff  left  in  November, 
otherwise  the  Home  has  been  fully  staffed  and  since  there  were  no 
other  changes  in  staff  during  the  year,  this  has  added  -to  the 
smooth  running  of  the  Heme. 

(c)  Visitation . On  the  invitation  of  Dr.  KcDonagh,  Convener 
of  the  Children  Committee,  the  members  of  the  Committee,  were  invited 
to  view  the  Children's  Home  and  to  gain  an  insight  into  the  general 
•welfare  of  the  children  who  were  accommodated  therein.  As  well  ,as 
members,  schoolmasters,  minister  and  medical  practitioner,  who  are 
in  some  measure  associated  with  the  children,  were  also  invited. 

Some  twenty-five  persons  attended  on  Hth  June,  and  all  spent  a 
most  enjoyable  time,  taking  an  interest  in  the  general  set— up  and 
running  of  the  Heme , and  of  the  children  who  were  in  residence  at 
the  time.  I -embers  of  the  Committee  and  all  members  of  the  County 
Council  are  welcome  to  visit  the  Children's  Home  at  any  time. 

(^)  Social  Activities.  Social  functions  are  many  and  varied 
in  a Children's  Home,  and  this  year  was  no  exception. 

A visit  to  a Pantomime  in  Glasgow  and  high  tea  after  the  show 

* 

was  indeed  a very  exciting  and  enjoyable  outing.  This  outing  was 
provided  from  funds  donated  by  many  kind  friends  of  the  children 
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m the  Home.  Invitations  to  parties  and  picnics  from  Muthill 
Parish  Church  and  Scone  New  Church  v^re  eagerly  accepted  and  the 
outings  were  very  much  enjoyed. 

The  staff  of  Messrs.  Todd  & Duncan,  Kinross,  have  continued 
to  take  a. particular  interest  in  the  children,  and  no  child.s 
birthday  is  forgotten.  Likewise  at  Christmas  a personal  gift  is 
sent  to  each  child  as  well  as  sweets  and  fruit  for  distribution 
at  the  Christmas  Party.  It  was  indeed  an  added  pleasure  to  welcome 
cur  good  friends  to  a picnic  at  Kippen  House  during  the  Summer.  The 
children  made  many  new  friends  on  this  occasion  and  it  is  hoped  that 
this  personal  contact  will  continue.  It  is  most  gratifying  to  know 

that  so  many  people  have  so  much  consideration  for  our  less 
fortunate  young  folks. 

'^embers  of  Women's  Rural  Institutes  and  other  organisations 
continue  to  take  an  interest  in  the  Home.  Many  gifts  of  sweets, 
iruit  and  knitted  goods  are  received  and  are  most  acceptable.  Dr 
-cDonagh  and  the  Children's  Officer  gave  quite  a number  of  talks 
at  various  Institutes  throughout  the  County  and  are  always  very 
pleased  to  do  so.  Talks  have  also  teen  given  at  Parent-Teacher 
Associations,  Youth  Fellowships,  Rotary  Clubs  and  other  kindred 
organisations.  A keen  interest  is  always  taken  in  a subject  where 
general  ..ell-being  of  children  is  concerned,  and  Dr.  KcDonagh 
and  the  Children's  Officer  are  always  ready  to  give  a talk  to  any 
Organisation. 

The  annual  outing  to  Leven  was  again  a very  enjoyable  and 
successful  outing . Thanks  to  a grant  from  the  Perth  and  County 
Children's  Fund,  some  twenty-six  children  from  Perth  Landward  area 
also  enjoyed  this  outing.  These  children  are  chosen  frop  poor  hones 
and  with  the  willing  assistance  of  voluntary  helpers,  they  spent  an 
enjoyable  day  at  the  seaside. 

A day  to  the  Edinburgh  Zoo  always  seems  to  cause  excitement, 
ana  this  outing  is  talked  about  for  weeks  before  the  actual  date, 
it  is  only  natural,  of  course,  that  this  type  of  outing  appeals  to 
tne  young,  as  it  offers  them  an  opportunity  of  seeing  in  reality 
these  animals,  birds,  etc.  which  are  nonnally  only  seen  in  pictures, 
f-iembers  of  Messrs.  Alexander's  Bus  Company  again  entertained 
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the  children  at  the  Christinas  Party.  This  was  again  a very 
successful  Party,  with  all,  old  and  young  alike,  enjoying  them- 
selves to  the  full.  Mr.  W.  Robbins  from  Scone  with  his  perform- 
ing Alsation  dog  also  entertained  the  children  at  the  Party,  and 
needless  to  say,  this  act  was  not  only  amusing,  but  also  amazing. 

The  County  Council  have  now  had  a Children's  Hone  for  some 
fifteen  years  and  consequently  some  of  the  children  who  have  passed 
in  and  out  of  the  doors  of  Rossie  House,  Forgandenny  and  Kippen 
House,  Dunning,  are  now  young  men  and  women.  We  have  had  all  types 
- those  who  were  meek  and  mild  and  those  who  were  tough  and  fiery. 
Some  of  the  latter  never  wanted  to  set  eyes  again  on  the  Home  once 
away.  Eut  memories  are  not  easily  cast  away,  whether  they  be  good 
or  bad,  and  so,  as  the  years  pass,  frequently  an  unexpected  visitor 
appears  out  of  the  past  in  the  way  of  a young  man  or  woman  who 
just  had  to  come  back".  This  is  indeed  very  rewarding.  It  is 
interesting  to  meet  these  young  people,  particularly  when  two  happen 
to  meet  again  after  a lapse  of  years  and  talk  of  old  times  and 
escapades  shared  together  in  the  Home.  Some  of  our  past  mysteries 
are  being  solved.  We  thought  we  knew  what  went  on  in  and  around  our 
Children's  Home.  Now  we  know  that  we  did  not. 

(e)  General.  The  number  of  children  admitted  during  the  year 
is  five  Isss  than  last  year.  A family  of  sis  who  had  been  in  the 


Home  for  a considerable  time  and  who  were 
their  parent,  brought  the  figure  down  to 
years. 

returned 
the  lowest 

to  the 
total 

care  of 
for  some 

Children  in  Home  at  1/1/59 
Children  admitted  during  year 

Boys 

22 

20 

Girls 

7 

23 

Total 

29 

43 

Children  discharged  during  year 

42 

32 

30 

23 

72 

55 

Children  in  Heme  at  31/12/59 

10 

7 

17 

3.  Care  of  Older  Children 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  in  care  who 


are  in  employment: 
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Apprentice  Bricklayer 

Apprentice  Baker 

Apprentice  Electrician 

Apprentice  Joiner 

Apprentice  Turner 

Apprentice  Blacksmith 

Apprentice  Engineer 

Kill  Worker 

Farm  Worker 

Van-boy 

Student 

Machinist 

Waitress 

Grocery  Shop  Assistant 
Domestic 


Boys  Girls  Total 


1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

3 3 

1 1 

2 2 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 


14  4 16 

Fortunately,  during  the  year  it  has  not  been  difficult  to  find 
suitable  employment  for  school  leavers.  Most  young  lads  are  still 
keen  to  take  up  a trade.  Others  are  still  keen  to  join  up  in  the 
Boys ' Service  of  one  of  the  Services  but,  with  the  fall  in  numbers 
of  Service  Personnel  required,  young  lads  are  finding  the  standard 
of  entry  quite  a severe  test.  It  was  gratifying  to  know  that  one 
young  lad  qualified  as  a Chartered  Accountant. 


4.  Nursery  Accommodation 

Pitversie  Nursery  has  had  quite  a busy  year  and  is  proving 
a great  asset  to  the  Service  for  the  care  of  young  children.  Many 
babies  pass  through  the  Nursery  prior  to  placement  for  adoption, 
and  many  adoptive  parents  are  now  paying  a return  visit  to  show 
off  their  family. 


Children  in  Nursery  at  1/1/59 
Children  admitted  during  year 

Bovs 

5 

34 

Girls 

11 

21 

Total 

16 

55 

Children  discharged  during  year 

39 

30 

32 

27 

71 

57 

Children  in  Nursery  at  31/12/59 

9 

5 

14 

41 


5.  Adoption 

During  the  year,  three  Adoption  Orders  were  granted  in 
respect  of  children  who  were  in  the  Council^  care.  Eleven 
children  were  placed  with  a view  to  adoption,  and  of  these  two 
Adoption  Orders  have  been  granted.  One  baby  girl  wa s adopted 
by  a couple  from  Nyasaland  to  complete  their  family  of  two.  An 
infant  boy,  who  was  born  with  one  arm  and  who  had  been  placed 
with  foster-parents  when  he  was  six  months  old,  was  adopted  by 
them  after  being  with  them  for  two  years. 

The  Adoption  Act,  1953,  came  into  force  on  1st  April,  1959. 
This  Act  practically  repeals  all  previous  adoption  legislation.. 
New  regulations  have  been  issued  and  these,  along  vdth  the  New 
Act,  are  in  full  operation. 


6.  Children  Act  (1958) 

Under  this  Act  which  came  into  operation  on  1st  April,  1959, 
the  County  Council  have  a duty  of  ensuring  the  well-being  of 
foster  children  who  are  resident  within  the  area  of  the  Combined 
County.  Under  this  Act,  a foster-child  is  defined  as  a child 
below  the  upper  limit  of  the  compulsory  school  age  whose  care  and 
maintenance  are  undertaken  for  reward  for  a period  exceeding  one 
calendar  month,  by  a person  who  is  not  a relative  or  guardian  of 
the  child.  This  Act  repeals  Part  I of  the  Children  and  Young 
Persons  (Scotland)  Act,  1937* 

Five  intimations  were  received  during  the  year,  three  were 
removed  from  the  Register,  leaving  eight  on  the  Register  at  31st 
December,  1959.  Eleven  children  were  supervised  during  the  year; 
home  conditions  and  the  standard  of  care  and  maintenance  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory  in  each  case. 


7.  The  Boarding-out  of  Children  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1959 

Under  Section  11+  of  the  Children  Act,  1943,  the  Secretary  of 
State  may  make  regulations  for  the  welfare  of  children.  Until  this 
year,  the  regulations  made  in  1947  continued  to  operate,  but  new 
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regulations  care  into  operation  on  1st  August.  The  regulations 
which  apply  to  Tduntary  organisations  as  wejl  as  Local  Auth- 
orities, include  provisions  for  the  consideration  of  the  suit- 
ability of  children  for  boarding  out,  the  suitability  of  pros- 
pective foster-parents  and  foster-hemes , visits  and  reports 
thereon,  medical  and  dental  examination,  supervision  and 
termination  of  boarding  out,  and  records  to  be  maintained  and 
information  to  be  exchanged  by  responsible  authorities. 

'■ith  the  new  regulations  increasing  administrative  duties 
and  requiring  twice  as  many  visits  to  boarded  out  children  it 
was  necessary  to  consider  the  appointment  of  additional  stiff 
In  this  connection  it  has  teen  agreed  to  appoint  a qualified 
social  worker  to  be  shared  with  the  welfare  Department  and  to 
reconsider  the  position  in  two  years  tire,  since  it  is  antici- 
pated that  the  extra  and  increasing  duties  of  the  Children's 

Service  may  merit  the  appointment  of  a full-time  Child  Care 
Assistant. 


8.  General  Remarks 

1959  has  seen  the  introduction  of  revised  legislation  in  the 
Child  Care  Service,  intended  to  bring  it  up  to  date  and  in  keeping 
with  modem  trends.  The  Child  Care  Service  is  a deeply  personal 
service.  At  a Conference  in  England  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
said  of  Children ' s Officers  - "You  are  persons,  and  you  deal  with 
persons".  And  how  true  these  words  are.  It  is  a Service  which 
c-ppeals  to  the  public;  and  it  is  encouraging  to  know  that  so  many 
organisations  and  people  wish  to  learn  about  the  "care  of  deprived 
children";  it  is  surprising  to  learn  how  little  the  public  in 
general  know  of  this  Service.  Could  it  be  that  insufficient 
is  made  of  the  Press,  or  is  it  deeds  that  count,  not  words? 


use 


COUNTIES  OF  PERTH  AND  KINROSS 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


BY  THE 

COUNTY  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

for  the  year 


1959 


- 45  - 


INTRODUCTION 

A great  deal  of  progress  was  made  during  the  year,  especially  in 
matters  dealing  with  Food  and  Food  Hygiene. 

As  from  1st  January,  1959  the  Combined  County  became  an  area 
where  100%  meat  inspection  is  carried  out.  All  meat  slaughtered  for 
human  consumption  is  now  examined  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  before  it 
leaves  the  slaughterhouse. 

The  premises  of  the  last  registered  dairy  without  a Designated 
Licence  were  improved  and  modernised  during  the  year  and  a T.T.  Licence 
was  issued.  This  made  Perth  and  Kinross  one  of  the  first  large 
Counties  in  Scotland  to  have  all  dairies  reach  this  standard.  Sampling 
of  milk  was  stepped  up  by  38%  and  more  attention  was  paid  to  the  less 
satisfactory  dairies.  Unfortunately  it  was  found  necessary  to  revoke 
or  suspend  5 designated  Licences  until  the  milk  produced  at  the  dairies 
concerned  was  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  percentage  of  samples  of  whisky  found  to  be  adulterated  was 
0.98%  in  1959  as  compared  with  14.7%  in  1957  and  it  is  thought  that 
the  publicity  gained  in  the  last  three  years  when  a number  of  pub- 
licans were  prosecuted  for  selling  whisky  not  of  the  prescribed  stan- 
dard Is  now  having  the  necessary  effect. 

The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  were  introduced  during  the  year  and 
it  is  apparent  that  they  were  long  overdue.  There  are  approximately 
1,200  food  premises  in  this  County  and,  if  the  Regulations  are  to  be 

enforced  as  they  should  be,  adequate  time  will  have  to  be  devoted  to 
this  purpose. 

Tne  work  spent  in  previous  years  in  connection  with  seasonal 
Workers  * camps  bore  "fruit"  in  1959  and  it'  can  be  said  that,  with  only 
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a few  exceptions,  the  camps  complied  with  the  Byelaws.  Although 
these  camps  do  not  reach  the  "Dorchester'*  standard  they  at  least 
meet  the  basic  needs  of  the  fruit  pickers  for  their  short  stays 
in  the  camps. 

A Central  Regional  Scavenging  Scheme  was  brought  into  operation 
during  the  year  and  a report  was  submitted  for  a proposed  Highland 
Regional  Scheme.  A complete  re-organisation  of  the  Perth  District 
also  took  place  and  this  showed  the  desired  results.  The  scavenging 
service  for  the  Western  District  is  still  carried  out  by  contracted 
labour  and  it  is  hoped  that  a Scheme  can  be  prepared  to  make  possible 
the  introduction  of  a similar  service  in  that  area. 

The  volume  of  work  covered  in  the  Report  would  not  have  been 
possible  without  the  full  support  which  I received  from  my  staff  and 
I have  to  accord  my  appreciation  of  this.  I also  wish  to  thank  the 
members  of  the  County  Council  and  other  officials  for  their  co- 
operation and  assistance. 

W.A.  DUNLOP 

M.R.San.A.,  M.Inst.P.C. 
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JOINT  COUNTY  FUNCTIONS 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  SAMPLING 


Th©  undemoted  table  shows  the  nature  and  number  of  samples 
purchased  or  submitted: 


Number  Examined  Number  Adulterated 
Formal  Informal  Total  Formal  Informal  Total 


Baking  Powder 

1 

1 

Cereals 

1 

1 

Cheese  Products 

4 

4 

Cream 

2 

2 

Cream  of  Tartar 

1 

1 

Confectionery 

2 

2 

Fruit 

3 

3 

Flavours,  etc. 

4 

4 

Gin 

12 

12 

Ice  Cream 

14 

_ 

14 

Jams,  Jellies,  etc. 

3 

3 

Lemon  Pie  Filling 

1 

1 

Meat  and  Fish  Pastes 

4 

4 

Medicinal  Samples 

2 

2 

Milk 

29 

225 

254 

5 

13 

18 

Mince 

33 

1 

34 

5 

1 

6 

Mineral  Water 

1 

1 

Rum 

9 

9 

Sauces  and  Pickles 

4 

4 

Sausages 

15 

15 

1 

1 

Spices  and  Condiments 

1 

1 

Tea 

3 

3 

Tinned  Goods 

5 

5 

Vegetables 

1 

1 

Whisky 

102 

- 

102 

1 

- 

1 

TOTALS 

214 

269 

483 

12 

14 

26 

The  adulterated  formal  samples  were  dealt  with  as  follows: 


Milk  Mince 


16.3$  Deficient  in 
1.88$  " " 

Fat) 

SNF) 

Admonished. 

96  p.p.m.  S.02 

- Accused  died 
before  case 

was  heard. 

1.33$ 

If 

19 

Fat) 

Warning 

0.70$ 

II 

II 

SNF) 

letter  sent. 

160  p.p.m.  S.O^ 

- Fined  £4. 

2.0$ 

n 

If 

Fat) 

do. 

48  p.p.m.  S.0„ 

- Warning 

1.43$ 

it 

It 

SNF) 

letter  sent. 

3.4$ 

n 

If 

Fat 

do. 

192  p.p.m.  S.Og 

- Fined  £12. 

2.33$ 

tt 

II 

Fat) 

do. 

624  p.p.m.  S.0o 

- Absolute 

2.7$ 

if 

P 

SNF) 

Discharge . 

Whisky 

Sausages 

66°Proof 

- Case  dropped  by  Fiscal. 

56O  p.p.m.  S.02 

- Fined  £2 

Other  Offences  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act.  1956 

Club  Barman  refused  to  serve  Sampling  Officers  - Admonished 

(Test  Case) 

Butcher  refused  to  serve  Sampling  Officers  when 

Asked  for  Mince  - Fined  £7  or 

30  days. 

It  was  found  during  the  year  that  fewer  "not  genuine"  samples 
were  taken  than  in  previous  years,  the  number  being  6$  of  the  samples 
taken  as  against  13$  in  1958.  By  regular  sampling,  however,  Sampling 
Officers  find  that  it  becomes  increasingly  difficult  for  them  to  con- 
ceal their  identity  when  sampling  and,  if  they  are  not  recognised  on 
sight,  their  request  for  "two  large  whiskies",  "three-quarters  of  a 
pound  of  mince" , "l/8d.  worth  of  ice  cream",  etc.  soon  gives  them 
away.  This,  coupled  with  an  efficient  "grapevine"  system  tends  to 
reduce  the  effectiveness  of  their  work.  Fortunately  this  "grapevine" 
is  not  foolproof,  as  was  discovered  when  the  Sampling  Officers  were 
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purchasing  mince  from  a shop  where  a sample  containing  excess  pre- 
servatives had  been  procured  several  months  previously.  During 
their  visit  the  butcher  served  the  Sampling  Officer  with  the  usual 
three-quarters  of  a pound  of  mince  and  then  stated  that  he  hoped 
they  would  now  visit  all  the  shops  in  the  town  as  the  last  time 
they  had  been  sampling  in  that  area  the  first  butcher  visited  had 
warned  all  the  others  except  him,  and  he  was  the  one  who  was  caught 


Whisky  Sampling 

Whisky  sampling  was  again  regularly  carried  out  although  not  to 
the  same  extent  as  in  the  last  two  years.  It  would  appear,  however, 
that  the  publicity  given  to  previous  cases  is  having  the  desired 
effect  and  reducing  the  percentage  of  adulterated  samples.  This  is 
evident  from  the  figures  for  this  period. 


Year 

Ho.  of  samples 

Percentage 

submitted 

adulterated 

1957 

68 

14.7 

1958 

215 

5.58 

1959 

102 

0.98 

It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  lack  of  publicity  in  1959  will 
increase  the  percentage  of  adulterated  samples  in  i960. 


In  the  one  case  of  adulterated  whisky,  which  took  place  at  a 
large  Hotel,  complaints  were  brought  under  the  Act  by  the  Procurator 
Fiscal  against  (1)  the  owner  of  the  Hotel,’  (2)  the  Scottish  Manager, 
and  (3)  the  head  barman.  The  Sheriff  sustained  objections  to  the 
complaint  in  respect  of  the  second  and  third  accused  and  decided 
that  the  case  against  the  first  accused  must  either  be  established 
by  proof  or  conceded  by  the  Crown.  Written  Judgement  of  this  case 
is  contained  in  Appendix  I of  this  Report. 
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Other  spirits  such  as  Rum,  Brandy,  and  Gin  which  were  also  sampled, 
although  to  a much  lesser  degree  than  Whisky,  appear  to  reach  the  cus-  ' 
toner  in  a genuine  state,  and  so  far  no  samples  of  these  spirits  have 
been  found  to  be  adulterated. 

In  licensed  premises  it  is  gratifying  to  the  Sampling  Officers 
to  hear  the  favourable  comments  often  expressed  by  the  customers  and 
Licensees  alike  when  sampling  is  being  carried  out.  It  is  obvious 
that  customers  want  this  to  be  done  and  the  owners  of  most  premises 
welcome  our  visits.  One.  barman  in  fact  displays  a letter  from  the 
Sampling  Officer  stating  that  a sample  of  Whisky  taken  from  his  premises 
was  found  to  be  genuine . 

Mince  and  Sausage  Sampling 

Cases  of  non-genuine  Mince,  i.e.  Mince  containing  excessive  pre- 
servative or  preservative  outwith  the  permitted  periods  in  the  year, 
were  quite  numerous. 


The  period  immediately  before  the  beginning  of  June  continually 
reveals  the  addition  of  preservative  although  none  is  allowed  at  that 
time.  A certain  amount  of  sympathy  must  be  felt  for  the  butchers,  how- 
ever, as  the  month  of  May  can,  and  has  been  over  the  past  few  years, 
warm  and  sunny  — conditions  which  tend  to  turn  meat,  particularly  Mince, 
sour  within  a short  time.  It  is  conceivable  that  the  law  is  rather 
strict  considering  the  climatic  conditions  and  it  would  be  reasonable 
if  May  was  to  be  included  in  the  permitted  periods. 

In  butchers’  shops  there  is,  of  course,  an  alternative  to  the  use 
of  preservative,  viz.  the  provision  of  a refrigerated  display  cabinet. 
These  cabinets' are  expensive  but  their  sales  appeal  will  eventually 
lead  to  their  common  use  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  change-over  will 
take  place  in  the  not  too  distant  future. 
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Refrigerated  display- 
cabinet  in  butcher' s 
shop  in  Pitlochry 


Milk  Sampling 

Many  of  the  milk  samples  which  did  not  comply  with  the  Regulations, 
although  falling  short  of  the  minimum  standard  of  8.5$  solids  not  fat 
and  3$  fat,  were  found  to  contain  no  added  water  and  the  producers  con- 
cerned were  advised  to  contact  the  Collegd  of  Agriculture  for  advice. 
Only  one  case  was  sent  to  the  Fiscal  and  the  producer  was  admonished 
by  the  Sheriff. 

Obstruction 


Two  cases  of  Obstruction  were  dealt  with. during  the  year. 
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In  one  case  a butcher  refused  to  serve  a Sampling  Officer  with 
mince  from  a tray  on  the  counter.  When  asked  for  the  required 
amount  for  the  sample  he  said  that  it  was  for  an  order,  took  it 
into  the  back  shop  and  asked  the  vanman  to  deliver  it.  The  vanman 
proceeded  to  do  so  with  unusual  speed.  It  was  not,  however, 
delivered  to  the  address  given.  An  alternative  address  was  later 
given  but  it  was  thought  that  the  mince  delivered  there  was  not  that 
which  was  removed  in  such  great  haste  from  the  shop.  A plea  of 
"Guilty"  was  given  when  the  case  was  brought  before  the  Sheriff 
and  the  accused  was  fined  £7  or  30  days. 

In  the  other  case  of  Obstruction  the  Sampling  Officers 
entered  the  premises  of  a Club,  which  is  a Private  Club  registered 
under  the  Licensing  Acts,  1903  to  1921,  and  applied  to  purchase  two 
glasses  of  Whisky  for  analysis.  The  baman,  on  the  advice  of  a 
Member,  refused  to  supply  them.  This  was  taken  by  the  Procurator 
Fiscal  as  a Test  Case  and  it  was  found  that  the  Sampling  Officers, 
in  asking  for  the  sample  of  Whisky  were  acting  in  execution  of  the 
1956  Act  and  that  the  refusal  to  supply  them  constituted  wilful 
obstruction  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act. 

The  Sheriffs  Judgement  in  this  Case  is  included  in  Appendix  II 
of  this  Report. 

Gene  ral 

Following  a complaint  about  a gritty  taste  in  lollipops  a sample 
was  submitted  to  the  Analyst  for  examination.  The  gritty  taste  was 
caused  by  small  particles  of  zinc  metal,  spots  of  undissolved  dye 
and  small  pieces  of  gritty  matter.  The  Analyst's  report  was  referred 
to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  area  in  which  the  lollipops  were 
manufactured  when  it  was  found  that  the  foreign  matter  was  due  to 
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the  poor  quality  of  the  equipment  used  and  unsatisfactory  conditions 
at  the  factory. 


UNSOUND  FOOD 

In  the  course  of  routine  inspection  or  on  request,  the  food- 
stuffs shown  in  the  following  table  were  examined  and  seized  in 
wholesale  and  retail  premises. 


Description 

Canned  Fish 
" Fruit 
n Meat 
" Milk 
" Soup 
" Vegetables 
Cheese 

Beef  Extract 
Cocoa 
Pickles 
Miscellaneous 


Reason  for  Seizure 
Decomposition 

ii 

n 

n 

ii 

ii 

Mouldec 

Decomposition 

ii 

n 

it 


Weight  (in  lbs,  "l 

253 

i,H7i 

55 

36i 

19 

3 

1204 


The  total  weight  of  foodstuffs  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  ‘ 
consumption  during  1959  was  15  cwts.  2 qrs.  23  lbs.  12  ozs.  The  number 
of  visits  in  this  connection  was  59. 


An  Inspector  was  also  called  upon  to  condemn  1 tin  of  cat  food’ 


MEAT  I INSPECTION 


On  1st  January,  1959  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  as  Meat 
Detention  Officers  was  extended  to  the  remaining  Slaughterhouses  in 
the  County  and  the  Scheme  for  inspecting  the  neat  of  all  animals 
slaughtered  in  the  County  for  human  consumption  was  completed. 


Prior  to  1958  the  local  Veterinary  Surgeons  acted  as  Meat 
Inspectors  at  the  Slaughterhouses.  Only  one  Detention  Officer  was 
employed  and  he  carried  out  this  work  at  Crieff  in  addition  to  his 
normal  duties  as  Slaughterman  there.  On  1st  January,  1958  the  District 
Sanitary  Inspectors  undertook  the  duties  of  Detention  Officers  at  the 
Slaughterhouse  and  Bacon  Factory  at  Blairgowrie  and  the  Bacon  Factory 
at  Milnathort.  This  has  now  been  extended  to  the  remaining  Slaughter- 
houses at  Crieff  and  Dunblane. 

This  important  and  necessary  work  has  placed  a heavy  burden  on 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  taken  up  a considerable  amount  of  their 
time.  In  Biairgorvrie  for  instance,  it  amounts  to  a total  of  521  hours 
per  year.  The  holiday  season  and  public  holidays  also  give  rise  to 
special  difficulties  when  Assistants  have  to  be  sent  from  Perth  to 
these  Slaughterhouses  to  carry  out  this  work  and  it  is  to  the  District 
and  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspectors'  credit  that, in  addition  to  their 
many  other  duties,  they  have  ensured  that  all  animals  slaughtered  are 
inspected  and  only  carcases  and  offals  passed  as  fit  for  human  con- 
sumption reach  the  public. 

The  efficiency  of  the  Meat  Inspection  service  would  not,  of 
course,  have  been  possible  without  the  co-operation  which  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  received  from  Local.  Veterinary  Surgeons  who  act  as  Meat 
Inspectors  and  the  Management  of  the  various  Slaughterhouses  in 


providing  every  facility  for  this  work. 


The  number  and  class  of  animals  slaughtered  and  the  condemn- 
ations made  during  the  year  are  shown  in  Table  I.  Table  II  shows 
the  reasons  for  these  condemnations. 


TABLE  I 


Slaughter- 

house 

Class 

of 

Animals 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Weight 
(in  lbs.) 
of  condemned 

meat  & offals 

Blairgowrie 

Cattle 

2,147 

11 

655 

15,357 

Sheep 

4,015 

72 

37 

3,814 

Pigs 

709 

8 

34 

1.721J 

Calves 

329 

5 

3 

427 

Blairgowrie 
Bacon  Factory 

Pigs 

2,696 

- 

126 

817 

Crieff 

Cattle 

866 

9 

62 

7,221j 

Sheep 

2,836 

43 

20 

2,613 

Pigs 

636 

5 

29 

559 

Calves 

65 

6 

1 

272 

Dunblane 

Cattle 

43  8 

— 

69 

969 

Sheep 

1,887 

- 

26 

84- 

Pigs 

186 

- 

10 

60 

Calves 

3 

- 

- 

Milnathort 

Sheep 

324 

4 

17  ) 

Bacon  Factory  Pigs 

1,962 

2 

31  } 

814 

TOTAL 

19,098 

165 

1,120 

34,729 

56 


TABLE  II 

CONDEMNATIONS 


Tuberculosis 

Septicaemia 

Other  Diseases 

Class 

Part 

Part 

Part 

of 

Whole 

carcase 

Whole 

carcase 

Whole 

carcase 

Animal 

carcase 

or 

carcase 

or 

carcase 

or 

organ 

organ 

organ 

BLAIRGOWRIE 

Cattle 

- 

21 

- 

1 

11 

633 

Sheep 

- 

- 

5 

2 

67 

35 

Pigs 

- 

11 

- 

- 

8 

23 

Calves 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

3 

BLAIRGOWRIE  BACON  FACTORY 

Pigs 

- 

67 

- 

- 

59 

CRIEFF 

Cattle 

4 

3 

2 

- 1 

3 

59 

Sheep 

- 

14 

1 

29 

19 

Pigs 

4 

2 

1 

- 

- 

27 

Calves 

2 

- 

- 

; - 

4 

1 

DUNBLANE 

Cattle 

- 

5 

- 

- 

- 

64 

Sheep 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

26 

Pigs 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

6 

Calves 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

MILNATHORT 

BACON  FACTORY 

Sheep 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

17 

Pigs 

- 

11 

1 

- 

1 

20 

TOTAL 

10 

124 

23 

4 

132 

992 
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Summarising  the  aforementioned  tables  it  will  be  noted  that 
34,729  lbs.  meat  and  offal  were  condemned.  This  involved  1,285  of  the 
19,098  animals  slaughtered. 


At  Blairgowrie  Slaughterhouse,  where  most  of  the  cattle  in  the 
County  are  slaughtered.it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  number  of 
condemnations  for  Tuberculosis  has  dropped  from  3>.T7%  in  1958  to 
0.99 % in  1959. 


Slaughterhouses 

The  Slaughterhouse  at  Blairgowrie  is  leased  to  a private  firm 
supplying  local  needs  but  also  killing  for  export  to  other  parts  of 
the  country.  At  Crieff  the  Slaughterhouse  is  run  by  local  butchers 
and  at  Dunblane  it  is  run  by  the  Town  Council. 

The  private  Slaughterhouse  at  Blairgowrie  Bacon  Factory  was 
completed  in  1956  and  though  small  is  of  a very  high  standard.  The 
Slaughterhouse  at  Milnathort  Bacon  Factory  is  now  fairly  old  but 
the  facilities  are  fairly  satisfactory. 


Meat  Stores 

There  is  only  one  meat  store  in  the  County  in  terms  of  Article 
15(1)  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  (Scotland)  Act,  1932. 
Conditions  at  this  Store  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES 


The  premises  of  the  last  registered  dairy  in  the  County  without 
a designated  licence  were  brought  up  to  the  necessary  standard  during 
the  year  and  a T.T.  Licence  was  issued. 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  at  five  dairies  necessitated  the 
revocation  or  suspension  of  designated  licences  in  respect  of  these 
premises.  The  licences  were  returned  after  necessary  improvements 
in  the  methods  and  conditions  at  the  premises  were  made  and  satis- 
factory milk  was  produced. 

REGISTRATIONS 

The  number  of  Certificates  of  Registration  in  the  County  at  the 
end  of  1959  was  334.  This  number  comprised: 


All  Producers  and  Retailers  held  designated  licences. 

The  changes  in  registration  during  the  year  were  as  follows: 


Producers 

Producer/  retailers 
Retailers 


213 

46 

75 


Certificates  in  force  at  1st  January,  1959 


341 


Certificates  revoked  during  the  year 
Certificates  lapsed  during  the  year 
Certificates  issued  during  the  year 


17 

10 


DESIGNATED  LICENCES 


The  licences  held  in  respect  of  the  registered  premises  are  shown 


in  the  following  table: 


New 

Licences 

granted 

during 

year 

No. 

suspended 

No. 

revoked 

No.  Discon- 
tinued for 
other 
reasons 

No.  in 
force  at 
end  of 
year 

Certified 

3 

- 

2 

2 

26 

T.T.  , 

12 

1 

2 

9 

233 

Pasteurised 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

TOTAL 

15 

1 

4 

11 

261 

During 

the  year  all 

of  these 

* 

dairies  were 

visited  on 

one  or 

more  occasions  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Milk  Officers.  In  all, 
2,234  such  visits  were  made. 

Although  all  producers  now  hold  Designated  Licences,  several  of 
these  date  back  to  the  introduction  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Orders  when  premises  of  a lower  standard  than  that  recognised  today 
were  approved  for  the  production  of  Designated  milk.  At  that  time 
it  was  quite  an  achievement  to  bring  dairy  premises  up  to  this 
standard  and  it  would  probably  be  felt  that  if  the  major  works  were 
carried  out  the  remaining  items  could  be  dealt  with  at  some  later 
date.  This  would  allow  producers  to  spend  what  they  could  afford  on 
their  improvements  and  then  have  the  advantage  of  the  bonus  for  pro- 
ducing designated  milk  for  a few  years  be'fore  attending  to  the  items 
not  dealt  with  in  the  original  scheme  of  improvement.  Unfortunately 
some  of  these  dairymen  do  not  remember  or  appreciate  that  such  con- 
cessions were  given  and  are  now  rather  loath  to  carry  out  any  further 
work. 


Problem  dairies  also  include  those  erected  or  altered  during  the 
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war  years  viien  shortage  of  materials  and  labour  was  an  additional 
excuse  for  not  reaching  the  necessary  standard  and  retaining  "Ye 
Olde  Worlde  Looke".  There  are  also  the  older  dairymen  who  built  show 
places  in  the  early  years  of  dairying.  V/e  are  told  by  them  that 
visitors  came  from  far  and  wide  to  see  their  dairies.  The  fact  that 
they  don't  come  now  doesn't  seem  to  bring  home  the  point  that  premises 
with  small  channels,  rough  walls  and  sub-standard  lighting  and  ventil- 
ation are  neither  fashionable  nor  desirable . 

In  hastening  the  slow  process  of  modernising  the  poorer  dairies 
we  are  often  fortunate  in  having  the  advantage  of  quiet  encouragement 
from  the  farmer's  son  who  obviously  doesn't  want  to  be  burdened  or 
hindered  by  the  additional  work  associated  xvith  these  dairies. 

Although  we  have  our  dairying  problems  in  the  Joint  County  I 
would  point  out  that  the  majority  of  our  dairies  and  dairymen  are 
just  as  good  if  not  better,  than  those  in  any  other  part  of  the 
country.  Host  of  our  dairymen  are  anxious  to  learn  of  any  improve- 
ments which  could  be  made  to  their  premises  and,  although  they  are 
probably  not  over-keen  to  spend  money,  it  is  not  unusual  after  any 
improvement  work  has  been  completed  to  be  told  that  the  result  was 
worth  while  and  it  should  have  been  done  years  ago. 


MEW  PREMISES 


The  first  herringbone  milking  parlour  was  introduced  into 
Perthshire  in  1959.  The  system  appears  to  be  working  satisfactorily 
and  allows  a high  number  of  cows  to  be  milked  per  hour. 
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HERRINGBONE  MILKING  i’ARLCUR 

(above)  Layout  plan 
(below)  Cows  in  milking  position 
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HERRINGBONE  MILKING  PARLOUR  (cont.) 
Milking  in  progress 


BULK  TANK  COLLECTION  SCHEME 

Plans  were  made  by  the  Scottish  Milk  Marketing  Board  for  the 
introduction  of  two  bulk  tank  collection  Schemes  into  the  County. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  surveys  were  being  carried  out  of  the  premises 
of  producers  participating  in  these  Schemes  with  a view  to  having  the 
necessary  work  completed  prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  first  Scheme 
in  I960; 


MS 
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MILK  SAMPLING 

As  suggested  by  the  Department  of  Health  in  195$  the  number  of 
routine  milk  samples  taken  was  reduced  from  six  to  three  per  year. 
At  the  same  time  it  was  arranged  that  most  samples  would  be  taken 
at  Creameries  instead  of  at  the  farms,  thus  cutting  down  the 
travelling  time  and  Distance  involved  in  visiting  farms  for  every 
sample.  Initially  the  work  of  the  Milk  Officer  was  reduced  but  it 
was  found  necessary  to  take  more  samples  at  the  less  satisfactory 
dairies.  As  more  samples  were  taken  at  these  dairies  more  unsatis- 
factory samples  were  procured  and  the  work  and  number  of  visits 
necessary  increased.  At  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  found  that 
38$  more  samples  were  taken  than  in  1958.  The  number  of  samples 
failing  the  tests  was  3 42,  an  increase  of  199  or  139$  more  than 
last  year. 


The  number  of  samples  of  milk  taken  from  producers  in  1959 
for  bacteriological  examination  can  be  classified  as  follows: 


No.  of  samples 

No.  of  Producers  with  failing  samples 
whether  consecutive  or  not 

Designation 

Taken 

Failing 

One 

failure 

Two 

failures 

Three 

failures 

4 or  more 
failures 

Certified 

196 

45 

5 

6 

3 

4 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

1,301 

297 

64 

39 

21 

19 

No.  of  Producers  having  3 consecutive  failures: 

Certified  - 2 Tuberculin  Tested  - 16 

No.  of  Producers  having  4 or  more  consecutive  failures; 

Tuberculin  Tested  - 5 


Certified  - 2 
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These  figures  do  not  include  samples  taken  before  a Licence  was 
granted  and  samples  taken  solely  to  investigate  the  source  of  con- 
tamination. In  all  257  such  samples  were  taken. 

The  following  milk  samples  were  also  taken: 

Total  taken 
30 
76 
24 

LICENCES  REVOKED  OR  STTSPEMnr.n 

As  a result  of  the  increase  in  the  number  of  samples  taken  and 
the  time  spent  in  following  up  bad  samples  at  the  less  satisfactory 
dairies  it  was  evident  that  certain  producers  tolerated  or  practised 
bad  methods  at  their  dairies  which,  in  many  cases,  were  also  unsatis- 
factory. Some  of  the  dairymen  were  reluctant  to  accept  advice  and 
attend  to  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  their  premises  and  reports 
involving  nine  dairies  were  submitted  during  the  year  to  a Milk  and 
Dairies  Sub-Committee.  After  considering  the  reports  notices  were 
sent  to  the  Producers  concerned  intimating  that  it  was  proposed  to 
revoke  or  suspend  their  Designated  Licences.  After  hearing 
representations  by  the  Producers,  Licences  were  revoked  or  suspended 
in  five  cases  and  four  warnings  were  given. 

Licences  revoke"  or  suspended: 


No.  failing 
2 
10 


Schools 

Retailers 

Pasteurisers 


Certified  Licences  revoked  - 2 
T.T.  Licences  revoked  - 2 
T.T.  Licence  suspended  — 1 
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Warning  letters  sent; 

Certified  Producers  - 2 
T.T.  Producers  - 2 

In  these  cases  the  unsatisfactory  samples  taken  varied  from 
three  consecutive  to  eight  in  a period  of  twelve  months. 

The  reasons  for  the  unsatisfactory  samples  could  usually  be 
classified  under  one  or  more  of  the  following  faults: 

(a)  Too  little  time  and  care  allocated  to  milk  production, 

(b)  The  mis-use  of  hypochlorite  instead  of  steam  for  sterilizing 

equipment , 

(c)  The  dairyman's  lack  of  knowledge  of  modern  dairy  equipment, 

(d)  The  use  of  over-worked  staff  at  large  dairies, 

(e)  Insufficient  supervision, 

(f)  Inefficient  sterilisation  caused  by  the  lack  of  a thermometer 

or  inattention  to  the  proper  use  of  the  thermometer,  or 

(g)  The  use  of  detergent  as  a hypochlorite  and  hypochlorite  as  a 

detergent . 

These  items, so  far  as  they  applied  to  the  dairy,  together  with 
a note  of  any  defects  in  the  premises  were  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  unsatisfactory  Producers  but  often  it  was  only  when  revocation 
of  the  Licence  was  considered  that  any  real  concern  was  noticed. 

Where  warnings  were  given  these  were  usually  effective,  especially 
when  the  producer  was  brought  before  the  Sub-Committee  to  receive 
the  warning.  In  cases  where  revocation  or  suspension  was  necessary 
the  Licences  were  returned  after  three  consecutive  satisfactory 
samples  had  been  produced.  These  samples  were  usually  taken  at 
weekly  intervals  which  meant  that  producers  with  satisfactory  methods 


- 66  - 


and  premises  and  producing  satisfactory  milk  could  have  their 
Licences  returned  in  two— three  weeks.  Some  Producers,  however, 
were  not  so  fortunate.  One  Producer  had  eleven  samples,  plus 
innumerable  rinses  and  investigational  samples  taken  over  a period 
from  7th  July  to  19th  November  before  three  consecutive  satisfactory 
samples  were  procured. 

One  producer  appealed  to  the  Department  of  Health  against  the 
decision  to  revoke  his  Certified  Licence.  At  this  dairy  unsatis- 
factory samples  of  milk  had  been  taken  on  eight  occasions  within  a 
period  of  five  months.  During  that  time  the  steam  chest  was  without 
a thermometer  for  at  least  two  months  and  repeated  requests  had  been 
made  for  the  Producer  to  provide  one.  Sterilisation  of  the  cans  was 
left  to  a local  Creamery,  even  after  rinses  of  the  cans  showed  that 
this  was  unsatisfactory.  The  Department  dismissed  the  appeal  and 
suspended  the  Licence  until  two  consecutive  samples,  to  be  taken  by 
the  Local  Authority,  conformed  to  the  requirements  of  the  Order,  of 
which  the  first  sample  had  to  be  taken  within  approximately  three 
weeks  and  the  second  within  fourteen  days  thereafter. 

Although  two  consecutive  satisfactory  samples  may  warrant  the 
issue  of  a Designated  Licence  to  a new  Producer  whose  methods  appear 
to  be  satisfactory,  I feel  that  where  bad  methods  have  been'  known  to 
exist  or  do  exist  three  consecutive  satisfactory  samples  are  necessary 
before  one  can  be  satisfied  that  the  good  samples  are  due  to  improved 
methods  and  not  good  fortune. 


MILK  OFFICERS 

These  unsatisfactory  samples  meant  extra  work  and  longer  hours 
for  the  Milk  Officers  and  it  is  to  their  credit  that  they  have  managed 
to  cope  with  this  work  during  a very  busy  year. 
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GENERAL 


The  average  number  of  cows  per  dairy  herd  was  42.63  at  31st 
December,  1959  as  compared  to  41.05  at  31st  December,  1958. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  79  premises  and  5 vehicles 
in  the  County  registered  for  the  sale  of  loose  Ice  Cream.  Of  these 
premises  only  30  manufactured  Ice  Cream.  The  remainder  bought  it  in 
from  bulk  manufacturers.  Premises  for  the  sale  of  wrapped  Ice  Cream 
require  no  registration  and  it  is  not  known  how  many  of  these  there 
are  in  the  County. 

The  changes  in  the  number  of  Certificates  of  Registration  during 
the  year  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


ICE  CREAM 


Certificates  in  force  at  1st  January,  1959 
Certificates  cancelled  during  the  year 
Certificates  granted  during  year 
Certificates  in  force  at  31st  December, 


Premises 

88 

16 

7 


Vehicles  - 


7 

3 

1 


1959. 


(a)  manufacture/ storage/sale 

(b)  storage/ sale 

(c)  sale 


30 

42 

7 


5 


TOTAL 


79 


5 


- 68  - 


All  premises  manufacturing  and  most  premises  registered  for  the 
storage  and  sale  of  Ice  Cream  were  regularly  inspected  and  visited 
for  sampling  purposes  during  the  year.  Altogether  250  visits  were 
made  in  this  connection  and  153  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  obtained. 

Samples  of  Ice  Cream  Submitted  for  Bacteriological  Examination 

No  of  No.,  conforming 

saSS^Ttaken  recommended  No.  Failing 
standard 

"Loose"  Ice  Cream  123  97  26 

Pre-packed  Ice  Cream  16  14  2 

All  unsatisfactory  samples  were  followed  by  investigational 
visits  and  further  samples.  In  a few  instances  it  was  necessary  to 
take  rinses  and  swabs  of  equipment  before  the  reason  for  the  unsatis- 
factory sample  was  found. 

Details  of  samples  taken  for  chemical  analysis  are  included  in 
the  section  of  this  Report  on  Food  and  Drugs  Sampling.  It  will  be 
noted  from  that  section  that  all  the  samples  taken  were  found  to  be 
genuine . 
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FOOD  HYGIENE 

The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  were  introduced  in  March,  1959. 

The  first  part  cane  into  operation  on  1st  May,  the  remainder  on  1st 

October. 

When  the  Regulations  are  compared  with  the  first  drafts  it'  would 
be  true  to  say  that  they  are  only  a shadow  of  their  former  selves. 
However,  they  are  better  than  nothing  and  when  the  time  comes  that 
food  premises  and  methods  can  be  said  to  comply  with  them  much  will 
have  been  done  to  raise  the  standard  of  hygiene  in  many  shops  and 
businesses. 

It  was  said  that  the  introduction  of  the  Regulations  in  the 
spring  of  the  year  was  rather  badly  times  as  hotelliers  and  shopkeepers 
had  carried  out  their  winter  repairs,  etc.  and  were  preparing  for  the 
influx  of  summer  visitors.  Although  the  food  traders  were  therefore 
not  willing  to  carry  out  much  work  at  that  time  of  the  year  they  were 
certainly  anxious  to  know  how  the  Regulations  were  going  to  affect 
them  and  how  much  money  it  would  cost  to  comply  with  them.  To  give 
answers  to  these  questions  meetings  were  held  with  the  traders  in  all 
the  towns  and  larger  villages  throughout  the  Joint  County.  At  these 
meetings,  all  of  which  were  well  attended,  the  purpose  of  the 
Regulations  and  the  reason  f or  their  introduction  was  explained  to 
the  traders.  Coloured  film  slides  of  food  premises  in  t he  County 
illustrating  how  the  Regulations  affected  various  businesses  were 
shown  and  questions  by  the  traders  on  the  Regulations  were  answered. 

I was  impressed  at  these  meetings  by  the  fact  that  most  of  the 
traders  present  appeared  keen  to  carry  out  any  work  necessary  although 
each  one  had  his  own  problem  and  ivanted  advice  and  guidance  before 
making  any  alterations. 
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Chips  stored  overnight  in  small  restaurant. 


Meetings  of  the  licensed  trade,  Grocers  Federation,  Butchers 
Federation  and  Bakers  Federation  were  held  in  Perth  City  by  Mr. 
McBryde , Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Perth  and  myself  to  ensure  that 
there  was  uniformity  in  interpretation  of  the  Regulations. 


The  questions  asked  at  these  meetings  were  good  and  showed  the 
interest  traders  had  in  this  subject.  There  were,  of  course,  questions 
wmch  required  no  answer  - one  baker,  for  instance,  expressed  the  view 


tnat  it  was  ridiculous  to  ask  bakers  to  provide  wash-hand  basins  when 
the  very  nature  of  their  work  kept  their  hands  clean! 
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By  the  end  of  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  had  visited  326 
of  the  estimated  1,200  premises  in  the  County  and  sent  letters  to  the 
owners  concerned  detailing  the  points  which  require  their  attention. 

In  many  premises  a considerable  amount  of  work  is  necessary  and  it 
was  evident  that  this  would  take  time  and  a considerable  amount  of 
money.  Most  owners  were  willing  to  co-operate,  however,  and  it  appears 
that,  given  time,  they  are  prepared  to  do  more  than  the  Regulations 
require.  In  the  larger  towns  in  the  County  renovation  and  modernisation 
of  many  front  shops  have  already  taken  place  as  a sales  attraction  and 
it  was  felt  that  if  customers  are  allowed  to  walk  through  and  see  back 
shops  the  Regulations  would  hardly  be  necessary. 

Of  all  the  food  premises  visited  it  was  thought  that  the  baking 
trade  was  most  in  need  of  the  Regulations.  Bakehouses  are,  of  course, 
difficult  to  keep  clean  and  the  storage  of  coke  inside  these  premises 
coupled  with  accumulations  of  old  tins  and  boards,  which  usually  find 
their  way  into  unused  comers,  do  not  improve  matters. 

Other  premises  which  demanded  extra  attention  were  butchers*  shops 
- especially  the  back  shops,  small  tearooms  and  canteens  for  seasonal 
workers.  As  regards  the  latter  it  \-jas  difficult  to  know  what  to  advise 
for  these  premises.  In  a few  places  the  walls  and  roof  were  of 
corrugated  iron,  the  floors  were  rough  ( in  one  case  earth)  and  hot 
running  water  was  a luxury.  Food  was  prepared  and  cooked  in  primitive 

equipment  and  served  with  little  thought,  of  food  hygiene.  In  spite 

% 

of  all  this  any  stomach  upset  or  diarrhoea  would  probably  be  blamed 
on  the  "change  of  water". 
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For  the  next  year  or  two  a large  proportion  of  the  time  spent 
on  the  enforcement  of  the  Regulations  will  be  related  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  premises.  This  is  only  the  start,  however,  and  the 


Canteen  for  seasonal  workers  — earth 
floor  - walls  of  rough  stone  and  corrugated  iron 

\ 

The  lack  of  sufficient  space  in  the  kitchens  of  a number  of 
hotels  and  restaurants  also  gave  rise  for  concern.  The  owners  of 
these  premises  were  prepared  to  provide  the  necessary  sinks,  wash- 
hand  basins,  etc.,  and  arjrthing  else  the  Regulations  required,  but 
it  was  thought  that  the  provision  of  these  fittings,  without  room 
to  make  full  use  of  them  would  be  of  little  advantage.  It  is 
hoped,  therefore,  that  when  the  Regulations  are  revised  or  regist- 
ration is  introduced  the  opportunity  will  be  taken  to  include  a 
clause  dealing  with  this  point  which  seems  to  have  been  overlooked. 
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more  difficult  and  important  task  of  education  must  follow.  Twin 
sinks,  wash-hand  basins  and  good  premises  will  be  of  little  value 
unless  they  are  used  properly  and  only  regular  visits  and  lectures 
and  discussions  with  food  traders  and  handlers  will  achieve  this 
result.  This,  of  course,  takes  time  and  it  is  now  apparent  that 
the  Regulations  cannot  be  implemented  in  a year  or  two  and  then  left 
aside  while  other  work  is  attended  to.  They  will  always  demand  time 
and  attention  and  arrangements  must  be  made  to  ensure  that  staff  is 
available  to  deal  with  this  aspect  of  our  work  which  has  had  to  be 
neglected  for  so  long  due  to  the  lack  of  Regulations. 


POULTRY  PACKING  PREMISES 

There  are  several  poultry  packing  stations  in  this  County  dealing 
with  up  to  1,000  birds  per  day.  Although  there  is  no  set  system  of 
inspection,  examinations  are  carried  out  at  various  times  and  special 
visits  are  made  to  most  premises  and  retailers  towards  the  end  of 
December  when  dealers  are  most  likely  to  put  out  inferior  birds.  The 
only  diseased  birds  found  during  inspections  at  packing  stations  -had 
already  been  "condemned"  by  the  padkers  and  set  aside  for  destruction. 

t 

In  this  County  we  are  perhaps  fortunate  in  that  the  majority  of 
birds  slaughtered  in  the  larger  stations  are  broilers,  i.e.  birds  up. 
to  ten  weeks  old.  There  may  be  as  many  as  10,000  of  these  birds  housed 
in  a single  hut  and  any  ailing  birds  seen  are  destroyed  immediately. 

The  threat  of  disease  is  always  present  and  breeders  take  particular 
care  against  this.  Only  manufactured  meal  is  fed  to  the 
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birds  ana  the  risk  of  disease  is  thus  lessened.  Chickens  and  fowls 

^ ”sualljr  bou«ht  by  ^ larger  dealers  at  the  farms  and  a thorough 
ante-mortem  examination  of  the  birds  is  made  before  purchase. 

Competition  is  so  great  in  this  field  at  present  that  dealers 
are  most  selective  in  the  quality  of  the  birds  dressed  by  them  and 
doubtful  birds  are  discarded.  One  dealer  sends  200  broilers  and  800 
fowls  each  week  to  Glasgow  market  where  they  are  examined  by  the 
Food  Inspectors  and  it  is  of  interest  to  note  that  of  this  consign- 
ment no  broilers  and  an  average  of  only  six  birds  per  week  are 
detained.  I am  less  optimistic  about  poultry  dressed  in  butchers' 
snops  and  other  small  businesses  and  feel  that  this  is  where 
inspection  is  more  important  but,  regrettably,  impracticable. 

Tno  inspection  of  all  poultry  is  something  which  is  most 
desirable  but  it  will  not  become  possible  until  premises  are  restricted 
in  number  and  controlled  by  Statute  in  the  same  way  as  slaughterhouses. 
In  the  meantime  it  is  intended  to  carry  out  frequent  inspections  and 
keep  the  whole  matter  under  close  observation* 


Improvement  and 
mechanisation  of 
turkey  dressing 
and  packing  station 
at  Dunning 

(left)  before 
improvement 


(below)  after 
completion  of 
work 
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FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS 

During  the  year  three  samples  of  ground  limestone,  one  of 
Potato  Fertiliser  and  one  of  Phosphate  Powder  were  taken.  Ko  samples 
of  feeding  stuffs  were  taken.  Two  samples  of  ground  limestone  were 
reported  by  the  Analyst  to  be  under  the  guarantee  while  the  remaining 
three  samples  conformed  to  the  guarantee.  All  samples  were  taken  at 
the  request  of  the  purchaserby  Assistants  acting  in  the  capacity  of 
Official  Samplers.  Legal  proceedings  concerning  Samples  taken  by 
Official  Samplers  and  not  conforming  to  the  prescribed  guarantee  are 
the  responsibility  of  the  purchaser  and  not  of  the  Local  Authority. 

Although  provision  is  made  in  the  Act  empowering  Local  Authorities 

to  impose  a charge  on  purchasers  who  request  the  sampling  of  their 

fertilisers  and  feeding  stuffs  no  such  charge  is  made  in  this 

Authority.  The  sampling  of  such  commodities  is  a time  consuming  task 
\ 

and  coupled  with  the  cost  of  analysis  becomes  an  expensive  item  and 
it  would  not  be  unreasonable  to  recover  at  least  a part  of  the  cost 
from  the  purchaser.  The  actual  sampling  procedure  is  lengthy  and 
complicated  and  may  take  the  Official  Samplers  to  any  place  from  farm 
buildings  to  open  fields  well  away  from  access  roads.  Bulk  quantities 
of  fertiliser  in  open  fields  may  be  as  much  as  100  tons.  It  is  also 
possible  that  during  lime  spreading  operations  where  each  loaded 
lorry  has  to  be  sampled  at  a predetermined  place.  Official  Samplers 
are  required  to  be  present  for  long  periods  at  a time. 
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Reports  by  Analyst  on  samples  taken 


Article 

Analysis 

Potato  Fertiliser 

Sample  conformed  to  guarantee  in  Nitrogen, 
Soluble  Phosphoric  Acid  as  P2O5  and  Potash 
showing  a deficiency  in  Insoluble  Phos- 
phoric Acid  to  the  extent  of  8.6l£ 

Potassic  Mineral 

Sample  conformed  to  guarantee 

Phosphate  Powder 

Ground  Limestone 

Sample  was  below  guarantee  in  neutralising 

in  bulk 

value  as  CaO  to  the  extent  of  6.15?  and  in 
fineness  of  grinding  to  the  extent  of  8.75? 

Ground  Limestone 

Sample  was  below  guarantee  in  neutralising 
value  as  CaO  to  the  extent  of  k>3%  and  in 
fineness  of  grinding  to  the  extent  of  5.85? 

Ground  Limestone 

Sample  conformed  to  guarantee 
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RATS  AND  MICE 

As  from  15th  May,  the  Eat  Destruction  Staff  was  reduced  from 
three  to  two  operators.  These  two  operators  covered  the  whole  of 
the  combined  County,  attending  to  rat  and  other  infestations  and 
carrying  out  surveys  where  tine  permitted.  Requests  for  services 
were  more  numerous  than  in  previous  years  and  this  reduced  the  time 
available  for  surveys. 

The  number  and  types  of  properties  surveyed  and  the  infestations 
found  are  shown  on  page  79. 

Included  in  the  table  on  page  79  are  id  Refuse  Tips,  i.e.  all 
the  refuse  tips  in  the  County  used  by  the  Local  Authorities.  These 
were  visited  regularly  and  any  infestations  found  dealt  with  immed- 
iately. inis  kept  the  Tips  more  or  less  rat  free  although  they  were 

\ 

liable  to  re-infestation  when  shelter  or  feeding  places  in  neigh- 
bouring premises  was  disturbed.  The  use  of  token  baits  controlled 
initial  re-infestations  but  regular  visits  were  necessary  to  ensure 
that  such  re-infestations  were  effectively  dealt  with.  The  dry 
summer  created  a further  problem  during  the  year  by  the  outbreak  of 
fires  at  a few  tips.  This  drove  the  rats  back  from  the  tip  face, 
making  it  more  difficult  to  find  effective  baiting  points, 
i 

In  addition  to  the  disinfestation  of  Refuse  Tips  a considerable 
number  of  dwelling  houses,  business  premises,  farms,  etc.  surveyed, 
were  treated  by  the  operators.  Many  of  the  infestations  were  also 
successfully  treated  by  occupiers  of  premises  using  1 'War  far  in'1 
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although  it  was  found  in  a few  cases  that  complete  eradication  of 
the  rodents  was  not  accomplished.  This  was  probably  due  to  the  lade 
of  adequate  baits  and  the  premature  termination  of  treatment. 

Where,  of  course,  this  happens  the  few  rats  left  breed  to  give 
major  infestations  in  a few  months'  time. 

It  was  again  noted  on  several  occasions  that  unfenced  stacks 
were  being  threshed.  In  each  case  fences  were  erected  when  the 
farmers'  attention  was  drawn  to  this  omission. 
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NON- TRANSFERRED  FUNCTIONS 
PERTH  COUNTY 


HOUSING 

New  Houses 


The  number  of  new  houses  erected  in  the  County  during  the  year 
was  143.  This  figure  was  made  up  as  follows: 


2 ants. 

3 apts. 

4 apts. 

5 or  more 
apts. 

Total 

Erected  by  Local 

Authority. 

10 

75 

10 

95 

Erected  by  private 

persons. 

- 

20 

24 

4 

28 

HOUSING  GRANTS 

New  Houses  for  Agricultural  Workers: 

Included  in  the  above  table  are  16  houses  for  Agricultural 
workers.  Certificates  recommending  payment  were  issued  in  respect  of 
9 of  tnese  houses.  Applications  for  payment  of  grant  for  the  remainder 
had  not  been  received  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Applications  for  grant  for  the  erection  of  16  new  houses  were 
received  during  the  year  and  in  all  cases  grants  were  promised. 


Improvement  Grants: 


Promises  of  grant  for  the  improvement  of  118  houses  and  the  con- 
version of  other  buildings  to  form  9 additional  houses  were  made  during 
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the  year.  The  work  of  conversion  or  improvements  at  112  houses  was 
completed  during  this  period  and  qualified  for  payment  of  grant. 

Many  of  these  houses  were  promised  grant  during  1959  but  a number  of 
them  were  approved  in  previous  years. 

On  occasions  reports  on  grant  applications  give  rise  to  diffi- 
culties, especially  when  a rough  plan  is  accompanied  by  a vague 
description  of  work  and  all-in  estimates.  In  many  such  cases  it  may 
take  several  letters  and  a meeting  on  the  site  before  it  can  be  fully 
ascertained  what  works  are  grant  earning,  what  are  repairs,  and  what 
sum  of  money  has  been  allowed  for  contingencies.  Proposals  submitted 
by  Architects  are  usually  more  straight  forward  and  where  priced 
schedules  are  included,  the  time  spent  in  dealing  with  the  grants  can 
be  halved. 


Dealing  with  grant  cases  is  also  too  often  complicated  by  the 
dead-line  to  which  many  firms  appear  to  work.  These  firms  always  want 
to  know  the  date  of  the  next  meeting  of  the  Sub-Committee  and  no 
matter  how  far  ahead  this  is  they  never  seem  to  be  able  to  submit 
applications  until  the  last  minute. 

Standard  Grants 

Although  this  is  the  year  of  introduction  of  this  type  of  grant 
24  applications  were  received  and  19  grants  were  promised. 

The  grant  is  available  for  installing  bath  or  shower  in  the 
bathroom,  a wash-hand  basin,  a W.C.,  a hot  water  supply  and  a food 
store,  thus  meeting  the  needs  of  houses  where  the  owners  want  to  provide 
modern  amentities  without  going  to  the  expense  of  improving  their 
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house  to  the  extent  required  by  an  improvement  grant. 

It  is  regretted  that  in  making  this  grant  available  no  allowance 
was  made  for  the  provision  of  an  inside  W.C.  where  an  outside  W.C.  is 
already  in  existence.  As  the  Act  applies  to  England  grant  can  be 
allowed  for  a W.C.  where  it  is  not  in,  or  contiguous  to,  the  dwelling. 

One  other  part  of  this  Act  is  not  particularly  clear,  viz.-  grant 
is  available  for  the  provision  of  a bath,  wash-hand  basin  and  hot 
water  system,  the  respective  sums  available  being  £25,  £5  and  £75. 

It  is  not,  nowever,  stated  in  the  Act  whether  the  provision  of  hot 
water  to  the  bath  or  wash-hand  basin  is  included  in  the  allowance  for 
these  fitments  or  the  hot  water  system.  Fortunately  this  problem  only 
arises  in  houses  where  there  is  already  a hot  water  system  and  it  is 
intended  to  put  in  the  other  amenities  with  the  aid  of  a grant. 


300 

250 

200 

150 

too 

'7  ji 

- 

50 

O 

WB^wwn«in*i—  .1^ 

-™1 — — 

r • . 

i95o  1951  1952.  1953  1954  1955  I95e>  1957  1953  1955 


The  above  graph  shows  the  number  of  grants  approved 

since  1950. 
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CERTIFICATES  OF  DISREPAIR 

One  application  for  a Certificate  of  Disrepair  was  received. 
This  was  granted. 


HOUSING  INSPECTIONS 

The  number  of  houses  visited  during  the  year  was  666.  Of  these 
438  were  visited  in  connection  with  applications  for  Council  houses. 

Reports  on  47  houses  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  were 
prepared.  These  reports  were  considered  by  the  Housing  Committee  and 
the  following  Orders  made: 

Demolition  Orders  - 29 
Closing  Orders  - 22 

The  number  of  these  houses  actually  closed  during  the  year  was 
24.  This  includes  4 houses  which  were  demolished. 

Some  time  after  a visit  by  one  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  to 
point  a house  the  following  letter  was  sent  to  the  Housing  Factor: 

"Since  the  Sanitary  Inspector  was  here  last,  we*ve  had  an  increase 
in  our  family.  We  now  have  a girl  and  boy  and  would  like  to  know  our 
position  as  regards  a Council  house  in  " 


TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHEDS 

It  again  became  apparent  during  the  year  that  the  County  Byelaws 
as  to  Tents,  Vans  & Sheds  were  inadequate  to  deal  with  the  ever 
increasing  number  of  caravan  and  camping  sites  springing  up  throughout 
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the  County.  The  nature  of  the  County  attracts  this  type  of  tourist 
and  it  is  only  by  ensuring  that  caravan  and  camping  sites  are  provided 
with  adequate  amenities  and  properly  controlled  that  these  sites  will 
be  a benefit  to  the  County. 


Caravan  Site  at  Pitlochry 


The  Tents,  Vans  & Sheds  Byelaws  also  apply  to  tinkers'  encamp- 
ments. Here  they  would  appear  to  be  more  than  adequate  but  the  . 
tinker' s method  of  complying  with  them  is  usually  to  shift  his 
encampment  to  some  other  district.  It  repains  there  until  he  is  again 
"bothered".  In  a few  encampments  the  tinkers  have  complied  with  the 
Byelaws  and  provided  luxuries  such  as  a sanitary  convenience  - usually 
in  the  form  of  a deep  trench  latrine.  Their  habits  appear  to  be 
different  from  most  people,  however,  and  I have  never  seen  anything  in 
these  latrines  except  potato  peelings  and  empty  tins. 
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SEASONAL  WORKERS 

In  my  report  of  1958,  I mentioned  that  a survey  had  been  carried 
out  of  all  the  camps  occupied  by  fruit  pickers  in  the  Eastern  District 
of  the  County  and  that  a note  of  any  contraventions  of  the  Byelaws 
would  be  sent  to  the  fruit  growers  concerned.  This  was  done  and 
notices  in  respect  of  298  contraventions  were  sent  to  the  owners  of 
38  camps. 


A few  of  the  fruitgrowers  objected  to  the  number  of  contraventions 
contained  in  the  letters  sent  to  them,  but  after  meetings  with  the 
District  Sanitary  Inspector  when  it  was  explained  that  what  was  being 
asked  for  was  only  the  basic  requirements  of  the  Byelaws,  they  agreed 
to  carry  out  the  necessary  improvements.  As  a result  of  these  letters 
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and  meetings  only  20  of  the  original  293  contraventions  of  the  Byelaws 
were  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year.  In  addition  to  bringing  the 
camps  up  to  byelaw  standard  the  District  Sanitary  Inspector  has  per- 
suaded the  owners  of  several  camps  to  provide  W.Cs.  and  wash-hand 


basins. 


Byelaw  26  The  farmer 
shall  provide  suit- 
able and  sufficient 
sanitary  conveniences 


(Page  86)  fruit  farm 
Essendy,  Blairgowrie  - 
type  of  convenience 
provided  at  many 
camps. 

(right)  Hill  of 
Lethendy,  Blairgowrie 
- provision  of  W.Cs. 


The  few  camps  where  the  Byelaws  were  not  fully  complied  with 
were  visited  by  a Sub-Committee  during  the  year  and  this  had  the 
desired  effect  of  improving  these  premises. 
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A request  was  made  by  the  camp  owners  in  the  Essendy  area  for  the 
installation  of  a main  water  supply  a nd  I understand  that  surveys  of 
the  area  have  been  made  by  the  County  Water  and  Drainage  Engineer  with 
a view  to  providing  a supply  of  water.  It  is  hoped  that  such  a supply 
will  be  forthcoming  in  this  area  in  the  near  future  as  it  would  mean 
that  Improved  sanitary  facilities  would  be  provided  for  the  large 
hutted  camp  on  Essendy  Moor. 


BUILDING  BYELAWS 

The  number  of  plans  submitted  for  Building  Byelaw  approval  was 
5£>5«  All  plans  were  examined  and  reported  on.  In  most  cases  this 
involved  visits  to  the  site  before  approval  of  the  plans,  during  the 
progress  of  the  work  and  on  completion  of  the  work. 

Many  of  the  plans  did  not  comply  with  the  Building  Byelaws  when 
first  submitted.  In  most  cases  these  were  put  right  after  contacting 
the  applicant  or  by  issuing  conditional  approval.  In  other  instances 
it  was  necessary  to  have  ineetings  and  discussions  with  the  Architects 
before  the  proposals  could  be  adjusted  to  comply  with  the  Byelaws.  I 
am  pleased  to  say,  however,  that  our  association  with  the  Architects 
and  builders  is  a pleasant  one  and  the  informal  discussions  which  we 
have  with  them  usually  prevent  lengthy  correspondence,  and  saves 
both  their  time  and  ours. 

The  usual  "difficult"  plans  were  lodged  during  the  year  and 
thanks  are  due  to  the  Building  Research  Station,  the  Department  of 
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Health's  Architects  and  the  Fire  Research  Station  for  their  advice 
and  co-operation. 

One  plan  dealt  with  was  for  the  erection  of  a bungalow  with  a 
now  type  of  wall  structure  consisting  of  4 brick  external  wall,  a 
2"  cavity  and  2"  paramount  partition.  The  design  complied  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Byelaws  relating  to  fire  resistance,  damp 
resistance  and  thermal  insulation  but  the  slenderness  ratio  of  the 
gable  was  in  doubt.  The  Department's  Architect  confirmed  our  findings 
and  after  an  amended  plan  was  submitted  the  proposals  were  approved. 

Tne  types  of  plans  submitted  were  classified  under  the  following 
headings. 


Nature  of  Proposed  Work 


No, 

77 

13 

S3 

4 

8 

26 

6 

225 

9 

9 

20 

6 

n 

9 

3 


New  permanent  houses  (private  enterprise) (128  houses) 
New  County  Council  houses  (84) 

New  private  garages 
New  commercial  garages 

Alterations  & additions  to  commercial  garages 
New  farm  buildings  & buildings  to  house  animals 
Alterations  & Additions  to  farm  buildings 
Alterations  to  houses 
Conversion  of  premises  to  houses 
New  factories  and  other  commercial  premises 
Alterations  & Additions  to  factories  etc. 

Alterations  & additions  to  hotels 
Alterations  to  Local  Authority  Schools 
Alterations  to  public  halls,  churches  etc. 

New  halls 


Carry  forward 


509 


Nature  of  Proposed  Work 


Brought  Forward 

New  public  conveniences 

Alterations  & additions  to  private  schools 

erection  of  facilities  for  camping  sites 

Conversion  of  station  premises  into  camping  site 

Others 


No. 

509 

1 

5 

4 

1 

65 


TOTAL  585 


WATER  SAMPLING 

During  the  year  193  samples  of  water  v^re  taken  for  chemical 
analysis  and  236  for  bacteriological  examination.  These  samples 
were  reported  on  as  follows: 


Public  Supplies 
Chemical  Analyses 


Good  - 101 


Doubtful 

Bad 


- 2 (1  bacteriologically  satisfactory  and  1 

bacteriologically  fairly  satisfactory) 

- 1 (Repeat  sample  good) 


Bacteriological  Examination 

Satisfactory  - in 

Fairly  satisfactory  - 31 

Unsatisfactory  - 3 (repeat  samples  satisfactory  in 

2 cases  and  another  source 

found  for  one  supply) 
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The  undemoted  samples  v;ere  also  taken  following  requests  in 
connection  with  applications  for  Agricultural  Water  Supply  Grants 
and  following  complaints,  etc. 


Chemical  Analyses 

Good  — 68 

Doubtful  — 7(1  bacteriologically  satisfactory , 1 

bacteriologically  fairly  satisfactory  and 
2 repeat  samples  fairly  satisfactory.) 

- 6 (1  repeat  good  and  1 with  excess  copper) 

Copper  tests  - 1 (copper  to  be  removed) 

7 (within  limit  or  without  copper) 


Bacteriological  Examination 


Satisfactory  - 44 

Fairly  Satisfactory  - 29 

Unsatisfactory  - 18  (3  repeats  good,  4 repeats  fairly 

satisfactory,  2 chemicals  good 

and  2 chemicals  doubtful.) 
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FACTORIES 

CONTRAVENTIONS  CF  FACTORIES  ACT 

The  number  of  registered  factories  in  the  County  is  238.  During 
inspection  of  these  factories,  involving  242  visits,  64  contraventions 
of  the  Factories  Acts  were  found.  These  related  to: 


Want  of  cleanliness  . . , 

Inadequate  ventilation  . 

• • • • 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

Insufficient  sanitary  conveniences  . 
Unsuitable  or  defective  sanitary  conveniences 
Sanitary  conveniences  not  separate  for  sexes 


.11 

5 

10 

12 

25 

1 


The  above  contraventions  were  remedied  without  the  service  of 
statutory  notices  although  in  certain  instances  it  took  some  con- 
siderable persuasion  before  the  defects  were  put  rignt. 

MEAN S OF  ESCAPE  IN  CASE  OF  FIRE 

As  required  by  Section  34  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  all  factories 
employing  more  than  20  persons  must  be  furnished  with  a Certificate  as 
to  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire.  One  such  factory  was  surveyed  and 
a certificate  issued  after  consultation  with  the  Fire  Prevention  Officer. 


OUTWORKERS 

There  is  only  one  outworker  in  the  County.  She  is  employed  in 
knitting  wearing  apparel.  Her  dwellinghouse  was  found  to  be  satisfactory 
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TRADES 

The  following  are  the  trades  undertaken  in  the  County: 

MBCHA?:  ICAL 


Aerated  waters 

1 

Laundries 

2 

Aircraft  repairs 

1 

Malting 

- 1 

Bakers 

17 

Motor  Vehicle,  Agricultural 

Blacksmiths 

10 

machinery,  plant,  etc. 

Brick  making 

1 

repairs 

62 

Plumbers 

? 

Cart  making 

1 

Provender 

C 

Car  polish 

1 

Re— inforced  concrete 

Compressed  Air 

1 

blocks  1 

Electrical  appliances 

2 

Sausage  making . 

13 

Electrical  generating 

12 

Sawmilling 

33 

Firewood 

1 

Seed  dressing 

3 

Gas  works 

1 

Tailoring 

1 

Grass  drying 

3 

Textiles  (beetling, 
bleaching,  spinning 

etc.)  12 

Joiners 

36 

Whisky  distilling 

3 

NQN-MECHANTCAT, 

Blacksmiths 

3 

Saddlery 

1 

Boot  repairs 

1 

Sporran  & Belt  making 

1 

Joiners 

1 

Tailoring 

1 

OTHER  PREMISES 

Electrical  Stations,  Building  Sites,  etc.  - 8 

NEW  FACTORIES 

Plans  were . approved  for  the  formation  of  5 new  factory  premises 
and  for  the  addition  to  or  alteration  of  existing  factory  premises. 


- 94  - 


COMPLAINTS 

The  usual  number  of  complaints  were  received  during  the  year. 
These  can  be  classified  under  the  following  headings. 


(a)  Defective  drains,  etc.  . 

• 

• 

• « 

119 

(b)  Inadequate  and  unsatisfactory  water  supplies 

43 

(c)  Overcrowding  . 

• 

• 

• • 

4 

(d)  Deposits  of  Refuse 

• 

• 

• • 

41  . 

(e)  Pollution  of  rivers,  etc. 

• 

• 

• • 

16 

(f)  Dirty  Houses  . 

• 

• 

• • 

18 

(g)  Burial  grounds 

• 

• • 

26 

(h)  Smoke  . 

• 

• 

• • 

14 

(i)  Others 

• 

♦ 

• • 

115 

Most  of  these  complaints  were  genuine  and  dealt  with.  A few 
were  passed  on  to  other  Departments  and  the  remainder,  usually  the 
results  of  neighbours'  quarrels,  suitably  disposed  of. 

In  only  6 cases  was  it  necessary  to  issue  formal  intimations 
under  Section  19  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897.  These 
nuisances  were  abated  without  the  need  for  further  action. 

One  persistent  complaint  related  to  smell  from  a grass  drying 
plant.  At  this  plant  cut  grass  is  dried  in  a machine  which  passes 
hot  air  over  it.  The  smell  complained  of  was  that  of  the  hot  air 
which  contained  the  juices  of  the  grass  in  suspension,  and  resembled 
warm  hay.  The  smell  was  evident  at  times  and  the  strength  depended 
on  the  humidity  of  the  atmosphere  and,  so  far  as  the  adjoining  he.  re- 
holders  were  concerned,  the  direction  and  strength  of  the  wind. 


- 95  - 


Although  no  nuisance,  in  terms  of  Section  16  of  the  Public  Health 
(Scotland)  Act  was  found,  the  owner  of  the  pLant  decided  to  experi- 
ment with  Airwick  equipment  which  it  was  hoped  would  counteract  any 
odour.  Arrangements  were  made  for  the  installation  o f the  necessary 
equipment  before  the  grass  drying  season  commenced  in  i960. 


CINEMAS 

All  cinemas  were  visited  and  found  to  comply  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Act. 


BURIALS  CARRIED  OUT  BY  LOCAL  AUTHORITY 

During  the  year  arrangements  were  made  and  burials  carried  out 
under  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948  in  respect  of  10  adults. 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 

During  the  year  six  observations  were  made  of  chimneys  serving 
industrial  plants  and  factories  within  the  County.  One  was  taken  at 
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Dmblai^,  one  at  Blackford,  two  at  Luncarty  and  two  at  Huntingtower. 
Tne  last-mentioned  two  places  are  probably  the  worst  offenders  and 
have  been  the  cause  of  complaint  on  several  occasions.  Observations 
taken  of  the  chimneys  were  carried  out  in  terms  of  the  Dark  Smoke 
(Pemit  ted  Periods)  Regulations,  1958  and  revealed  that  contraventions 
are  rife,  i.e.  black  smoke  being  emitted  for  more  than  2 minutes  at 

one  time  and  dark  smoke  for  more  than  4 minutes  in  t he  aggregate  of 
any  half  hour. 


The  contraventions  were  notified  to  the  owners  of  the  works 
both  at  Luncarty  and  at  Hunting  tower.  In  the  case  of  Luncarty  the 
owners  replied  that  they  realised  that  the  existing  plant  was  too 
small  for  the  demand  and  replacement  by  oil  burning  boilers  is  to  be 
carried  out.  The  works  at  Huntingtower  have  also  carried  out  major 
alterations  and  have  consulted  the  National  Industrial  Fuel  Efficiency 


At  Dunblane  a new  furnace  is  to  be  installed  and  at  Blackford 
the  provision  of  mechanical  stokers  brought  the  factory  into  compliance 
with  the  Regulations. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

This  year  has  seen  many  improvements  in  the  collection  and  dis- 
posal of  household  refuse  in  the  County. 
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CENTRAL  REGIONAL  SCHEME 

The  most  significant  advance  was  the  commencement  of  a Central 
Regional  scheme  on  18 th  May,  when  ten  Special  Scavenging  Districts, 
previously  serviced  by  private  contract,  were  combined  into  one 
Regional  District  operated  with  two  men  and  one  15  cu.yd.  collection 
vehicle.  In  addition  to  the  existing  Special  Scavenging  Districts 
the  Scheme  also  brought  a refuse  collection  service  to  the  Villages 
of  St.  Davids,  I-iadderty,  Fowlis  Vfester  and  Greenloaning  and  the 
residents  there  now  benefit  from  this  important  Public  Health  service. 
Tne  introduction  of  a Regional  Scheme  has  meant  that  almost  the  whole 
area  of  the  Central  District  is  traversed  by  the  collection  vehicle  and 
this  has  brought  regular  refuse  removal  facilities  to  premises  which 
would  never  have  otherwise  obtained  such  a service.  The  most  marked 
benefit  in  this  direction  has  been  to  the  schools  at  Lawers, 
I-lonzievaird,  Ilaodertv  and  Tullibardine  where  refuse  disposal  was  by 
means  of  an  ashpit,  emptied  at  infrequent  periods,  and,  at  the  best 
of  times,  an  unhygienic  evil  belonging  to  the  past.  Although  the 
service  had  only  been  in  operation  for  six  months  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  ten  other  private  premises  were  using  the  facilities,  and  I am 
confident  that  tnis  figure  will  ire  rease  each  year  as  the  service 
becomes  better  known. 

The  change-over  from  private  contractors  to  direct  labour  in- 
volved considerable  organisation  to  maintain  an  uninterrupted  service 
and  much  of  the  success  of  the  scheme  depended  on  the  "public 
relations"  established  in  the  first  few  weeks  of  operation.  In  this 
respect  the  Central  Regional  Scheme  was  singularly  successful  and  it 
is  pleasing  to  record  that  all  praise  and  no  blame  was  levelled  at  the 
service.  A great  deal  of  credit  is  due  to  the  driver  and  loader  for 
this  success. 


- 98  - 


^-ORGANISATION  OF  FSRTH  REGIONAL  SPHSi^ 

In  March  the  re-organisation  of  the  collection  and  disposal  of 
refuse  in  the  Perth  Regional  Scheme  became  operative,  introducing  con- 
siderable improvement  in  the  system  of  collection  and  the  maintenance 
of  the  disposal  tips.  To  effect  the  improvements  a "compression"  type 
of  collection  venicle  and  a tractor/ shovel  were  brought  into  service 
and  both  vehicles  have  achieved  the  estimated  results.  For  the  period 
of  operation  this  year  from  23rd  March  to  31st  December  the  saving  in 
overtime  was  1,070  hours  and  in  mileage  2.033  miles  compared  vdth  the 
same  period  in  1958.  These  savings  over  the  old  system  of  collection 
are  very  gratifying,  especially  as  they  were  achieved  despite  the 
addition  of  the  new  Scavenging  District  of  Knapp  and  38  premises  out- 
with  Districts. 

Tne  re-organisation  of  this  service  involved  considerable  changes 
m days  and  times  of  collection  in  many  areas  and  although  it  had  been 
anticipated  that  difficulties  would  arise  over  these  changes  at  the 
outset  there  were,  in  fact,  only  some  half-dozen  complaints  that  bins 
had  not  been  emptied.  In  each  case  the  complainer  was  given  a special 
collection,  where  this  was  possible,  or  graciously  accepted  the  incon- 
venience and  the  explanation  of  it. 


EASTERN  DISTRICT 

The  eastern  Regional  Scheme  was  provided  with  a new  vehicle  in 
I-iay  of  t -is  year  and,  as  has  been  the  policy  since  1956,  this  had  a 
diesel  power  unit.  The  use  of  diesel  vehicles  has  meant  considerable 
savings  in  fuel  costs  in  the  cleansing  services  and  the  new  vehicle 
will  reduce  the  costs  of  the  Eastern  Regional  Service. 
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TRACTOR  SHOVEL  IN  OPERATION  AT  -POV.'SIDE  TIP 


(above)  refuse  as  tipped  from  vehicle 
(below)  tip  dressed  off 
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„ . tlP  3t  Draffen  lo°ked  - « W W hava  to  be  closed 

ur  g the  year  and  early  surveys  for  a new  tipping  area  were  not 

promising.  With  only  2 tipping  sites  in  the  whole  of  the  region  it  is 
s„ent-ax  to  have  one  accessible  to  the  western  end  of  the  District 
and  the  loss  of  the  Draffen  tip  would  have  meant  a considerable  increase 
m disposal  haulage  and  man-hours.  With  the  use  of  heavy  plant  it  was 

possible  to  ertend  the  life  of  the  Draffen  tip  but  a new  tip  will  have 
to  be  found  during  next  year. 


HIGHLAND  AND  VJBSERN  districts 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a report  was  submitted  on  the  practi- 
cability of  operating  a Hegional  Scavenging  Scheme  in  the  Highland 
District  and  the  findings  of  that  report  were  most  encouraging  If 
the  recommendations  of  the  report  to  introduce  a Hegional  Scheme  are 
accepted  it  will  mean  that  all  the  Districts  in  the  County,  excepting 
the  Western  District,  will  have  a Hegional  refuse  collection  and  dis- 
posal service  operated  by  direct  labour.  During  the  forthcoming  year 
a survey  of  the  Western  District  will  be  made  to  ascertain  the  advis- 
ability  of  introducing  such  a service. 


K5FNSS  DISPOSAL 

Disposal  of  refuse  continued  to  produce  its  usual  crop  of 
problems  during  the  year  and  it  is  evident  that  this  part  of  our 
cleansing  services  is  going  to  demand  a great  deal  of  new  thinking 
in  the  not  too  distant  future. 


H5FUSS  BINS 

The  Council  took  a decisive  step  this  year  when  they  adopted  the 
Code  of  Modified  Provisions  of  the  Burgh  Police  Acts  vhich  gave  powers 
to  prescribe  the  standard  of  refuse  bin  to  be  used  by  householders 
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within  Special  Scavenging  Districts.  The  decision  to  specify  require- 
ments for  dust  bins  was  welcomed  by  my  Department  for,  while  the 
specification  granted  some  control  of  what  could  be  used  for  refuse 
receptacles  it  did  not  impose  any  restriction  that  would  cause  hard- 
ship to  householders. 

The  need  for  this  action  was  becoming  increasingly  evident  from 
the  complaints  received  from  the  refuse  collection  crews  of  torn 
hands  and  clothing,  refuse  spilling  down  their  necKs  when  bottoms 
fell  out  of  rusted  old  oil  drums,  receptacles  so  large  that  three  men 
could  not  lift  them,  and  the  problematic  decision  of  whether  the  old 
tea  box  should  be  removed  as  refuse  or  left  empty  as  a refuse  bin. 

No  less  were  the  complaints  from  outwith  the  cleansing  service  of 
the  appearance  of  the  multifarious  containers  strung  along  the  kerbs 
on  collection  days  and  the  mess  resulting  from  uncovered  containers 
subjected  to  a boisterous  wind  or  marauding  cats  and  dogs. 

The  implementation  of  the  powers  now  available  will  take  some 
time  and  mean  considerable  additional  work  for  the  Department  but, 
if  it  achieves  the  desired  results,  it  will  certainly  have  been 
worthwhile. 


STREET  SVEBPING 

No  significant  changes  were  made  in  the  street  sweeping  services 
and,  as  in  previous  years,  this  work  was  divided  between  this 
Department  and  the  Roads  Department.  Attempts  to  introduce  part- 
time  Village  Officers  to  Bridge  of  Earn  and  Glenfarg  by  employment 
of  pensioners  met  with  failure.  In  both  villages  no  pensioner  could 
be  found  who  was  willing  to  undertake  the  work  and  street  sweeping 
is  still  being  carried  out  by  the  Roads  Department  on  a limited  scale. 
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introduction  of  the  Litter  Act  it  might  have  been 
expected  that  there  would  not  have  been  the  same  need  for  street 
sweeping  but  so  far  as  can  be  judged  the  Litter  Act  has  not  been 
a successful  instrument  in  reducing  the  amount  of  litter  on  the 
streets. 


SALVAGE 

The  recovery  of  waste  paper  was  the  only  salvage  undertaken 
and  this  was  restricted  to  the  capacity  of  our  existing  labour  and 
vehicle  resources  to  sort,  bale  and  store  the  material.  The  only 
form  of  organised  waste  paper  collection  carried  out  was  in  Scone 
where  arrangements  were  possible  for  the  depositing  of  the  paper 
without  incurring  long  haulage. 


iAiring  the  year  12  tons  15  cwts.  1 qr.  of  paper  was  sold  for  a 
sum  of  £76:15:8d. 


PUBLIC  COfriVEhTZNCES 

A new  public  convenience  was  brought  into  use  during  the  year 
at  Lochearnhead  and  met  a need  for  this  public  service  which  had 
become  acute  since  the  popularising  of  water-ski- ing  in  the  district. 
So  great  are  the  numbers  attending  this  new  sport  at  weekends  that 
it  was  necessary  to  employ  a woman  to  be  in  attendance  at  the  Ladies 
Conveniences  during  the  day.  This  is  the  first  time  that  an  attend- 
ant has  been  on  duty  at  a public  convenience  in  the  County  but  it  was 
evident  from  the  outset  that,  left  unattended,  these  conveniences 
could  not  have  fulfilled  their  function  with  any  credit  to  the  Council. 

It  has  been  found  that,  I’Jhere  public  conveniences  are  in  con- 
siderable use,  cleaning  once  or  even  twice  daily  is  not  sufficient  to 
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maintain  them  in  a satisfactory  state  of  cleanliness  and  a full  time 
attendant  is  as  essential  as  the  premises  themselves.  Complaints 
received  about  the  condition  of  conveniences  invariably  come  from 
visitors  to  our  County  and  include  such  comments  as  "my  visit  to 
your  lovely  County  was  spoiled  by  the  condition  of  the  public  con- 
veniences at  so-and-so."  All  complaints  are  investigated  immed- 
iately and  it  is  usually  found  that  the  conditions  complained  of 
existed  during  the  afternoon  or  evening,  i.e.  after  the  attendant  has 
given  the  premises  their  dally  clean  up  in  the  morning. 

Despoiling  public  conveniences  seems  to  be  a national  pastime 
and  ours  come  in  for  their  share  of  fouling  and  damaged  fittings. 
Prepayment  locks  in  the  lesser  used  conveniences,  particularly  the 
gents  section,  are  now  considered  uneconomical.  They  are  so  often 
broken  into  or  removed  entirely  that  the  cost  of  maintaining  them, 
far  exceeds  the  income  derived. 

Gross  income  from  the  conveniences  in  the  County  for  1959  was 

£116: 7: Sd. 


STREET  LIGHTING 

IRUhK  HOAD  LIGHTING 

The  first  Trunk  Road  lighting  to  be  installed  in  the  County  was 
brought  into  operation  with  the  start  of  the  lighting  season  in  August. 
The  installation  comprised  part  of  the  new  Special  Lighting  District 
of  Leny  Feus  and  was  provided  on  the  A.84'Stirling-Callander- 
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Crianlarich  trunk  road  to  preserve  the  continuity  of  the  new  trunk 
road  lighting  through  the  Burgh  of  Cali  nder.  The  install* tion  was 
carried  out  to  the  standards  required  by  the  Scottish  Home  Department 
and  thus  qualified  for  a 50$  grant  on  the  capital  cost  and  a 50$ 
grant  on  the  annual  maintenance  costs  for  at  least  15  years.  While 
the  cost  to  the  County  Council  was  almost  double  that  of  the  normal 
pedestrian  type  lighting  provided  in  the  County,  the  advantages  of 
correct  road  lighting  on  Main  Traffic  Routes  can  be  judged  by  com- 
paring the  pictures  of  the  new  lighting  at  Leny  Feus  with  the 
existing  lighting  on  the  trunk  road  through  Bankfoot.  If  these 
pictures,  which  were  taken  under  equal  conditions,  are  looked  at  as 
the  night  view  a motorist  has  of  that  particular  length  of  road  the 
dangers  of  bad  road  lighting  can  be  quickly  appreciated. 

ICW  LAMPS  FOR  OLD 

Fairy  Tales  are  not  normally  to  be  found  in  Annual  Reports  but 
this  Aladdin  touch  appropriately  belongs  in  the  report  on  street 
lighting . 

VJhen  the  amenity  of  Cathedral  Street  and  The  Square,  Dunkeld 
was  being  improved  by  the  removal  of  the  overhead  electricity  supply 
network  the  national  Trust  for  Scotland  requested  that  the  street 
lighting  fittings  be  replaced  with  wall  mounting  units  which  would 
be  in  character  with  the  locale  but  would  not  be  obtrusive  in  day- 
time. Several  makes  of  standard  production  fittings  were  examined 
but  none  could  fully  satisfy  both  the  requirements  of  appearance  and 
street  lighting  efficiency.  Just  when  it  was  reaching  the  point  of 
'stalemate11,  "Aladdin",  in  the  form  of  a Burrelton  potato  merchant, 
took  a hand  in  the  matter.  The  merchant  telephoned  to  ask  if  we 
would  be  good-  enough  to  remove  several  old  street  lanterns  from  a 
loft  in  his  premises  as  he  now  required  the  space  for  himself.  It 


(above)  Normal  pedestrian  type  lighting  provided  in  County 

- Bankfoot. 

(below)  Trunk  Road  Lighting  - Leny  Feus,  Callander. 
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turned  out  that  the  lanterns  had  been  in  his  loft  for  over  30  years 
end  were  the  original  paraffin  burning  street  lanterns  used  in 
Burrelton.  Many  were  still  in  'mint'  condition  and  by  adaptation 
to  electric  power  with  a modern  street  lighting  optical  system  and 
a specially  designed  bracket  they  solved  the  problem  at  Dunkeld. 
Truly  new  lamps  for  old! 


The  final  result  of  the  improves nts  in  The  Square  and  Cathedral 
Street,  Dunkeld  are  rather  pleasing  and  illustrates  that,  with  a 

little  effort  and 
additional  cost, 
much  can  be  done  to 
improve  the  amenity 
of  our  villages  and 
still  maintain 
efficient  lighting. 


The  Square,  Dunkeld 

(left)  Converted 
lanterns  in  use. 

(right)  Before  re- 
moval of  overhead 
wires  and  replace- 
ment of  lanterns. 
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It  is  always  the  aim  that  public  lighting  should  detract  as 
little  as  possible  from  the  amenity  of  the  streets  but  it  is  some- 
times difficult  to  find  unanimous  support  for  this  view  when  the 
additional  cost  is  balanced  against  the  aesthetic  values.  As  most 
of  our  village  main  streets  do.  not  lend  themselves  to  the  use  of 
wall  mounting  units  the  presence  of  the  street  lighting  column  will 
be  with  us  for  many  years  where  improvements  to  main  road  lighting 
are  carried  out.  The  street  lighting  column  and  lantern  of  present 
day  design  can  be  a pleasing  thing  in  itself  but  when  added  to  the 


conglomeration  of 
Hydro-Electric  and 
G.P.O.  poles  and 
xvires  that  exist 
in  our  villages, 
the  overall  effect 
is  ghastly.  To 
underground  these 
existing  services 
involves  great 
expense,  however, 
and  greater  is  the 
pity  that  the  cost 
should  fall  on  the 
Local  Authority  if 
they  request  it  to 
be  done. 
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TABLC  SHCWING  NUMB5R  QF  STREET  LIGHTING  POTMTS  B?  THE  H0T7NTY 


Village 

Gas 

Filled 

Mercurv 

Vapour 

Others 

No.  of  New 
Points  Erected 

During  Year 

Aberfoyle 

41 

18 

Aberuthven 

12 

Acharn 
Almondbank  & 

7 

■- 

- 

7 

Pitcairngreen 

43 

p 

Ardler 

7 

Ardochbank,  Doune 

1 

Balbeggie 

8 

8 1 

blended 

2 

Ballinluig 

15 

Bankfoot 

40 

Birnanv^Dunkeld 

87 

Blackford 

38 

_ 

JL 

Blair  Atholl 

34 

Braco 

7 

6 

3ridge  of  Earn 

77 

C 

Burrelton 

44 

, 

2 

1 

Caputh 

6 

Conrie 

68 

Dunning 

31 

5 

i 

Errol 

45 

Gartmore 

17 

Gilmerton 

7 

■ Glencarse 

5 

Glenfarg 

37 

_ 

Grand tully/ Stratht  ay 

25 

m m 

Guildtown 

9 

6 

i 

Inchture 

7 

Invergowrie 

53 

Keltie  Bridge,  Callander 

2 

2 

Kenmore 

15 

__ 

15 

Ki  11  i n 

40 

_ 

2 

Kinbuck 

6 

Kinloch  Rannoch 

14 

Kinross ie 

5 

Kirkmichael 

12 

Lenv  Feus,  Callander 

5 

10 

sodium 

15 

Longf organ 

26 

€>D 

Luncarty 

36 

- 

_ 

1 

Carry  Forward 


932 


43 


10  sodium 
1 blended 


56 
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STREET  LIGHTING  POINTS  (Cont.) 


Village 

Gas 

filled 

Hercurv 

Vapour 

Others 

No.  of  New 
Points  Erected 

Brought  Forward 

932 

43 

10 

sodium 

During  Year 
56 

Meigle 

7 

14 

1 

1 

blended 

blended 

2 

Meikleour 

6 

Methven 

37 

11 

3 

Muckhart 

17 

«_ 

Muirton  of  Ardblair 

6 

Murthly 

16 

■ „ 

.* 

Muthill 

35 

c 

_ 

New  Alyth 

12 

New  Scone 

118 

1 

38 

sodium 

Spittalfield 

9 

— 

Stanley 

51 

- 

1 

fluores- 

1 

St.  Fillans 

21 

cent 

Thornhill 

22 

mm 

1 

sodium 

ai 

Whitecros s , Dunblane 

3 

- 

- 

1 

TOTAIS 

1,292 

69 

49 

sodium 

63 

2 blended 
1 fluores- 


cent 


The  number  of  visits  paid  in  connection  vi  th  street  lighting 
was  308. 


WATER  SUPPLIES 


. The  f0ll0Wing  ^formation  has  been  provided  by  the  Water  and 
Drainage  Department  of  the  Council: 

As  is  well  known,  1959  as  far  as  water  undertakings  were  concerned 
was  a bad  year  due  to  the  drought  which  occurred  in  the  summer. 

However,  the  Perth  County  Council  public  water  supplies  held  out 
surprisingly  well  and  only  in  a few  areas,  Balbeggie,  etc.  District, 
Methven  Village,  Kincardine  area  and  Thornhill  Village,  had  consumers 
to  be  requested  to  restrict  their  usage  of  water.  This  was  due  in 
large  measure  to  the  fact  that  the  water  inspectors  responsible  for 
Lheir  various  areas  had  been  assiduous  in  the  elimination  of  leakage 
and  therefore  the  daily  demand  on  the  sources  was  limited  to  the 
water  actually  being  passed  to  the  consumers.  Where  certain  sources 
did  prove  inadequate  as  at  I-Iethven  and  Alrnondbank,  Thornhill,  Alyth 
and  Aberfoyle,  recourse  was  made  to  interconnecting  mains  laid  within 
recent  years  to  spread  the  available  supply.  Many  private  well  and 
spring  supplies  were  short,  but,  thanks  to  a slight  rain  in  July  sur- 
face waters  stood  up  very  well  considering  the  low  spring  and  summer 
rainfall. 

During  the  year  the  first  contract  to  be  carried  out  by  the 
Loch  Turret  Water  Board  was  commenced,  and  in  fact  the  trunk  main  is 
now  almost  complete  between  Huirhead,  near  Braco  and  Dunblane.  Con- 
tract No.  2 covering  the  main  from  Muirbead  to  Loch  Turret  itself  is 
about  to  be  commenced.  In  consequence,  it  is  likely  that  in  1961 
untreated  water  will  be  able  to  pass  through  the  pipes  from  Loch 
Turret  and  thus  large  areas  of  Central  and  West  Perthshire  will  slowly 
become  available  for  development  as  far  as  the  water  undertaking  is 
concerned.  Indeed,  portential  consumers  in  the  area  are  already 
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requesting  that  a supply  be  made  available. 

Negotiations  have  continued  with  the  Blairgowrie  and  District 
Water  Board,  Blairgowrie  Town  Council  and  Coupar  Angus  Town  Council 
regarding  the  proposed  Loch  Benachally  Regional  Water  Scheme  and 
gauging  weirs  have  now  been  installed  in  order  that  the  yield  of  the 
area  can  be  accurately  estimated.  A temporary  augmentation  scheme 
from  springs  near  Guildtown  has  this  year  been  laid,  pending  the 
introduction  of  the  full  Benachally  Scheme,  and  a short  length  of 
this  main  comprises  what  is  in  fact  the  first  section  of  the  future 
regional  trunk  main  from  Benachally  to  Scone.  However,  no  further 
section  of  the  Benachally  Scheme  has  been  put  on  this  year's  pro- 
gramme . 


The  total  probable  expenditure  on  water  schemes  to  the  31st 
December,  1959  is  now  estimated  at  £65,500  compared  to  the  pro- 
visional estimate  of  £85,000,  the  difference  being  due  chiefly  to 
the  fact  that  certain  schemes  have  not  yet  been  completed,  and 
certain  other  schemes  were  carried  out  at  a lower  cost  than  that 
originally  estimated. 

In  the  Western  part  of  the  County  the  Aberf oyle -Gartmore 
Augmentation  Scheme  has  proceeded  extremely  slowly  and  it  is  now 
likely  that  the  clear  water  tanks  which  are  to  be  built,  will  not 
be  completed  until  the  middle  of  Summer,  "I960,  although  water  for 
Gartmore  and  Kinlochard  should  shortly  be  available. 

In  the  Doune  area  the  scheme  to  serve  farms  around  Deanston 
is  now  virtually  complete,  but  here  again  the  final  completion  of 
the  scheme  took  a disappointingly  long  time.  However,  the  scheme 
should  shortly  be  commissioned  and  a much  needed  public  water  supply 
will  become  available  in  that  area. 
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At  Feaman  a new  water  supply  system  has  been  installed  and 
virtually  only  the  pumping  installation  remains  to  be  carried  out. 

It  is  therefore  hoped  that  a supply  of  water  for  the  village  of 
Fearnan  will  be  available  in  the  early  Spring.  A temporary  supply 
was  organised  through  the  new  mains  when  the  old  village  springs 
failed  in  the  summer. 

At  Balbeggie,  a number  of  springs  at  Craigmakerran  have  been 
harnessed  and  here  again  pumping  plant  is  about  to  be  installed, 
this  plan  eventually  allowing  water  to  be  pumped  to  the  Balbeggie 
area  and  to  parts  of  Scone  as  and  ivhen  required.  A pumping  main  has 
been  laid  between  Craigmakerran  and  Balbeggie,  while  in  the  same 
area  an  extension  has  been  laid  from  Guildtown  to  Loanfolds  and 
another  extension  northwards  from  Guildtown  has  been  laid  on  to  the 
Ferth-Bla irgowrie  main  road  as  far  as  Campsie  Farm. 

at  Blairgowrie  a main  is  being  laid  from  the  County  Council 
Housing  Site  to  Gastmill  and  work  on  this  scheme  is  now  well  advanced. 

At  Bankfoot  a main  has  been  extended  from  the  village  as  far  as 
Backmill  and  an  extension  to  serve  Farkhill  and  on  to  Balquham  is 
contemplated  for  I960. 

In  West  Perthshire,  an  extension  off  the  Deanston  Fam  supply  is 
now  being  laid  to  serve  the  Meldnim-Watson  area,  while  a length  of 
main  in  the  irossachs  Road  at  Aberfoyle  has  been  renewed. 

At  Muckhart  a new  main  has  been  laid  to  sipply  the  village  but 
unfortunately  the  clear  rvater  tank  required  here  has  not  yet  been 
commenced  as  the  contractor  responsible  for  the  carrying  out  of  the 
work  is  also  responsible  for  the  completion  of  the  Aberfoyle-Gartmore 
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Augmentation  Scheme  and  the  latter  scheme  was  given  priority. 

At  Meigle  a main  has  been  laid  from  i-Ieigle  Village  to  Langlogie 
and  a number  of  farms  here,  formerly  served  by  a private  branch  pipe 
from  Dundee  Coporation  trunk  main,  have  now  been  transferred  to  the 
County  Council  main. 

At  Grandtully  a temporary  wooden  dam  has  been  constructed  in 
order  that  the  flow  from  Loch  Grandtully  can  be  properly  controlled, 
and  this  summer  no  trouble  was  experienced  in  the  operation  of  the 
Grandtully  system. 

At  Shenval,  a further  extension  of  main  took  place  from  I-ioneydie 
to  Blackpark,  while  at  Tibbermore  a further  extension  of  main  took 
place  to  Hyreside. 


In  the  Perth  area  some  trouble  has  previously  been  experienced 
by  people  resident  at  V.’alnut  Grove  as  the  existing  private  pipe  from 
Perth  Burgh  was  in  extremely  poor  condition.  However,  a new  main  has 
now  oeen  laid  from  the  Perth  Burgh  boundary  to  serve  "Walnut  Grove, 
and  this  work  was  recently  completed. 

Various  minor  extensions  of  main  took  place  and  these  included 
an  extension  from  Craigend  to  Wninnyloan  and  Auchraw  of  .nailer,  a 
short  main  to  Friarton  Farms,  near  Balbeggie,  an  extension  from 
Kewlands  to  Taymount  Road  end  in  the  Stanley  area,  a further 
extension  of  main  towards  llyreriggs,  near  Bendochy,  and  sin  extension 
on  the  Comrie-Braco  Road  at  Dalginross. 

Certain  obsolete  corroded  mains  and  communication  pipes  were 
renewed  and  these  included  a main  to  Taybank  Hotel  at  Dunkeld,  a 
further  length  of  main  in  Granco  Street,  Dunning  and  a very  short 


21U  - 


length  of  main  at  Bridge  of  Earn  near  the  Cyprus  Inn.  AH  these 
operations  were  carried  out  prior  to  re-surfacing  work  due  to  be 
carried  out  by  the  Hoads  Department. 

It  had  been  hoped  to  provide  a scheme  for  the  village  of 
Duncrievie,  near.  Glenfarg  but  due  to  various  technical  difficulties 
in  the  design  of  the  scheme  was  held  up  but  it  is  hoped  to  complete 
the  scheme  in  i960. 

As  regards  mains  to  serve  housing  developments,  a substantial 
length  of  main  was  laid  in  Grandtully  to  serve  the  housing  site  at 
Little  Ballinluig,  while  extensions  were  laid  to  the  existing  mains 
at  Housing  sites  at  Whitecross  (Dunblane),  Deanston,  Dunning  and 
Scone. 


During  the  year  the  undemoted  additional  fittings  were  supplied: 


396  Water  Closets. 
279  Baths. 

469  Sinks  & Tubs. 
383  Basins. 

257  Cisterns. 


26  Heating  systems. 
336  Drinking  Bowls. 
81  Standpipes. 

108  Field  Troughs 
124  Other  Taps. 


156  New  Communication  Pip>es. 


This  gives  an  average  of  eight-and-a-half  new  fittings  connected 
up  each  working  day  to  the  County  Water  Supplies,  which  is  slightly 
under  the  average  number  for  the  past  few  years  but  this  it  is  thought 
reflects  the  reduction  of  housing  scheme  development  in  our  villages. 
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COUNTY  DRAINAGE  SCHEMES 

The  following  information  has  been  provided  by  the  kVa  ter  and 
Drainage  Department  of  the  Council: 

Gene  ral 

The  Sewage  Treatment  'works  throughout  the  County  have  been 
satisfactorily  operated  during  the  year  by  means  of  the  two  Vacuum 
Tank  Waggons.  The  original  Tank  Waggon  purchased  in  1918  was 
replaced  by  a diesel  engined  Tark  Waggon  of  larger  capacity.  Prior 
to  the  new  vehicle  being  operated,  some  difficulty  was  experienced 
due  to  repeated  break-downs  of  the  original  vehicle  and  this  caused 
sludge  removal  and  sevjer  scouring  to  be  held  up  somewhat  in  some 
areas. 

The  mechanical  plant  at  the  Sewage  Treatment  Works  has  been 
kept  up  to  standard  by  the  travelling  mechanic. 

New  Works 

Two  new  Sewage  Treatment  Works  have  been  completed  during  the 
year  serving  the  Abemethy  Landward  Area  and  the  Village  of  Forgandenny. 

The  Abernethy  Landward  Area  is  in  operation  but  connections  have 
not  yet  been  made  to  the  Forgandenny  system. 

Abemethy  Landward  Area 

This  District  comprises  the  properties  built  on  the  Perth/ 
Abernethy  Road  outwith  the  Burgh  boundary  and  lying  to  the  west  i 
the  Burgh.  Most  of  these  properties  were  served  by  private  individual 
septic  tanks  and  those  properties  built  on  the  north  side  of  the 
main  road  have  been  causing  a nuisance  for  some  years  as  the  effluents 
from  these  tanks  discharged  into  one  of  the  fields  of  Drumhead  Farm. 

The  Sewage  Treatment  Works  are  situated  near  the  Perth/Ladybank  rail- 
way line  on  the  access  road  to  Hatton  Farm,  and  the  effluent  dis- 
charges directly  into  the  River  Warn  some  half  mile  away.  Treatment 
is  provided  by  two  septic  tanks  in  parallel.  Access  has  been  provided 
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to  the  septic  tanks  which  can  thus  be  periodically-  de sludged  by 
Vacuum  Tank  waggon. 

Forgandennv 

This  Drainage  District  comprises  the  village  itself  and  the 
residential  Stratnallan  School.  In  the  village  most  properties  had 
individual  septic  tanKs  which  discharged  into  the  burn  running  through 
the  village.  The  School  has  two  major  Septic  Tanks,  one  serving  the 
residential  portion  and  the  other  the  classrooms,  hospital  and  office 
blocks.  Effluent  from  one  tank  discharges  into  a field  drain  and 
thence  to  a stone  built  culvert,  the  other  discharges  into  a burn  to 
the  north  of  the  School  flowing  past  Boatnill  Farm.  The  two  burns 
into  which  the  village  and  one  of  the  School  tanks  discharged  are 
heavily  polluted,  and  the  village  bum  in  particular  created  a 
nuisance,  especially  during  the  summer  months. 

The  Sewage  Treatment  works  are  situated  half  a mile  north  of 
Strathallan  School  with  access  from  the  Boat  Road  with  the  effluent 
discharging  into  the  River  Earn  lying  a quarter  of  a mile  further 
north.  Treatment  consists  of  precipitation  in  Sedimentation  Tanks, 
tilt rat ion  through  a Filter  Bed  and  further  precipitation  in  Humus 
i-arius.  A sludge  well  has  also  been  provided  to  store  sludge  drawn 
from  the  Sedimentation  Tanks  and  this  sludge  can  finally  be  removed 
by  Vacuum  Tank  ..aggon.  The  Humus  Tank  has  been  designed  and  situated 
so  that  it  may  be  desludged  directly  by  the  Vacuum  Tank  Waggon.  The 
River  x^am  is  tidal  at  the  point  where  the  effluent  discharges  and 
in  view  of  this  the  standard  of  filtration  has  been  reduced  by 
doubling  the  rate  of  flow  through  the  Filter  Bed.  It  will  be 
interesting  to  note  the  results  in  the  Analysis  of  tie  effluent  when 
the  works  are  -in  full  operation. 


New  works  in  Progress 


Design  work  has  been  completed  for  the  Caputh  Drainage  Scheme 
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and  it  is  proposed  to  invite  tenders  early  in  i960. 

Design  work  is  in  progress  on  the  Bimam  and  Dunkeld  Drainage 
Scheme  and  it  is  proposed  to  have  only  one  Sewage  Treatment  Works  for 
the  two  villages.  It  is  anticipated  that  work  will  be  commenced  in 
the  early  summer  of  196^. 

At  K inloch  Rannoch,  agreement  has  been  reached  with  Dunalastair 
Estate  to  take  over  the  Estate  drainage  system  serving  the  village 
on  the  north  side  of  the  River  Tummel.  Designs  have  been  completed 
to  add  to  and  improve  this  existing  system  which  it  is  hoped  will  be 
carried  out  during  the  coming  summer. 

Design  work  has  been  completed  for  extending  and  improving  the 
Sewage  Treatment  Works  at  Luncarty.  The  cost  of  this  work  is  to  be 
borne  by  tie  Bell  Trust  and  work  will  be  commenced  as  soon  as  the 
Trustees  pass  the  designs. 

Preliminary  survey  work  has  commenced  on  the  proposed  sewers 
and  pumping  main  to  serve  the  Dunkeld  Road  Area  of  the  County 
immediately  North  of  Perth  Burgh  boundary  and  extending  as  far  nprth 
as  the  River  Almond.  It  is  proposed  to  pump  the  sewage  from  this 
area  to  the  Scone  Sewage  Treatment  Works. 

Existing  Works 

During  the  year  the  only  major  repairs  required  were  at  Dunning 
Sewage  Treatment  Works  where  the  Sedimentation  Tanks  required 
extensive  repairs  due  to  frost  damage  caused  by  defective  concreting 
on  the  original  plant. 
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Existing  Districts 

Small  sewer  extensions  for  Housing  Schemes  have  been  cors  tructed 
at  Dunblane  (Wiite  cross)  and  Scone  (Bonhard  Hoad  Development) . 
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APfENDU  II 

Case  of  Procurator  Fiscal  v.  Lackie 

This  is  a charge  against  the  barman  of  the  Luncarty  and  District 
Recreation  Club  of  wilfully  obstructing  two  Sampling  Officers  acting 
in  the  execution  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act,  1956,  contrary 
to  Section  39  of  that  Act. 

The  facts  relating  to  the  case  have  been  agreed  and  are  em- 
bodied in  a Minute  of  Admissions.  This  shows  that  two  duly  appointed 
Sampling  Officers  in  the  course  of  their  duties  entered  the  premises 
of  the  Luncarty  Club,  which  is  a private  Club  registered  under  the 
Licensing  Acts,  1903  to  1921,  and  applied  to  purchase  two  glasses  of 
whisky  for  analysis.  The  barman,  on  the  advice  of  a member,  refused 
to  supply  them. 

It  should  be  stressed  that  this  case  is  not  concerned  with 
whether  any  offence  had  been  or  indeed  could  have  been  committed  by 
anyone  in  relation  to  the  whisky  which  the  Officers  asked  for;  the 
only  question  is  whether  they  were  obstructed  in  the  statutory  sense 
when  acting  in  the  execution  of  the  1956  Act.  _ 

Section  39(l)  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  provides  that  any  per- 
son who  wilfully  obstructs  any  person  acting  in  the  execution  of  the 
Act  shall  be  guilty  of  an  offence.  Section  39(2)  provides  that  if 
a Sampling  Officer  applies  to  purchase  any  food  offered  or  exposed 
for  sale  and  tenders  the  price  for  the  quantity  he  requires  as  a 
sample  and  the  person  offering  or  exposing  the  food  refuses  to  sell 
to  the  Officer  -the  person  so  refusing  shall  be  deemed  to  have  wil- 
fully obstructed  the  Officer.  By  definition  "sale"  includes  the 
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supply  of  ary  food  far  human  consumption  in  any  place  where  food  is 
supplied  in  the  course  of  a business  (Section  58(2))  and  "business" 
includes  the  undertaking  of  a Club  (Section  58(1)).  Accordingly, 
amalgamating  these  Sections  and  definitions,  if  a Sampling  Officer 
applies  to  purchase  any  food  supplied  in  a Club  and  is  refused,  the 
person  refusing  has  committed  the  offence  of  wilful  obstruction  in 
the  sense  of  the  Act.  This  is  the  view  put  forward  by  the  Crown. 

This  conclusion  is  reinforced  by  the  provisions  of  Section  36, 
which  authorises  a Sampling  Officer  tc  enter  premises  and  Section  23 
which  authorises  the  purchase  or  taking  of  samples.  It  is  not  dis- 
puted that  the  Officers  were  entitled  to  enter  the  Club  preraises; 
indeed  the  Minute  of  Admissions  stated  that  they  did  so  in  the  course 
of  their  duties.  And  the  powers  of  sampling  are  very  wide  indeed. 

The  substantial  argument  for  the  accused  was  that  this  was  a 
registered  Club  and  that  by  the  rules  of  the  Club  under  the  Licensing 
Acts  and  perhaps  more  particularly  by  Section  8J+  of  the  Licensing  Act 
of  1903,  the  barman  could  not  supply  drink  to  anyone  who  was  not  a 
member  or  a properly  authenticated  visitor.  It  was  suggested  that 
there  was  a contradiction  between  the  Licensing  Acts  and  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  which  should  be  resolved  in  favour  of  the  Licensing  Act. 
Reference  was  made  to  Section  60  of  the  Licensing  Act,  1903,  and  it 
was  argued  that  where  the  supplying  of  drink  to  a Sampling  Officer 
was  to  be  exempt  from  the  provisions  of -the  Licensing  Act  specific 
provision  was  made  for  that  purpose  (1956  Act  Section  28(6)). 

It  may,  however,  have  seemed  necessary  to  make  special  provision 
in  relation  to  Section  60  of  the  Licensing  Act,  1903.  The  very 
strict  wording  of  that  Section  only  allows  drink  to  be  given  out  on 
a Sunday  to  a limited  class  of  person  and  for  the  one  stated  purpose 
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of  its  being  drunk  on  the  premises.  A Sampling  Officer  may  well  not 
qualify  as  one  of  the  exempted  class.  He  is  certainly  not  obtaining 
the  whisky  to  drink  and  his  only  purp0se  is  to  take  it  off  the 

premises.  There  was  thus  a complete  contradiction  with  the  scheme  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

The  provisions  in  the  1903  Act  regarding  the  registration  of 
Clubs  and  the  rules  provided  for  Clubs  are,  however,  quite  different. 
All  that  is  done  by  the  appropriate  Sections  (Section  80  and  8l)  is 
to  provide  that  a registered  Club  must  have  certain  rules  and  that  it 
is  inter  alia,  a ground  for  objecting  to  registration  that  these  rules 
are  habitually  broken  and  that  there  are  illegal  sales  of  exciseable 
liquor  on  the  Club  premises.  I do  not  think  it  could  be  said  that  a 
sale  of  whisky  to  a Sampling  Officer  for  sampling  purposes  was  a 
nabitual  breach  of  the  Club  rules  and  to  argue  that  it  would  be  an 
illegal  sale  is  to  beg  the  question. 

The  more  formidable  argument  is  that  presented  under  Section  84 
of  the  1903  Act.  This  Section  provides  that  it  is  an  offence  to  sell 
exciseable  liquor  in  a registered  Club  for  consumption  outside  the 

premises  of  the  Club  except  to  a member  on  the  premises  and  for  his 
own  consumption. 

In  my  opinion  the  work  "consumption"  is  here  used  in  its  ordinary 
and  colloquial  sense  of  consuming  by  means  of  drinking  and  I do  not 
think  that  in  its  ordinary  reading  and  in  its  context  the  Section  can 
be  read  as  prohibiting  the  sale  to  a Sampling  Officer  of  liquor  required 
for  the  purpose  of  sampling.  If,  however,  there  are  any  inconsistencies 

in  these  provisions  then  in  my  view  the  1956  Act  as  the  later  Act  must 
rule. 
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I think  it  is  established  that  the  Sampling  Officers  in  asking 
for  the  sample  of  whisky  were  acting  in  the  execution  of  the  1956 
Act  and  that  the  refusal  to  supply  them  constituted  wilful  obstruction 
within  the  meaning  of  that  Act. 

I accordingly  find  the  accused  Guilty. 
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KINROSS  COUNTY 

REPORT  TO  KINROSS  COUNTY  COUNCIL  CN  N ON -TRAN SFERRED 
FUNCTIONS  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  KINROSS 

Mr.  A.L.  Morton  - Sanitary  Inspector. 

1.  Water  Supplies.  Improvements  to  the  supply  to  Milnathort  have 
been  completed  and  supplies  are  now  adequate.  There  is  a good 
supply  to  Kinnesswrood  and  a fairly  good  supply  to  Cleish,  although 
the  piping  to  this  village  is  in  poor  repair.  The  remainder  of 
the  County  is  supplied  from  private  sources  or  from  other  'Water 
Authorities  whose  mains  pass  through  the  area. 

2.  Drainage . There  are  Special  Districts  at  Milnathort  and 
Kinnesswood,  both  of  which  are  satisfactory.  Sludge  from  both 
plants  is  disposed  of  locally  for  agricultural  purposes, 

3.  Cleansing.  All  the  villages  and  many  houses  in  the  landward 
area  are  sefved  by  the  County  Scavenging  Service,  refuse  being 
disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  Netherton  Quarry  and  Crook 

.Moss . 

A.  Housing.  Four  houses  were  completed  during  the  year,  making 
a total  of  164  provided  by  the  Council.  Under  Section  111  of  the 
Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  11  applications  were  received  and  10 
approved.  One  application  was  approved  under  Section  3 of  the* 
Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1952.  43  applications  were  received  and 

approved  under  Building  Byelaws. 

5.  Lighting.  The  arrangements  in  the  two  Special  Lighting 
Districts,  namely  Milnathort  and  Blairingone,  were  satisfactory. 

6.  Offensive  Trades.  There  are  no  offensive  trades  in  the  County. 
The  Slaughterhouse  at  Milnathort,  which  is  for  pigs  only,  is  well 
maintained. 

7.  Factories . Visits  were  paid  to  the  various  factories  where 
conditions  generally  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

8.  Unsound  Food.  A total  of  176  lbs.  5 ozs.  of  various  food- 
stuffs were  found  to  be  unsound  and  condemned  during  the  year. 
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9.  General.  Burial  grounds  have  been  well  maintained.  A number 
of  complaints  regarding  nuisance,  housing  defects,  etc.  were 
received  and  dealt  with. 

SMALL  BURGHS 

REPORTS  TO  TOWN  COUNCILS  ON  NON- TRANSFERRED  FUNCTIONS 

Aberfeldy 

Sanitary  Inspector  - Mr.  G.A.  Sangster 

1.  Water  Supply.  The  water  supply  was  excellent  in  quality  and 
ample  in  quantity. 

2.  Drainage.  The  sewage  works  were  reasonably  satisfactory,  but 
automatic  rotary  filters  have  not  yet  been  fitted. 

3.  Cleansing.  The  cleansing  arrangements  were  satisfactory  and 
the  refuse  coup  was  well  maintained. 

4.  Housing . Eight  new  houses  were  completed  during  the  year, 

bringing  the  total  number  provided  by  the  Council  to  183,  and  in 
addition  a further  eleven  were  under  construction. 

5.  Factories . There  are  21  mechanical  and  4 non-mechanical 
factories  in  the  Burgh  and  eleven  inspections  were  made  during  the 

year. 

6*  Offensive  Trades.  There  are  no  offensive  trades  in  the  Burgh. 

7.  Burial  Grounds.  The  present  burial  ground  is  rapidly  filling 
up,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  possible  to  find  a site  for  a new 
burial  ground. 

8.  General.  The  school  and  hostel  are  well  maintained.  The 
caravan  Site  has  been  extensively  used.  Various  minor  complaints 
were  received  and  investigated  and  action  taken  where  necessary. 
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Abe rue thy 

Sanitary  Inspector  - Mr.  W.A.  Dunlop. 

1.  Water  Supply.  tm*  rematod  satisfactory  *,  both  quantity 
an  quality.  One  complaint  regarding  the  quality  was  howevur 
received  and  three  chemical  and  three  bacteriological  samples 
*re  taken,  the  results  being  satisfactory.  It  is  calculated  tot 
he  average  daily  consumption  is  27,000  gallons. 

2.  Drainage.  Three  cases  of  choked  sewers  vere  reported  during 

“ year'  In  the  case  of  the  se'*r  at  the  vest  end  of  the  Main 
Street,  trouble  is  likely  to  recur  unless  the  existing  sewer  is 
excavated  and  relaid. 


* ~a-Venpin^  7116  scheme  continues  to  function  satisfactorily 
meantime,  although  the  present  tip  may  become  inadequate  in  the 
xairly  near  future  and  consideration  should  be  given  to  an 
alternative  means  of  disposal. 

4.  Housing.  ‘ The  position  here  remains  the  same  as  noted  in  the 
1957  Heport  with  75  houses  completed  to  date  and  none  under 
construction  at  the  end  of  the  year.  One  application  for  a 
Housing  Improvement  Grant  was  received  and  granted. 

5.  factories.  There  are  nine  factories  within  the  Burgh,  3 
mechanical  and  1 non-mechanical.  Inspections  carried  out 'at 
these  premises  gave  satisfactory  results. 

°*  ~lal  GrQUn--  A number  of  visits  were  made  to  the  old  burial 
ground  with  a view  to  presenting  a petition  to  the  Court  for  its 
closure.  This  petition  was  subsequently  granted. 

7.  Pig_S_tyes.  Two  visits  vere  made  to  pig  styes  in  the  Burgh. 

In  each  case  these  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

b.  General.  Thirty-six  visits  were  paid  in  respect  of  other 
aspects  of  public  health  duties. 
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Alyth 

Sanitary  Inspector  - Mr.  J.  Chalmers. 

1.  7.»rater  Supply.  The  water  supply  was  satisfactory  in  quality  and 
sufficient  in  quantity  apart  from  a short  period  when  owing  to  the 
exceptionally  dry  season,  pumping  was  necessary  to  augment  the 
supply. 

2.  Drainage.  The  drainage  arrangements  were  satisfactory. 

3.  Cleansing.  The  cleansing  arrangements  were  satisfactory.  The 
dump  at  Fitcrocknie  was  filled  up  and  levelled  off  during  the  year, 
and  the  dump  at  The  Den  was  reopened  and  should  serve  for  a few 
years . 

4.  Housing.  One  house  was  completed  during  the  year,  bringing 
the  number  provided  by  the  Council  to  212. 

5.  Factories.  Regular  visits  were  paid  to  the  factories  and 
workshops  where  conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

6.  General.  The  burial  ground  within  the  Burgh  is  well  kept. 


Auchterarder 

Sanitary  Inspector  - Mr.  M.VJ.  Lamb. 

1.  hater  Supply.  The  quality  of  the  water  supply  was  satisfactory. 
The  new  main  came  into  operation  on  15th  May,  with  an  immediate 
improvement  in  those  areas  which  had  previously  suffered  from 
shortage.  Drought  conditions  existed  towards  the  end  of  the  summer 
and  autumn,  and  difficulty  was  experienced  in  maintaining  supplies 
during  the  exceptional  spell,  but  by  the  end  of  the  year  supplies 
were  back  to  normal. 

2.  Drainage . The  drainage  and  sewage  systems  were  satisfactory. 
Improvements  v;ere  carried  out  at  the  confines  of  the  sewage  works. 

3.  Cleansing.  The  cleansing  and  scavenging  arrangements  were 
satisfactory. 
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A.  Housiag.  The  remaining  six  houses  in  the  first  development 
at  the  Belvidere  site  were  completed,  bringing  the  total  provided 
by  the  Council  to  293. 

5.  Factories.  There  are  19  mechanical  and  1 nonwnechanical 
factories  in  the  Burgh  and  68  inspections  were  made  when  condit- 
ions were  found  to  be  generally  satisfactory. 

6.  Generai.  The  school  is  well  kept.  Conditions  at  the  two 
ourial  grounds  were  well  maintained,  and  the  new  cemetary  is  to 
be  extended  by  the  use  of  a large  area  of  adjoining  ground. 


Blairgowrie  and  Rattray 

Sanitary  Inspector  - Mr.  Donald  &.  Grant. 

1.  liber  Supply.  The  water  supply  was  of  good  quality  and 
adequate  in  quantity  in  spite  of  the  exceptionally  dry  summer 
and  autumn. 

2.  Drainage.  Extensive  improvements  have  been  carried  out 
during  the  past  two  years  and  conditions  are  now  veiy  satis- 
lactory  where  the  work  has  been  completed,  but  further  schemes 
of  improvement  are  planned  for  other  parts  of  the  Burgh. 

3.  Gleans xng.  The  cleansing  and  scavenging  arrangements  were 

satisfactory  and  the  coup  wa s well  maintained. 

4.  Housing o No  houses  were  completed  during  the  year,  the 
total  number  provided  by  the  Burgh  remaining  at  495.  Six  houses 
were  under  construction  at  33/12/59. 

^ * Slaughterhouses^  Both  slaughterhouses  v^re  maintained  and 
operated  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

o.  Factories . Regular  visits  were  paid  to  the  55  factories  in 

the  Burgh  and  any  defects  found  were  remedied  by  the  employers 
without  difficulty. 

7.  General.  The  two  burial  grounds  are  well  kept.  A number  of 
minor  complaints  were  received  and  dealt  with. 
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Callander 

Sanitary  Inspector  - Mr.  D.M.  Thomson. 

1.  Water  Supply.  The  water  supply  was  excellent  in  quality  and 
ample  in  quantity. 

2.  Drainage.  There  has  been  no  change  in  the  drainage  arrangements. 

3.  Cleansing.  The  cleansing  and  scavenging  arrangements  have  been 

satisfactory. 

4.  Housing.  No  new  houses  were  completed  during  the  year,  the 
number  provided  by  the  Council  remaining  at  175. 

5.  Factories . The  factories  and  workshops  have  been  regularly 

inspected. 

6.  General.  The  schools  are  well  kept.  The  two  burial  grounds 
are  well  kept.  A few  minor  complaints  were  received  and  dealt  with. 


Coupar  Angus 

Sanitary  Inspector  - Hr.  R.F.  Arton. 

1»  Water  Supply  The  water  supply  was  maintained  throughout  the 
year.  Investigations  for  a supply  to  augment  the  Burgh  supply 
continued  and  various  possible  sources  were  surveyed. 

2.  Drainage.  There  was  no  change  in  the  drainage  arrangements 

which  were  satisfactory. 

3.  Cleansing.  The  cleansing  and  scavenging  arrangements  were 

satisfactory. 

4.  Housing.  Reconstruction  at  Hay  Street  to  provide  6-2  apart- 
ment houses  was  completed.  The  total  number  of  houses  provided 

by  the  Council  is  now  216. 

5.  Factories.  There  are  16  mechanical  and  2.  non-mechanical 
factories  in  the  Burgh  and  15  inspections  were  made  during  the 

year. 

6.  General.  One  house  is  let  in  lodgings  and  frequent  visits  were 
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made  when  conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  The  burial 
ground  is  kept  in  good  condition.  The  school  is  well  kept. 

Crieff 

Sanitary  Inspector  - Mr.  C.  Rankin. 

1.  Water  Supply.  The  water  supply  is  of  good  quality  and  satis- 
factory in  quantity.  A new  4"  main  was  laid  to  the  private  build- 
ing site  at  Callum*  s Hill. 

2.  Drainage . The  drainage  arrangements  were  satisfactory.  An 
extension  of  the  sewer  was  carried  to  the  new  building  site  at 
Callum* s Hill.  Some  minor  repairs  were  carried  out  at  the  sewage 
works . 

3.  Cleansing.  The  cleansing  and  scavenging  arrangements  were 
satisfactory,  and  waste  paper  is  collected  regularly. 

4.  Housing.  No  new  houses  were  completed  during  the  year,  the 
number  completed  by  the  Council  remaining  at  463. 

Offensive  Trades.  The  slaughterhouse,  owned  by  the  Council,  is 
rented  to  local  butchers,  and  iskept  in  satisfactory  condition. 

6.  Schools . The  schools  are  all  kept  in  good  condition. 

7*  Burial  Grounds.  There  are  three  burial  grounds  in  the  Burgh, 
but  only  one  is  in  use  and  this  is  well  kept. 

8.  Factories . Regular  visits  are  paid  to  the  34  mechanical  and 
4 non-mechanical  factories  in  the  Burgh. 

Do  une 

Sanitary  Inspector  - Hr.  Wm.  V.  Hanlin. 

1.  -a ter  Supply.  The  water  supply  was  ample  in  quantity  and 
satisfactory  in  quality. 

2.  Drainage . The  drainage  arrangements  were  satisfactory. 
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3.  Cleansing.  The  cleansing  and  scavenging  arrangements  were 
satisfactory,  but  the  collection  of  pig  swill  was  discontinued 
as  no  contractor  could  be  found. 

4.  Housing.  Reconstruction  to  provide  three  houses  at  King 
Street  was  completed,  making  a total  of  36  houses  provided  by 

the  Council. 

5.  Factories . Visits  were  made  to  the  eight  factories  in  the 
Burgh  where  conditions  were  generally  satisfactory. 

6.  General.  The  burial  ground  within  the  Burgh  is  closed.  The 
school  is  well  kept. 


Dunblane 

Sanitary  Inspector  - Mr.  B.J.  McKay. 

1.  later  Supply.  The  water  supply  was  of  excellent  quality  and 
was  satisfactory  in  quantity,  although  because  of  the  prolonged  dry 
spell,  certain  restrictions  on  watering  of  gardens,  washing  of  cars, 
etc.  were  imposed  during  October  to  help  to  maintain  the  supply  to 
Clackmannan  County.  During  the  year  ended  11/7/59,  34  million 
gallons  were  pungeo  to  Clackmannan.  The  Major  scheme  of  improvements 
was  completed  early  in  the  year  and  supplies  to  all  parts  of  the  town 
are  now  very  satisfactory. 

2.  Drainage . 'The  drainage  arrangements  were  satisfactory. 
Improvements  to  the  drainage  system  have  greatly  helped  to  eliminate 

storm  overflow. 

3.  Cleansing.  The  cleansing  and  scavenging  arrangements  are 
satisfactory.  Waste  paper  is  collected  weekly,  a total  of  45i  tons 
of  baled  waste  paper,  being  sold  during  the  year.  Garden  refuse  is 

also  collected  weekly. 

4.  Housing.  No  houses  were  completed  during  the  year,  the  total 
number  provided  by  the  Council  remaining  at  356.  There  are  1015 

habitable  houses  in  Hie  Burgh. 
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5.  Offensive  Trades . There  are  none.  The  slaughterhouse  is  well 
maintained. 

6.  Factories . There  are  17  factories  in  the  Burgh  and  regular 
inspections  vrere  made  when  conditions  were  satisfactory. 

7.  General.  The  schools  are  well  kept.  The  main  burial  ground 
is  outwith  the  Burgh,  but  the  two  burial  grounds  in  the  Burgh  are 
well  kept,  twenty-five  minor  complaints  were  dealt  with. 


Kinross 

Sanitary  Inspector  - Mr.  Wm.  Beveridge. 

1.  hater  Supply.  The  water  supply  is  fran  a spring  source  in  the 
Cleish  Hills,  augmented  by  a well  supply  and  was  satisfactory  in 
quality  and  quantity. 

2.  Drainage.  There  was  no  change  in  the  drainage  arrangements  which 
were  satisfactory  throughout  the  year. 

3.  Cleansing.  The  cleansing  and  scavenging  arrangements  were 
satisfactory.  Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  partially  controlled 
tipping  at  Blairadam,  and  a new;  site  at  Coldon  has  been  acquired  for 
use  when  BDairadam  is  filled  up. 

4.  Housing.  No  new  houses  were  completed  during  the  year. 

5.  Burial  Grounds.  There  are  three  burial  grounds  within  the 
Burgh  and  these  are  well  maintained. 

6.  Factories . There  are  six  mechanical  and  7 non-mechanical  factor- 
ies and  regular  visits  were  paid  vhen  conditions  were  found  to  be 
generally  satisfactory. 


Pitlochry 

Sanitary  Inspector  - Mr.  G.A.  Sangster. 

1.  Water  Supply.  The  quality  of  the  water  was  reasonably  satis 
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factory.  The  provision  of  a duplicate  8"  main  has  now  been 
completed  and  with  certain  other  repairs  should  ensure  that  there 
is  no  shortage  of  water  at  the  peak  tourist  season. 

2.  Drainage.  The  drainage  arrangements  were  unchanged,  but 
complaint  of  swell  has  been  received  from  the  proprietor  of 
premises  adjoining  the  sewage  works,  and  alternative  methods  of 
dealing  with  this  are  being  considered. 

3.  Cleansing.  The  cleansing  and  scavenging  arrangements  are 

satisfactory. 

4.  Housing.  No  new  houses  were  completed  during  the  year,  the 
number  provided  by  the  Council  remaining  at  164 . 

5c  Factories . There  are  25  mechanical  and  5 non-mechanical 
factories  a d 15  inspections  were  made  when  conditions  generally 
were  satisfactory. 

6*  Burial  Ground.  There  are  two  burial  grounds,  only  one  of 
which  is  in  general  use,  and  conditions  at  both  were  satisfactory. 

7.  jsne i a 1 . The  school  is  well  maintained.  A number  of  minor 
complaints  of  nuisance  etc.  were  received  and  dealt  with. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Details  according  to  local  areas. 


1 

Year  1959 

Population 

Census 

1951 

^Estimated 

Population 

30/6/59 

Births* 

Birth 

Hate 

Deaths* 

Death 

Rate 

Perth  County 

87,606 

85,120 

1,330 

15.6 

1,179 

13.9 

Landward 

59,941 

58,148 

950 

16.34 

717 

12.33 

.Aberfeldy 

1,523 

1,470 

28 

19.04 

34 

23-13 

Abernethy 

675 

635 

5 

7.87 

16 

25.2 

Alyth 

2,072 

1,985 

14 

7.05 

25 

12.59 

Auchterarder 

2,434 

2,374 

44 

18.53 

41 

17.27 

BlairgO'.iTie 

5,383 

5,326 

74 

13.89 

69 

12.96 

Callander 

1,727 

1,607 

22 

13.69 

25 

15.56 

Coupar  Angus 

2,175 

2,143 

22 

10.26 

42 

19.6 

Crieff 

5,473 

5,397 

85 

15.75 

106 

19.64 

Doune 

834 

843 

14 

16.61 

14 

16  .61 

Dunblane 

2,955 

2,870 

42 

14.63 

57 

19.86 

Pitlochry 

2,384 

2,322 

30 

12.92 

33 

14.21 

Kinross  Countv 

7,418 

7,135 

108 

15.1 

66 

9.3 

Landward 

4,923 

4,609 

59 

12.80 

38 

8.24 

Kinross  Burgh 

2,495 

2,526 

• . 49 

19.4 

28 

11.08 

Joint  County 

95,024 

92,255 

1,438 

15.6 

1,245 

13.5 

APPEt-naix  tt. 

DISTRICT  KUHSIMi  SERVIGB 

Summary  of  Work  done  by  District  Murses  during  the  year  195$^ 


District 

Cases 

I ursed 

rg  Visits 

Ante 

vis^ 

-natal 
ts  for 

Child  Welfare 
visits 

Tuberculosis 

Visits 

School 
Inspections 
and  Visits 

Miscellaneous 

Visits 

liursii 

Under 

— .6.5. 

Over 
-6  S... 

Maternity 

Under 

65 

Over 

65 

General 

Katemity 

Confv 

Infants 

1-5 

[erfeUy 

37 

66 

4 

1647 

38 

16 

164 

183 

234 

141 

22 

4 

9 

wrfoyl® 

36 

21 

5 

1041 

U5 

56 

344 

267 

381 

367 

327 

_ 

ternethy 

4 1 

54 

xo 

2171 

150 

40 

62 

171 

151 

51 

16 

5 

19 

iB^idbank 

118 

36 

12 

1571 

226 

100 

60 

317 

312 

218 

29 

- 

2 

^"hterarder/ 

36 

64 

2 

4690 

20 

16 

163 

581 

734 

231 

243 

44 

52 

^ckford  Relief 

'40 

so 

12 

3320 

246 

127 

I84 

427 

544 

213 

91 

1 

1 

uhtergaven 

232 

86 

15 

2698 

271 

109 

93 

342 

313 

119 

42 

_ 

1 

ilouhidder 

128 

30 

6 

1740 

118 

44 

52 

131 

175 

18 

40 

2 

_ 

jinam-Dunke  Xd. 

37 

6l 

9 

1599 

100 

63 

106 

418 

435 

100 

63 

8 

72 

bckford 

16 

23 

4 

1311 

64 

23 

23 

150 

120 

35 

31 

_ 

lairgowrie 

6 4 

120 

23 

3786 

399 

173 

356 

1232 

1323 

442 

200 

_ 

3 

iraco 

5° 

29 

4 

2039 

69 

30 

58 

120 

182 

47 

45 

_ 

, Hander 

47 

56 

13 

1745 

218 

71 

85 

355 

303 

274 

59 

2 

4 

jcrnrie 

102 

103 

15 

2740 

270 

144 

120 

202 

237 

74 

65 

2 

loupar  Angus 

44 

71 

6 

2112 

99 

56 

104 

384 

439 

159 

52 

16 

Jrieff 

257 

218 

25 

6551 

557 

202 

230 

503 

551 

295 

80 

17 

29 

Jontomey 

45 

32 

12 

3327 

170 

137 

114 

374 

406 

169 

66 

1 

lunblane 

61 

89 

12 

2244 

213 

71 

63 

218 

245 

202 

62 

_ 

Dunning 

14 

22 

7 

948 

106 

59 

104 

380 

309 

87 

55 

4 

18 

Sast  Carse 

60 

63 

11 

1439 

161 

105 

20 

341 

508 

208 

72 

5 

;rrol  . 

74 

59 

6 

2332 

89 

133 

84 

277 

285 

102 

15 

_ 

14 

'ortingall 

180 

33 

- 

2356 

- 

9 

74 

118 

141 

21 

38 

Mis  ..ester 

60 

33 

7 

777 

126 

59 

143 

204 

411 

38 

3? 

2 

3 

Slenfarg 

22 

15 

5 

756 

94 

54 

26 

122 

153 

15 

29 

i 

leronore 

48 

39 

1 

1477 

5 

3 

67 

129 

159 

62 

38 

1 

5 

Kill  n 

9 

29 

7 

778 

127 

69 

90 

334 

384 

66 

togierait 

19 

43 

2 

1568 

39 

19 

72 

iso 

121 

26 

15 

4 

'ethven 

132 

51 

32 

1849 

169 

103 

107 

248 

243 

93 

31. 

10 

uthill 

323 

56 

12 

1457 

199 

150 

132 

131 

175 

53 

18 

10 

4 

Pllochry 

55 

48 

12 

1903 

229 

125 

150 

210 

173 

127 

71 

2 

28 

larnoch  & Foss 

75 

19 

8 

1021 

39- 

42 

44 

196 

188 

14 

53 

1 

cone 

71 

6? 

31 

2702 

219 

168 

205 

620 

60  7 

222 

139 

18 

60 

tanley 

104 

75 

18 

1754  - 

215 

138 

13o 

326 

406 

204 

62 

8 

11 

t,  martins 

33 

23 

12 

970 

183 

83 

125 

342 

342 

134 

37 

1 

Strathardle 

67 

43 

1 

3286 

38 

74 

103 

311 

273 

20 

94 

Thornhill 

■ 23 

25 

6 

6l8 

104 

70 

70  ji 

243 

211 

28 

55 

'/ale  of  Teith 

41 

49 

13 

1892 

247 

109 

105 

442 

451 

96 

64 

5 

8 

-lest  Carse 

26 

35 

4 

23.96 

100 

48 

207 

201 

48 

40 

2 

5 

vast  Atholl 

102 

36 

5 

1197 

164 

158 

sol] 

274 

324 

119 

92 

• 7 

2 

Possoway 

11 

25 

6 

1944 

.103 

74 

40 

215 

270 

46 

Kinross 

29 

52 

15 

2355 

287 

124 

162 

374 

578 

265 

74 

2 

3 

54 

50 

6 

3083 

160  ; 

108 

pi  1 

165 

281 

71 

44 

3 

8 

Totals 

2811 

2271 

376 

84890 

6546 

3542 

44431 

12811,. 

14349 

4874 

2553 

■ 150 

399 
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TUBERCULIN  TESTING  AND  B.C.G.  VACCINATION. 

Session  1958-59. 

« - Not  included  in  totals 


% 

Consent 

Boys 

Gi 

'•Is 

Bovs 

and  Girls  . 

Re 

tests 

No. 

Tested 

% pos- 
itive 

No. 

Tested 

% pOS“ 

itive 

No. 

Tested 

% pos- 
itive 

No.  Vac- 
cinated 

Perth  City 

Perth  Academy 

93 

87 

.13 

81 

6 

168 

10 

148 

141 

Perth  High 

93 

67 

12 

60 

7 

127 

9 

115 

97 

St.  John's  R.C. 

91 

19 

11 

H 

29 

33 

IS 

27 

26 

Goodlyburn  J.S. 

93 

31 

23 

50 

10 

81 

15 

69 

65 

Total 

93 

204 

13 

205 

9 

409 

11 

359 

329 

Perth  District 

Errol 

90 

7 

- 

17 

6 

24 

4 

23 

17 

Invergov  rie 

97 

19 

16 

10 

10 

29 

14 

25 

16 

Scone 

92 

17 

35 

17 

18 

34 

27 

25 

23 

Stanley 

85 

13 

8 

20 

20 

33 

15 

28 

29 

Methven 

95 

9 

22 

13 

- 

22 

9 

20 

14 

Dunbumey 

92 

13 

22 

16 

19 

34 

21 

27 

20 

Trinity  College* 

47 

13 

47 

13 

41 

29 

Kilgraston* 

11 

11 

“ 

n 

•36 

StrathaUnn* 

105 

14 

105 

14 

89 

60 

Total 

92 

83 

19 

93 

13 

176 

16 

148 

119 

Eastern  District 

Blairgowrie 

84 

46 

24 

49 

16 

95 

20 

76 

64 

Alyth 

96 

25 

32 

25 

52 

50 

bZ 

29 

9 

Coupar  Angus 

95 

20 

35 

15 

7 

35 

23 

27 

20 

Total 

89 

91 

29 

89 

25 

180 

27 

132 

93 

Jighland  District 

Breadalbane  Academy 

93 

16 

6 

22 

IS 

38 

13 

33 

68 

D unite  Id 

84 

12 

17 

8 

13 

20 

15 

17 

7 

Pitlochry 

83 

20 

30 

19 

53 

'Sj 

41 

23 

21 

Total 

87 

43 

19 

49 

31 

97 

25 

73 

96 

Central  District 

Crieff 

95 

11 

27 

20 

- 10 

31 

16 

26 

37 

Lorrison's  Academy 

91 

52 

13 

43 

15 

100 

14 

86 

139 

Comrie 

88 

9 

- 

6 

16 

15 

7 

14 

5 

Auchterarder 

93 

17 

13 

19 

5 

36 

11 

32 

•21 

Lav.'ers  Sch.  Agri.* 

4 

50 

4 

50 

2 

.10 

Seymour  Lodge* 

11 

27 

11 

27 

8 

15 

Total 

92 

89 

15 

93 

12 

132 

13 

158 

227 

estern  District 

Dunblane 

78 

11 

IS 

13 

24 

13 

21 

23 

IlcLaren  High 

96 

37 

19 

36 

14 

73 

16 

61 

88 

Aberfoyle 

36 

13 

15 

11 

27 

24 

21 

19 

10 

Killin 

- 33 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

Queen  Victoria 

35 

20 

35 

20 

28 

37 

Total 

89 

62 

13 

60 

15 

122 

16 

102 

122 

(inross  County 

Kinross 

94 

41 

7 

36 

6 

77 

6 

72 

50 

Naemoor 

13 

8 

2 

- 

15 

7 

16 

19 

Total 

94 

41 

7 

36 

6 

• 77 

6 

72 

50 

COUNTY  TOTALS 

90 

414 

19 

420 

17 

834 

IS 

685 

707 

CITY  & COUNT/  TOTALS 

91 

613 

17 

625 

14 

1243 

IS 

1044 

1036 

APPENDIX  17 


County  Medical  Officer:  James  Kelman,  M.D.  D.P.H.  (died 

24/V59) 


Medical  Officers: 


Senior  Dental  Officer: 
Dental.  Officers: 


Superintendent  Nursing 
Officer: 

Assistant  Superintendent 
Nursing  Officer: 

Chief  Administrative 
Officer: 


A.S.  Caldwell,  M.B.  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
(Appointed  20/ 7/5 9) 

A.S.  Caldwell,  M.B. , Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
(Appointed  County  Medical  Officer 
20/7/59) 

Sheila  M.  Ore,  M.B. , Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

(Appointed  Senior  20/7/59) 

Vera  C.  Coutts,  M.B.  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

(Appointed  l6/ll/59) 

Elizabeth  Watson,  M.B.  Ch.B.  (Part- 
time) 

Mary  R.  McKillop,  M.B.  Ch.B.  D.P.H. 
(Part-time) 

Michael  R.  Kirkland,  L. D.S. 

Mrs.  M.S.  Black,  L.D.S. 

Christian  J.  Brunton,  L.D.S. 

William  J.  McKillop,  L.D.S. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Wallace,  L.D.S. 

Elspeth  L.  Brown,  R.G.N. , S.C.M. , 
Q.N.,  H.V. 

Jessie  C.  Young,  R.G.N. , S.C.M. . 

Q.N.,  H.V. 

William  Brannan 


Children's  Officer: 


Frederick  J.  Eamshaw 


Senior  Physiotherapist: 

County  Sanitary  Inspector: 

Depute  County  Sanitary 
Inspector: 

District  Sanitary  Inspectors: 


Agnes  C.  Hampton 

William  A.  Dunlop,  M.R.San.A., 
M.Inst.P.C. 

David  I.  Davidson,  A. M.Inst.P.C. 


Central 

Eastern 

Highland 

Perth 

Western 

Kinross 


David  C.  Williamson,  A.M. Inst.P.C. 

Robert  F.  Arton,  A. M.Inst.P.C. 

George  A.  Sangster 

William  A.  Dunlop,  M.R.San.A., 

M. Inst.P.C. 

William  V.  Hanlin,  A.M. Inst.P.C. 
A.L.  Morton 


